
Preamble

4A School education — attachment

Definitions for the indicators and descriptors in this attachment are in section 4.6 of the chapter.
Data in this Report are examined by the School Education Working Group, but have not been
formally audited by the Secretariat. Unsourced information was obtained from the Australian,
State and Territory governments.
This file is available in Adobe PDF format on the Review web page (www.pc.gov.au/gsp).
Users without Internet access can contact the Secretariat to obtain these tables (details on the
inside front cover of the Report).
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Table 4A.5

Table 4A.5 Students as a proportion of the population, 2006 (per cent) (a)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

All students as a proportion of the population
   Government schools   10.8   10.5   11.1   11.2   10.4   12.2   10.5   13.5   10.9
   Non-government schools   5.4   5.7   4.9   5.5   5.5   4.6   7.3   4.3   5.4
   All schools   16.3   16.2   16.1   16.6   15.9   16.8   17.8   17.8   16.3
Primary students as a proportion of the population
   Government schools   6.4   6.1   7.0   7.3   6.8   7.1   5.7   9.4   6.6
   Non-government schools   2.7   2.7   2.6   2.9   3.2   2.2   3.5   2.5   2.8
   All schools   9.1   8.8   9.6   10.2   10.0   9.3   9.3   12.0   9.4
Secondary students as a proportion of the population
   Government schools   4.5   4.4   4.1   3.9   3.6   5.1   4.8   4.1   4.3
   Non-government schools   2.7   3.0   2.3   2.6   2.3   2.4   3.8   1.8   2.7
   All schools   7.2   7.3   6.4   6.5   5.9   7.5   8.6   5.9   6.9

(a) 

Source : 

Full time students as a proportion of the total population. Population is as at 30 June 2006, using final
ERP.

ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Australian Demographic
Statistics March quarter 2007.
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Table 4A.8

Table 4A.8

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
2001-02

Total  10 611  9 578  9 979  10 736  10 576  10 597  11 134  18 045  10 357
Total employee related  6 419  6 253  6 719  6 834  7 202  6 846  7 459  10 674  6 624

In-school primary
Total employee related  5 336  5 322  5 811  5 634  5 966  6 037  6 228  8 376  5 589
Teachers  4 636  4 524  4 726  4 499  4 781  4 985  5 199  6 023  4 664
Other staff (g)   700   798  1 085  1 135  1 185  1 053  1 030  2 353   925
Other operating (h)  1 878  1 477  1 412  1 488  2 019  2 014   941  3 583  1 676
User cost of capital (i)  1 596   859  1 166  1 441   654   800  1 106  1 716  1 221
Depreciation   296   263   207   303   277   202   467   800   277
Total  9 105  7 920  8 596  8 866  8 916  9 053  8 742  14 475  8 763

In-school secondary
Total employee related  7 406  7 125  7 434  7 850  8 182  7 017  8 119  11 491  7 478
Teachers  6 428  6 191  5 979  6 495  6 447  5 987  7 176  7 921  6 311
Other staff (g)   978   934  1 456  1 354  1 735  1 031   943  3 570  1 167
Other operating (h)  2 433  1 932  1 793  2 013  2 095  2 410  1 552  5 174  2 139
User cost of capital (i)  1 575  1 141  1 196  1 673  1 064  1 343  1 961  2 676  1 383
Depreciation   404   432   387   407   400   331   852  1 251   422
Total  11 818  10 630  10 811  11 943  11 742  11 101  12 485  20 591  11 423

Out-of-school
Total employee related   249   194   332   400   455   392   405  1 391   304
Teachers .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Other staff (g)   249   194   332   400   455   392   405  1 391   304
Other operating (h)   146   252   242   349   177   265   352   395   223
User cost of capital (i)   15   62 – –   28   3 –   1   22

     Depreciation   2   42   23   10   3   15 –   3   17
Total   413   550   597   760   664   674   757  1 790   566

2002-03 (e)
Total  11 405  10 041  10 158  11 137  10 609  10 748  11 834  16 545  10 804

Total employee related  7 333  6 303  6 906  7 165  7 270  6 972  7 857  9 664  7 012
In-school primary

Total employee related  6 143  5 340  6 072  5 967  6 233  6 124  6 594  7 672  5 962
Teachers  5 328  4 541  4 896  4 655  5 083  5 021  5 363  5 136  4 957
Other staff (g)   815   799  1 176  1 312  1 150  1 103  1 231  2 536  1 005
Other operating (h)  1 849  1 624  1 458  1 450  2 163  1 978  1 301  3 030  1 712
User cost of capital (i)  1 520   964  1 183  1 332   658   817  1 064  1 511  1 209
Depreciation   291   336   250   306   284   201   504   735   301
Total  9 803  8 264  8 964  9 056  9 339  9 120  9 463  12 947  9 184

Real Australian, State and Territory government recurrent
expenditure per student, government schools (2005-06 $ per FTE
student) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f)
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Table 4A.8

Table 4A.8

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Real Australian, State and Territory government recurrent
expenditure per student, government schools (2005-06 $ per FTE
student) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f)

In-school secondary
Total employee related  8 386  7 171  7 530  8 131  7 884  7 116  8 663  9 440  7 846
Teachers  7 282  6 251  6 032  6 749  6 269  6 003  7 580  6 761  6 640
Other staff (g)  1 105   919  1 498  1 383  1 615  1 113  1 084  2 679  1 206
Other operating (h)  2 465  2 102  1 869  2 116  1 564  2 472  1 753  4 525  2 179
User cost of capital (i)  1 466  1 421  1 223  1 697  1 017  1 351  1 929  2 517  1 417
Depreciation   395   571   316   400   382   325   898  1 105   438
Total  12 713  11 265  10 938  12 344  10 847  11 264  13 243  17 587  11 880

