FIRBANK

GRAMMAR

16 January 2024

Dear Members of the Productivity Commission

Re: Response to the Draft Future Foundation for Giving

We are writing to express our concerns regarding the recommendation in the Draft Report, released on
November 30, 2023, suggesting the withdrawal of Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status for School
Building Funds.

We would like to address the potential impact of this recommendation on Firbank Grammar School, and
request that the Productivity Commission reconsider its recommendation of withdrawal of Deductible
Gift Recipient Status for School Building Funds.

About Firbank Grammar School

Firbank Grammar School is an independent K-12 school in Victoria, with campuses in Brighton and
Sandringham offering families the choice of girls only or co-education. Our commitment to providing
exceptional education is paralleled by our dedication to fostering a supportive community. With 1177
students enrolled across our campuses, Firbank has a rich history of producing accomplished alumni
who have contributed significantly to various fields.

Impact of community support

As an independent school we receive no government funding for infrastructure development. As a
result, our school's growth and development has been achieved through the generous support of our
community, including current and past parents, alumni, and staff.

An example of this community support in action is our dedicated Arts Precinct, which opened in 2022.

Designed to promote student participation in the Arts, the 3-level, 1555m’ precinct includes spaces for
performance and dance, as well as specialised learning spaces for digital and studio arts. Community
donations contributed 15% of the total project cost of $5.5m.

These teaching and learning and performance spaces are widely used by our local community outside of
school hours. This use ranges from classrooms for external language providers through to rehearsal and
performance spaces for acting schools. Many local primary schools also use our performance spaces for
their school productions and presentation nights.

Community giving at Firbank 2019-2023
The following table illustrates the substantial support we have received from our community for various
funds, including the building fund:
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