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End-of-life solar panels materials recovery

5 million (300W) panels by end of 2025: 
• glass: 75,900 tonnes  
• aluminium: 13,200 tonnes 
• HDPE/EVA: 12,100 tonnes 
• copper: 5,500 tonnes 
• silicon: 5,500 tonnes (400 tonnes nano-Si) 
• silver: 110 tonnes

“Net Zero by 2050 requires 2 billion solar panels” 
[D.Miller (ARENA) pers. comm.] 

~ 4.8 billion panels (12 year avge. panel lifespan) 
“Where will we find the sand for the glass for 
Australia’s solar panels?”HDPE/EVA
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Commercial-in-confidence 
SOLAR RECOVERY CORPORATION  PTY LTD. 
ABN: 84 647 327 044 

29 Concorde Drive 
Keilor Park VIC 3042 
www.srcorp.com.au
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NB: this schematic refers to solar panels. It may require modification for other e-waste. This model parallels other 
product stewardship schemes, see: https://gateway.stewardshipexcellence.com.au/.

New circular economy manufacturing capability

Regulation:  
• when a collection fee is paid by an owner, 

panels should not be onsold for reuse; 
they should go to materials recovery. 
(Basel Convention) 

• panels may be onsold if a collection and 
freight fee is not charged.
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EPR (Extend Producer Responsibility) fee covers 
tracking and tracing, data management, materials 
recovery and freight and processing. 
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