Out-of-school
Total employee related   279   214   313   436   452   427   349  1 467   320
Teachers .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Other staff (g)   279   214   313   436   452   427   349  1 467   320
Other operating (h)   121   302   137   460   268   272   352   749   229
User cost of capital (i)   18   12   15   16   12   3 – –   14

     Depreciation   2   23   23   11   3   16 –   3   12
Total   420   550   488   923   736   719   701  2 219   575

2003-04
Total  11 244  10 146  10 389  11 381  11 040  10 694  12 784  16 153  10 884

Total employee related  7 234  6 561  6 924  7 366  7 669  7 079  8 668  9 936  7 112
In-school primary

Total employee related  6 079  5 532  6 096  6 238  6 435  6 206  7 432  7 641  6 048
Teachers  5 355  4 851  4 985  4 809  5 049  5 085  6 019  5 189  5 079
Other staff (g)   724   681  1 111  1 429  1 387  1 121  1 413  2 452   969
Other operating (h)  1 862  1 397  1 396  1 612  1 899  1 917  1 683  2 827  1 647
User cost of capital (i)  1 468  1 270  1 326  1 297   776   758   977  1 444  1 294
Depreciation   232   298   269   334   281   193   526   463   276
Total  9 641  8 497  9 086  9 481  9 391  9 073  10 618  12 375  9 266

In-school secondary
Total employee related  8 235  7 529  7 540  8 181  8 422  7 246  9 015  9 789  7 938
Teachers  7 312  6 598  6 108  6 687  6 556  6 094  7 711  7 210  6 773
Other staff (g)   922   930  1 433  1 494  1 866  1 152  1 305  2 579  1 166
Other operating (h)  2 505  2 032  1 870  2 409  2 138  2 366  1 963  4 126  2 238
User cost of capital (i)  1 476  1 299  1 622  1 694  1 003  1 338  1 681  2 295  1 454
Depreciation   317   503   328   438   376   328   897   795   397
Total  12 533  11 363  11 361  12 722  11 939  11 279  13 556  17 005  12 027
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Table 4A.8

Table 4A.8

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Real Australian, State and Territory government recurrent
expenditure per student, government schools (2005-06 $ per FTE
student) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f)

Out-of-school
Total employee related   274   208   308   449   526   433   530  1 637   328
Teachers .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Other staff (g)   274   208   308   449   526   433   530  1 637   328
Other operating (h)   136   230   161   309   200   244   325   718   199
User cost of capital (i)   9   13   5   6   13   2 – –   9

     Depreciation   2   20   9   4   3   7 –   4   8
Total   421   471   483   767   742   686   855  2 360   544

2004-05
Total  11 478  10 157  10 945  12 601  11 263  10 951  12 898  15 973  11 220

Total employee related  7 575  6 446  6 934  7 753  7 765  7 219  9 170  9 794  7 254
In-school primary

Total employee related  6 492  5 458  6 221  6 522  6 546  6 241  7 934  7 615  6 236
Teachers  5 606  4 801  4 933  4 921  5 120  5 095  6 431  5 103  5 159
Other staff (g)   886   657  1 289  1 601  1 426  1 146  1 504  2 512  1 077
Other operating (h)  1 848  1 418  1 504  1 687  1 875  1 920  1 390  2 890  1 672
User cost of capital (i)  1 416  1 382  1 739  1 796   835   681  1 088  1 380  1 447
Depreciation   239   325   287   586   272   276   530   457   318
Total  9 995  8 583  9 751  10 592  9 529  9 118  10 941  12 343  9 673

In-school secondary
Total employee related  8 500  7 379  7 376  8 556  8 463  7 398  9 373  9 536  8 005
Teachers  7 418  6 476  5 986  6 935  6 637  6 140  7 994  6 900  6 785
Other staff (g)  1 082   903  1 390  1 621  1 826  1 257  1 379  2 636  1 220
Other operating (h)  2 307  2 060  1 925  2 420  2 192  2 477  1 582  4 262  2 188
User cost of capital (i)  1 461  1 401  2 035  2 363  1 105  1 190  1 625  2 112  1 611
Depreciation   323   543   385   849   387   454   872   734   460
Total  12 591  11 383  11 721  14 187  12 146  11 519  13 453  16 645  12 264

Out-of-school
Total employee related   259   194   294   523   534   487   589  1 579   326
Teachers .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Other staff (g)   259   194   294   523   534   487   589  1 579   326
Other operating (h)   147   187   171   228   232   314   239   705   189
User cost of capital (i)   10   14   5   8   20   2 – –   10

     Depreciation   2   22   9 –   12   10 –   3   9
Total   417   417   478   759   798   814   829  2 287   534
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Table 4A.8

Table 4A.8

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Real Australian, State and Territory government recurrent
expenditure per student, government schools (2005-06 $ per FTE
student) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f)

2005-06
Total  11 279  10 352  11 043  12 512  11 363  11 361  13 165  16 647  11 243

Total employee related  7 656  6 468  6 820  7 741  8 127  7 579  9 368  10 002  7 303
In-school primary

Total employee related  6 544  5 473  6 096  6 586  6 932  6 514  8 046  7 926  6 279
Teachers  5 630  4 815  4 907  5 020  5 471  5 235  6 382  5 506  5 210
Other staff (g)   914   658  1 189  1 566  1 461  1 280  1 664  2 420  1 069
Other operating (h)  1 571  1 614  1 597  1 886  1 696  1 990  1 405  3 359  1 665
User cost of capital (i)  1 386  1 348  1 781  1 738   838   713   919  1 190  1 429
Depreciation   269   333   335   474   268   292   533   392   326
Total  9 769  8 767  9 809  10 684  9 734  9 510  10 903  12 866  9 699

In-school secondary
Total employee related  8 579  7 337  7 230  8 262  8 674  7 764  9 747  9 755  7 999
Teachers  7 506  6 434  5 917  6 596  6 906  6 304  7 694  6 958  6 777
Other staff (g)  1 073   902  1 312  1 665  1 768  1 460  2 053  2 797  1 222
Other operating (h)  2 072  2 094  1 937  2 667  1 898  2 461  2 232  5 109  2 140
User cost of capital (i)  1 399  1 349  1 960  2 120  1 062  1 198  1 500  2 227  1 538
Depreciation   346   550   474   683   383   453   815   813   471
Total  12 397  11 329  11 600  13 732  12 017  11 877  14 295  17 904  12 148

Out-of-school
Total employee related   273   219   308   570   570   530   553  1 505   347
Teachers .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Other staff (g)   273   219   308   570   570   530   553  1 505   347
Other operating (h)   141   263   259   187   212   294   176   697   216
User cost of capital (i)   9   14   4   6   17   5 – –   9

     Depreciation   3   22   7 –   11   10 –   4   9
Total   426   518   578   763   810   839   729  2 206   580

FTE = Full time equivalent.
(a)

(b)

(c)
(d) 

(e)

Total government expenditure on government schools (table 4A.7), divided by two year average FTE
student population. See footnotes to table 4A.7.

Expenditure specifically excludes: Australian Government payments to students; expenses on sessional
preschools and TAFE; private funds (for example, funds raised by schools, school councils or
community organisations); and the provision of staff accommodation.

Expenditure specifically includes: Australian Government grants for education; expenditure by other
state and territory government agencies on behalf of education departments; expenditure for Australian
Government joint programs apportioned to government schools; staff allowances for accommodation
and notional payroll tax for WA and the ACT, which are payroll tax exempt. 

Accrual accounting figures used. Accounting treatments for some items differ between jurisdictions as
outlined in table 4A.11.  

Expenditure on special schools is allocated to either primary or secondary schools.
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Table 4A.8

Table 4A.8

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Real Australian, State and Territory government recurrent
expenditure per student, government schools (2005-06 $ per FTE
student) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f)

(f)

(g)
(h)
(i)

.. Not applicable. – Nil or rounded to zero.
Source :  

Includes redundancy payments.
Includes grants and subsidies.

ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat. no.
4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005 ,
Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; MCEETYA NSSC
(unpublished).

A notional user cost of capital based on 8 per cent of total written down value of capital assets as at 30
June is applied to data for all jurisdictions.

Real dollars are previous years expenditure in current years dollars after basing expenditure on the ABS
GDP price deflator 2005-06 = 100 (table AA.26).

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT
SERVICES 2008

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.9

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.9
R

ea
l A

us
tr

al
ia

n,
 S

ta
te

 a
nd

 T
er

rit
or

y 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t r
ec

ur
re

nt
 e

xp
en

di
tu

re
 (a

)
N

S
W

V
ic

Q
ld

W
A

S
A

Ta
s

A
C

T
N

T
A

us
t

Au
st

ra
lia

n 
G

ov
er

nm
en

t s
pe

ci
fic

 p
ur

po
se

 p
ay

m
en

ts
 fo

r g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 c
ap

ita
l g

ra
nt

s 
($

'0
00

) (
b)

20
05

-0
6

95
9 

88
9

   
   

   
 

60
8 

99
0

   
   

   
57

4 
31

7
   

   
   

31
1 

08
2

   
   

   
19

4 
72

2
   

   
   

79
 1

50
   

   
   

  
43

 4
96

   
   

   
  

63
 1

47
   

   
   

  
2 

83
4 

79
3

Au
st

ra
lia

n 
G

ov
er

nm
en

t s
pe

ci
fic

 p
ur

po
se

 p
ay

m
en

ts
 fo

r g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
, e

xc
lu

di
ng

 c
ap

ita
l g

ra
nt

s 
($

'0
00

) (
b)

20
05

-0
6

75
4 

55
9

   
   

   
 

50
2 

57
3

   
   

   
45

5 
09

9
   

   
   

24
5 

80
6

   
   

   
16

3 
70

5
   

   
   

60
 6

44
   

   
   

  
31

 6
82

   
   

   
  

52
 6

53
   

   
   

  
2 

26
6 

72
1

St
at

e 
an

d 
Te

rr
ito

ry
 n

et
 re

cu
rr

en
t e

xp
en

di
tu

re
 o

n 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t s
ch

oo
ls

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 u

se
r c

os
t o

f c
ap

ita
l (

$'
00

0)
 (c

)
20

05
-0

6
7 

60
2 

94
7

5 
06

6 
40

7
4 

56
6 

10
0

2 
63

3 
67

9
1 

73
6 

55
7

 6
35

 7
47

 4
32

 5
44

 4
29

 9
47

23
 1

03
 9

29
A

us
tra

lia
n,

 S
ta

te
 a

nd
 T

er
rit

or
y 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t r

ec
ur

re
nt

 e
xp

en
di

tu
re

 o
n 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 U
C

C
 ($

'0
00

) (
d)

20
05

-0
6

8 
35

7 
50

6
5 

56
8 

98
0

5 
02

1 
19

9
2 

87
9 

48
5

1 
90

0 
26

2
 6

96
 3

91
 4

64
 2

26
 4

82
 6

00
25

 3
70

 6
50

Au
st

ra
lia

n 
G

ov
er

nm
en

t s
pe

ci
fic

 p
ur

po
se

 re
cu

rr
en

t p
ay

m
en

ts
 fo

r n
on

-g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
, e

xc
lu

di
ng

 c
ap

ita
l g

ra
nt

s 
($

'0
00

) (
c)

20
05

-0
6

1 
62

0 
22

9
1 

30
2 

76
6

 9
68

 0
72

 5
01

 1
84

 3
90

 8
89

 1
04

 1
78

 9
8 

55
8

 5
2 

82
7

5 
03

8 
70

3
St

at
e 

an
d 

Te
rr

ito
ry

 re
cu

rr
en

t p
ay

m
en

ts
 to

 n
on

-g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
 ($

'0
00

)
20

05
-0

6
 6

97
 1

51
 3

35
 2

20
 4

91
 7

19
 2

12
 7

69
 1

09
 3

30
 3

7 
00

5
 3

8 
27

3
 3

2 
72

9
1 

95
4 

19
5

Au
st

ra
lia

n,
 S

ta
te

 a
nd

 T
er

rit
or

y 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t r
ec

ur
re

nt
 e

xp
en

di
tu

re
 o

n 
no

n-
go

ve
rn

m
en

t s
ch

oo
ls

 ($
'0

00
) (

d)
20

05
-0

6
2 

31
7 

38
0

1 
63

7 
98

6
1 

45
9 

79
1

 7
13

 9
53

 5
00

 2
19

 1
41

 1
83

 1
36

 8
31

 8
5 

55
6

6 
99

2 
89

8
A

us
tra

lia
n,

 S
ta

te
 a

nd
 T

er
rit

or
y 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t r

ec
ur

re
nt

 e
xp

en
di

tu
re

 o
n 

al
l s

ch
oo

ls
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 U
C

C
 ($

'0
00

) (
e)

20
05

-0
6

10
 6

74
 8

86
7 

20
6 

96
6

6 
48

0 
99

0
3 

59
3 

43
8

2 
40

0 
48

1
 8

37
 5

74
 6

01
 0

57
 5

68
 1

56
32

 3
63

 5
48

Av
er

ag
e 

FT
E 

st
ud

en
t p

op
ul

at
io

n 
in

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
 (n

o.
)

20
01

-0
2

 7
55

 7
70

 5
34

 5
49

 4
39

 4
22

 2
30

 1
22

 1
74

 7
83

 6
3 

20
9

 3
7 

65
5

 2
8 

80
6

2 
26

4 
31

5
20

02
-0

3
 7

52
 9

93
 5

36
 1

76
 4

44
 2

87
 2

32
 7

52
 1

72
 1

76
 6

2 
75

7
 3

6 
97

5
 2

8 
75

4
2 

26
6 

86
8

20
03

-0
4

 7
48

 3
46

 5
37

 5
59

 4
48

 5
60

 2
30

 6
30

 1
70

 0
43

 6
2 

38
7

 3
6 

26
6

 2
8 

81
6

2 
26

2 
60

7
20

04
-0

5
 7

43
 5

43
 5

38
 1

16
 4

51
 5

65
 2

29
 8

91
 1

68
 3

64
 6

1 
91

1
 3

5 
64

9
 2

8 
89

5
2 

25
7 

93
2

20
05

-0
6

 7
40

 9
97

 5
37

 9
53

 4
54

 6
97

 2
30

 1
42

 1
67

 2
35

 6
1 

29
7

 3
5 

26
2

 2
8 

99
1

2 
25

6 
57

2
Av

er
ag

e 
FT

E 
st

ud
en

t p
op

ul
at

io
n 

in
 n

on
-g

ov
er

nm
en

t s
ch

oo
ls

 (n
o.

)
20

01
-0

2
 3

47
 8

42
 2

79
 3

86
 1

77
 7

13
 9

8 
23

1
 7

7 
95

5
 2

0 
92

8
 2

3 
06

5
 8

 4
88

1 
03

3 
60

7
20

02
-0

3
 3

54
 5

86
 2

82
 7

21
 1

82
 2

38
 1

02
 9

45
 8

0 
13

8
 2

1 
09

2
 2

3 
51

3
 8

 5
18

1 
05

5 
75

0
20

03
-0

4
 3

60
 4

03
 2

85
 1

62
 1

87
 5

65
 1

05
 3

81
 8

2 
10

6
 2

1 
41

5
 2

3 
84

2
 8

 6
36

1 
07

4 
51

1
R

EP
O

R
T 

O
N

G
O

VE
R

N
M

EN
T

SE
R

VI
C

ES
 2

00
8

SC
H

O
O

L 
E

D
U

C
A

TI
O

N



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.9

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.9
R

ea
l A

us
tr

al
ia

n,
 S

ta
te

 a
nd

 T
er

rit
or

y 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t r
ec

ur
re

nt
 e

xp
en

di
tu

re
 (a

)
N

S
W

V
ic

Q
ld

W
A

S
A

Ta
s

A
C

T
N

T
A

us
t

20
04

-0
5

 3
65

 2
83

 2
87

 9
47

 1
93

 3
28

 1
08

 2
23

 8
3 

98
5

 2
1 

75
3

 2
4 

20
6

 8
 7

73
1 

09
3 

49
7

20
05

-0
6

 3
68

 6
89

 2
91

 7
82

 1
99

 2
66

 1
11

 1
93

 8
5 

69
9

 2
2 

18
7

 2
4 

45
9

 8
 9

64
1 

11
2 

23
7

Av
er

ag
e 

FT
E 

st
ud

en
t p

op
ul

at
io

n 
in

 a
ll 

sc
ho

ol
s 

(n
o.

)
20

01
-0

2
1 

10
3 

61
2

 8
13

 9
36

 6
17

 1
35

 3
28

 3
53

 2
52

 7
39

 8
4 

13
8

 6
0 

72
0

 3
7 

29
4

3 
29

7 
92

3
20

02
-0

3
1 

10
7 

57
9

 8
18

 8
96

 6
26

 5
25

 3
35

 6
97

 2
52

 3
14

 8
3 

84
9

 6
0 

48
9

 3
7 

27
2

3 
32

2 
61

9
20

03
-0

4
1 

10
8 

75
0

 8
22

 7
21

 6
36

 1
25

 3
36

 0
11

 2
52

 1
50

 8
3 

80
2

 6
0 

10
8

 3
7 

45
2

3 
33

7 
11

8
20

04
-0

5
1 

10
8 

82
6

 8
26

 0
63

 6
44

 8
93

 3
38

 1
13

 2
52

 3
49

 8
3 

66
3

 5
9 

85
4

 3
7 

66
8

3 
35

1 
42

8
20

05
-0

6
1 

10
9 

68
6

 8
29

 7
36

 6
53

 9
62

 3
41

 3
34

 2
52

 9
35

 8
3 

48
4

 5
9 

72
0

 3
7 

95
4

3 
36

8 
80

9
S

ta
te

 a
nd

 T
er

rit
or

y 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t r
ec

ur
re

nt
 e

xp
en

di
tu

re
 p

er
 F

TE
 s

tu
de

nt
 in

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 U
C

C
 ($

00
0)

20
05

-0
6

 1
0 

26
0

 9
 4

18
 1

0 
04

2
 1

1 
44

4
 1

0 
38

4
 1

0 
37

2
 1

2 
26

7
 1

4 
83

1
 1

0 
23

9
S

ta
te

 a
nd

 T
er

rit
or

y 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t r
ec

ur
re

nt
 e

xp
en

di
tu

re
 p

er
 F

TE
 s

tu
de

nt
 in

 n
on

-g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 U
C

C
 ($

00
0)

20
05

-0
6

 1
 8

91
 1

 1
49

 2
 4

68
 1

 9
14

 1
 2

76
 1

 6
68

 1
 5

65
 3

 6
51

 1
 7

57
R

ea
l A

us
tra

lia
n,

 S
ta

te
 a

nd
 T

er
rit

or
y 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t r

ec
ur

re
nt

 e
xp

en
di

tu
re

 p
er

 F
TE

 s
tu

de
nt

 in
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t s
ch

oo
ls

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 U

C
C

 (2
00

5-
06

 $
 p

er
 s

tu
de

nt
) (

f)
20

01
-0

2
 1

0 
61

1
 9

 5
78

 9
 9

79
 1

0 
73

6
 1

0 
57

6
 1

0 
59

7
 1

1 
13

4
 1

8 
04

5
 1

0 
35

7
20

02
-0

3
 1

1 
40

5
 1

0 
04

1
 1

0 
15

8
 1

1 
13

7
 1

0 
60

9
 1

0 
74

8
 1

1 
83

4
 1

6 
54

5
 1

0 
80

4
20

03
-0

4
 1

1 
24

4
 1

0 
14

6
 1

0 
38

9
 1

1 
38

1
 1

1 
04

0
 1

0 
69

4
 1

2 
78

4
 1

6 
15

3
 1

0 
88

4
20

04
-0

5
 1

1 
47

8
 1

0 
15

7
 1

0 
94

5
 1

2 
60

1
 1

1 
26

3
 1

0 
95

1
 1

2 
89

8
 1

5 
97

3
 1

1 
22

0
20

05
-0

6
 1

1 
27

9
 1

0 
35

2
 1

1 
04

3
 1

2 
51

2
 1

1 
36

3
 1

1 
36

1
 1

3 
16

5
 1

6 
64

7
 1

1 
24

3
R

ea
l A

us
tra

lia
n,

 S
ta

te
 a

nd
 T

er
rit

or
y 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t r

ec
ur

re
nt

 e
xp

en
di

tu
re

 p
er

 F
TE

 s
tu

de
nt

 in
 n

on
-g

ov
er

nm
en

t s
ch

oo
ls

 (2
00

5-
06

 $
 p

er
 s

tu
de

nt
) (

f),
 (g

)
20

01
-0

2
 5

 7
03

 5
 0

65
 6

 0
88

 6
 2

27
 5

 3
25

 5
 5

76
 5

 2
51

 9
 2

68
 5

 6
34

20
02

-0
3

 5
 6

86
 5

 1
17

 6
 0

27
 5

 8
50

 5
 2

90
 5

 6
39

 5
 2

03
 9

 3
17

 5
 5

96
20

03
-0

4
 6

 1
91

 5
 4

72
 6

 6
81

 6
 3

70
 5

 6
36

 6
 1

00
 5

 6
40

 9
 4

99
 6

 0
73

20
04

-0
5

 6
 5

03
 5

 7
08

 7
 0

05
 6

 4
83

 6
 0

52
 6

 4
66

 5
 5

23
 8

 4
96

 6
 3

39
20

05
-0

6
 6

 2
85

 5
 6

14
 7

 3
26

 6
 4

21
 5

 8
37

 6
 3

63
 5

 5
94

 9
 5

45
 6

 2
87

R
EP

O
R

T 
O

N
G

O
VE

R
N

M
EN

T
SE

R
VI

C
ES

 2
00

8
SC

H
O

O
L 

E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.9

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.9
R

ea
l A

us
tr

al
ia

n,
 S

ta
te

 a
nd

 T
er

rit
or

y 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t r
ec

ur
re

nt
 e

xp
en

di
tu

re
 (a

)
N

S
W

V
ic

Q
ld

W
A

S
A

Ta
s

A
C

T
N

T
A

us
t

R
ea

l g
ov

er
nm

en
t r

ec
ur

re
nt

 e
xp

en
di

tu
re

 p
er

 F
TE

 s
tu

de
nt

 in
 a

ll 
sc

ho
ol

s,
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

us
er

 c
os

t o
f c

ap
ita

l (
20

05
-0

6 
$ 

pe
r s

tu
de

nt
)

20
01

-0
2

 9
 0

64
 8

 0
29

 8
 8

59
 9

 3
87

 8
 9

56
 9

 3
48

 8
 8

99
 1

6 
04

7
 8

 8
77

20
02

-0
3

 9
 5

74
 8

 3
41

 8
 9

57
 9

 5
16

 8
 9

19
 9

 4
62

 9
 2

56
 1

4 
89

3
 9

 1
49

20
03

-0
4

 9
 6

02
 8

 5
26

 9
 2

96
 9

 8
09

 9
 2

80
 9

 5
20

 9
 9

50
 1

4 
61

8
 9

 3
35

20
04

-0
5

 9
 8

39
 8

 6
06

 9
 7

63
 1

0 
64

3
 9

 5
29

 9
 7

85
 9

 9
16

 1
4 

23
2

 9
 6

28
20

05
-0

6
 9

 6
20

 8
 6

86
 9

 9
10

 1
0 

52
8

 9
 4

91
 1

0 
03

3
 1

0 
06

5
 1

4 
97

0
 9

 6
07

U
se

r c
os

t o
f c

ap
ita

l f
or

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
, 2

00
5-

06
 ($

'0
00

) (
h)

La
nd

 4
51

 0
93

 3
58

 9
21

 2
65

 1
09

 1
43

 6
03

 6
3 

23
3

 2
1 

66
6

 3
 3

77
 3

 0
24

1 
31

0 
02

6
O

th
er

 a
ss

et
s

 5
92

 9
46

 3
73

 6
91

 5
76

 2
02

 2
88

 4
43

 9
3 

25
0

 3
5 

05
6

 3
8 

30
1

 4
0 

87
2

2 
03

8 
76

0
To

ta
l a

ss
et

s
1 

04
4 

03
9

 7
32

 6
11

 8
41

 3
11

 4
32

 0
45

 1
56

 4
84

 5
6 

72
2

 4
1 

67
8

 4
3 

89
6

3 
34

8 
78

7
U

se
r c

os
t o

f c
ap

ita
l p

er
 F

TE
 s

tu
de

nt
 in

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
, 2

00
5-

06
 ($

) (
g)

, (
h)

La
nd

  6
09

  6
67

  5
83

  6
24

  3
78

  3
53

  9
6

  1
04

  5
81

O
th

er
 a

ss
et

s
  8

00
  6

95
 1

 2
67

 1
 2

53
  5

58
  5

72
 1

 0
86

 1
 4

10
  9

03
To

ta
l a

ss
et

s
 1

 4
09

 1
 3

62
 1

 8
50

 1
 8

77
  9

36
  9

25
 1

 1
82

 1
 5

14
 1

 4
84

(a
)

(b
)

(c
)

(d
)

(e
)

(f)

Th
is

ta
bl

e
in

te
gr

at
es

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

fro
m

ta
bl

es
4A

.6
to

4A
.8

an
d

4A
.1

0,
an

d
St

at
e

an
d

Te
rr

ito
ry

da
ta

.S
om

e
da

ta
in

cl
ud

e
ca

pi
ta

la
m

ou
nt

s
an

d
ex

cl
ud

e
us

er
co

st
of

ca
pi

ta
l(

U
C

C
),

as
la

be
lle

d,
fo

r
th

e
pu

rp
os

e
of

co
m

pa
ris

on
to

pr
ev

io
us

ye
ar

s'
re

po
rti

ng
.W

he
re

it
is

st
at

ed
th

e
U

C
C

is
in

cl
ud

ed
,t

hi
s

re
la

te
s

to
go

ve
rn

m
en

t
sc

ho
ol

ex
pe

nd
itu

re
on

ly
.D

ep
re

ci
at

io
n

an
d

us
er

co
st

of
ca

pi
ta

le
xp

en
se

s
re

la
tin

g
to

go
ve

rn
m

en
ts

ch
oo

ls
ha

ve
be

en
at

tri
bu

te
d

to
St

at
es

/T
er

rit
or

ie
s

ba
se

d
on

ow
ne

rs
hi

p
of

th
e

un
de

rly
in

g
as

se
ts

.A
po

rti
on

of
th

es
e

as
se

ts
w

ill
ha

ve
be

en
ac

qu
ire

d
th

ro
ug

h
Au

st
ra

lia
n

G
ov

er
nm

en
tc

ap
ita

lc
on

tri
bu

tio
ns

,w
ith

St
at

es
an

d
Te

rr
ito

rie
s

re
sp

on
si

bl
e

fo
r

m
ai

nt
en

an
ce

co
st

s.
Au

st
ra

lia
n

G
ov

er
nm

en
t

ex
pe

nd
itu

re
da

ta
in

th
is

ta
bl

e
in

cl
ud

e
on

ly
Au

st
ra

lia
n

G
ov

er
nm

en
t

sp
ec

ifi
c

pu
rp

os
e

pa
ym

en
ts

. O
th

er
 A

us
tra

lia
n 

G
ov

er
nm

en
t f

un
di

ng
 fo

r s
ch

oo
ls

 a
nd

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
is

 n
ot

 in
cl

ud
ed

.

Se
e 

ta
bl

e 
4A

.7
 fo

r e
xp

la
na

tio
ns

 o
n 

th
e 

de
riv

at
io

n 
of

 th
es

e 
fig

ur
es

.

Se
e 

ta
bl

e 
4A

.6
 fo

r e
xp

la
na

tio
ns

 o
n 

th
e 

de
riv

at
io

n 
of

 th
es

e 
fig

ur
es

.

In
cl

ud
es

Au
st

ra
lia

n,
St

at
e

an
d

Te
rr

ito
ry

go
ve

rn
m

en
t

ex
pe

nd
itu

re
on

go
ve

rn
m

en
t

sc
ho

ol
s,

Au
st

ra
lia

n
G

ov
er

nm
en

t
sp

ec
ifi

c
pu

rp
os

e
pa

ym
en

ts
fo

r
no

n-
go

ve
rn

m
en

t s
ch

oo
ls

, a
nd

 s
ta

te
 a

nd
 te

rr
ito

ry
 p

ay
m

en
ts

 to
 n

on
-g

ov
er

nm
en

t s
ch

oo
ls

. 

D
er

iv
ed

by
su

bt
ra

ct
in

g
Au

st
ra

lia
n

G
ov

er
nm

en
t

sp
ec

ifi
c

pu
rp

os
e

pa
ym

en
ts

fo
r

go
ve

rn
m

en
t

sc
ho

ol
s

fro
m

Au
st

ra
lia

n,
St

at
e

an
d

Te
rr

ito
ry

go
ve

rn
m

en
t

ex
pe

nd
itu

re
 o

n 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t s
ch

oo
ls

.

R
ea

l d
ol

la
rs

 a
re

 p
re

vi
ou

s 
ye

ar
s 

ex
pe

nd
itu

re
 in

 c
ur

re
nt

 y
ea

rs
 d

ol
la

rs
 a

fte
r b

as
in

g 
ex

pe
nd

itu
re

 o
n 

th
e 

AB
S 

G
D

P 
pr

ic
e 

de
fla

to
r 2

00
5-

06
 =

 1
00

 (t
ab

le
 A

A.
26

).

R
EP

O
R

T 
O

N
G

O
VE

R
N

M
EN

T
SE

R
VI

C
ES

 2
00

8
SC

H
O

O
L 

E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.9

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.9
R

ea
l A

us
tr

al
ia

n,
 S

ta
te

 a
nd

 T
er

rit
or

y 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t r
ec

ur
re

nt
 e

xp
en

di
tu

re
 (a

)
N

S
W

V
ic

Q
ld

W
A

S
A

Ta
s

A
C

T
N

T
A

us
t

(g
)

(h
)

S
ou

rc
e

:
AB

S
20

03
S

ch
oo

ls
A

us
tra

lia
20

02
,C

at
.n

o.
42

21
.0

;A
BS

20
04

S
ch

oo
ls

A
us

tra
lia

20
03

,C
at

.n
o.

42
21

.0
;A

BS
20

05
S

ch
oo

ls
A

us
tra

lia
20

04
,C

at
.n

o.
42

21
.0

;
AB

S
20

06
S

ch
oo

ls
A

us
tra

lia
20

05
,

C
at

.
no

.
42

21
.0

;
AB

S
20

07
S

ch
oo

ls
A

us
tra

lia
20

06
,

C
at

.
no

.
42

21
.0

;
D

ES
T

(u
np

ub
lis

he
d)

;
M

C
EE

TY
A

N
SS

C
 (u

np
ub

lis
he

d)
; S

ta
te

 a
nd

 T
er

rit
or

y 
go

ve
rn

m
en

ts
 (u

np
ub

lis
he

d)
.

Fi
gu

re
s

ar
e

de
riv

ed
by

di
vi

di
ng

Au
st

ra
lia

n,
St

at
e

an
d

Te
rr

ito
ry

go
ve

rn
m

en
te

xp
en

di
tu

re
on

no
n-

go
ve

rn
m

en
ts

ch
oo

ls
by

av
er

ag
e

st
ud

en
tp

op
ul

at
io

n
in

20
05

an
d 

20
06

.

U
se

r
co

st
of

ca
pi

ta
li

s
as

su
m

ed
to

be
8

pe
r

ce
nt

of
th

e
va

lu
e

of
la

nd
an

d
ot

he
r

as
se

ts
.O

th
er

as
se

ts
co

m
pr

is
e

bu
ild

in
gs

an
d

eq
ui

pm
en

t.
As

se
tv

al
ue

s
ar

e
re

po
rte

d 
in

 ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
0.

R
EP

O
R

T 
O

N
G

O
VE

R
N

M
EN

T
SE

R
VI

C
ES

 2
00

8
SC

H
O

O
L 

E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
0

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
0

N
S

W
 (e

), 
(f)

V
ic

 (g
)

Q
ld

 (
h)

W
A

S
A

Ta
s

A
C

T
N

T
A

us
t

20
01

-0
2

To
ta

l a
ss

et
s 

(g
ro

ss
)

17
 6

08
 5

11
na

7 
81

0 
57

1
4 

03
8 

08
8

na
na

 5
76

 7
94

na
na

Le
ss

 a
cc

um
ul

at
ed

 d
ep

re
ci

at
io

n
4 

53
9 

28
5

na
2 

13
0 

60
1

 3
08

 2
61

na
na

 2
4 

84
5

na
na

To
ta

l a
ss

et
s 

(W
D

V)
 (c

)
13

 0
69

 2
26

na
5 

67
9 

97
0

3 
72

9 
82

7
na

na
 5

51
 9

49
na

na
La

nd
3 

37
1 

57
0

2 
15

3 
53

2
1 

16
4 

74
9

 8
55

 3
63

 3
49

 8
11

 5
0 

71
8

 2
9 

16
0

 4
0 

59
5

8 
01

5 
49

8
Bu

ild
in

gs
, e

qu
ip

m
en

t a
nd

 o
th

er
9 

67
3 

34
5

3 
38

8 
98

2
4 

41
8 

24
4

2 
85

5 
79

7
1 

08
2 

56
0

 6
71

 4
38

 5
18

 0
44

 5
83

 7
95

23
 1

92
 2

05
An

nu
al

 d
ep

re
ci

at
io

n
 2

21
 1

81
 1

71
 4

23
 1

13
 0

95
 6

7 
76

0
 4

9 
61

7
 1

4 
64

2
 1

9 
70

7
 2

1 
03

1
 6

78
 4

56
U

se
r c

os
t o

f c
ap

ita
l

1 
04

3 
59

3
 4

43
 4

01
 4

46
 6

39
 2

96
 8

93
 1

14
 5

90
 5

7 
77

2
 4

3 
77

6
 4

9 
95

1
2 

49
6 

61
6

20
02

-0
3

To
ta

l a
ss

et
s 

(g
ro

ss
)

19
 9

37
 3

56
na

8 
76

3 
02

0
4 

13
1 

77
7

3 
16

4 
22

1
na

 5
58

 6
13

 5
78

 3
20

na
Le

ss
 a

cc
um

ul
at

ed
 d

ep
re

ci
at

io
n

7 
25

1 
29

6
na

2 
40

9 
35

0
 3

66
 8

34
1 

63
7 

99
7

na
 4

4 
52

8
 1

99
 9

18
na

To
ta

l a
ss

et
s 

(W
D

V)
 (c

)
12

 6
86

 0
60

na
6 

35
3 

67
0

3 
76

4 
94

3
1 

52
6 

22
4

na
 5

14
 0

85
 3

78
 4

02
na

La
nd

5 
49

6 
03

6
3 

21
1 

82
4

1 
53

1 
10

6
 8

55
 3

91
 4

40
 2

83
 5

0 
48

9
 3

9 
14

1
 3

7 
56

3
11

 6
61

 8
33

Bu
ild

in
gs

, e
qu

ip
m

en
t a

nd
 o

th
er

7 
19

0 
02

4
3 

99
1 

64
3

4 
82

2 
56

4
2 

90
9 

55
2

1 
08

5 
94

1
 6

79
 2

13
 5

14
 0

84
 5

40
 7

57
21

 7
33

 7
78

An
nu

al
 d

ep
re

ci
at

io
n

 2
24

 0
73

 2
19

 4
47

 1
19

 8
78

 7
3 

04
6

 4
9 

24
6

 1
5 

02
3

 2
2 

42
1

 2
1 

55
1

 7
44

 6
85

U
se

r c
os

t o
f c

ap
ita

l
1 

01
4 

88
5

 5
76

 2
77

 5
08

 2
94

 3
01

 1
95

 1
22

 0
98

 5
8 

37
6

 4
4 

25
8

 4
6 

26
6

2 
67

1 
64

9
20

03
-0

4
To

ta
l a

ss
et

s 
(g

ro
ss

)
20

 1
69

 9
31

8 
09

9 
68

8
10

 0
96

 7
45

4 
29

0 
91

5
3 

37
2 

88
8

1 
19

3 
59

9
 6

04
 5

94
 7

92
 3

01
48

 6
48

 6
03

Le
ss

 a
cc

um
ul

at
ed

 d
ep

re
ci

at
io

n
7 

43
7 

33
0

 1
01

 4
56

2 
68

7 
99

1
 4

72
 8

00
1 

67
3 

62
8

 4
72

 8
29

 6
6 

73
7

 2
27

 7
63

13
 1

40
 5

34
To

ta
l a

ss
et

s 
(W

D
V)

 (c
)

12
 7

32
 6

01
7 

99
8 

23
2

7 
40

8 
75

4
3 

81
8 

11
5

1 
69

9 
26

0
 7

20
 7

70
 5

37
 8

57
 5

64
 5

38
35

 5
08

 0
69

La
nd

5 
60

4 
59

2
4 

00
2 

09
3

2 
33

3 
55

0
 8

42
 1

33
 6

39
 8

10
 5

0 
08

5
 7

4 
65

3
 3

7 
40

3
13

 5
84

 3
19

Bu
ild

in
gs

, e
qu

ip
m

en
t a

nd
 o

th
er

7 
12

8 
00

9
3 

99
6 

13
9

5 
07

5 
20

4
2 

97
5 

98
2

1 
05

9 
45

0
 6

70
 6

85
 4

63
 2

04
 5

27
 1

35
21

 8
95

 8
08

An
nu

al
 d

ep
re

ci
at

io
n

 1
84

 5
66

 1
98

 8
68

 1
23

 3
60

 7
9 

23
4

 4
9 

60
9

 1
4 

79
1

 2
3 

05
2

 1
5 

04
6

 6
88

 5
26

U
se

r c
os

t o
f c

ap
ita

l
1 

01
8 

60
8

 6
39

 8
59

 5
92

 7
00

 3
05

 4
49

 1
35

 9
41

 5
7 

66
2

 4
3 

02
9

 4
5 

16
3

2 
83

8 
41

0

Va
lu

e 
of

 c
ap

ita
l s

to
ck

, g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
 ($

’0
00

) (
a)

, (
b)

, (
c)

, (
d)

R
EP

O
R

T 
O

N
G

O
VE

R
N

M
EN

T
SE

R
VI

C
ES

 2
00

8
SC

H
O

O
L 

E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
0

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
0

N
S

W
 (e

), 
(f)

V
ic

 (g
)

Q
ld

 (
h)

W
A

S
A

Ta
s

A
C

T
N

T
A

us
t

Va
lu

e 
of

 c
ap

ita
l s

to
ck

, g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
 ($

’0
00

) (
a)

, (
b)

, (
c)

, (
d)

20
04

-0
5

To
ta

l a
ss

et
s 

(g
ro

ss
)

20
 4

50
 1

74
9 

73
7 

16
3

13
 6

25
 6

06
5 

82
8 

46
5

3 
82

5 
95

7
 6

98
 5

03
 7

98
 8

41
 6

57
 0

74
55

 7
06

 5
50

Le
ss

 a
cc

um
ul

at
ed

 d
ep

re
ci

at
io

n
7 

63
5 

15
5

 7
17

 7
16

3 
64

5 
87

0
 3

35
 9

79
1 

91
3 

13
7

 3
3 

55
9

 2
43

 7
93

 9
1 

40
7

14
 6

16
 6

16
To

ta
l a

ss
et

s 
(W

D
V)

 (c
)

12
 8

15
 0

19
9 

01
9 

44
7

9 
97

9 
73

6
5 

49
2 

48
6

1 
91

2 
82

0
 6

64
 9

44
 5

55
 0

48
 5

65
 6

67
41

 0
89

 9
34

La
nd

5 
61

8 
41

2
4 

10
9 

43
2

3 
85

4 
13

1
1 

52
1 

31
1

 7
28

 2
00

 2
50

 9
19

 3
7 

94
5

 8
7 

19
6

16
 2

07
 5

46
Bu

ild
in

gs
, e

qu
ip

m
en

t a
nd

 o
th

er
7 

19
6 

60
7

4 
91

0 
01

6
6 

12
5 

60
5

3 
97

1 
17

5
1 

18
4 

62
0

 4
14

 0
25

 5
17

 1
04

 4
78

 4
71

24
 7

97
 6

23
An

nu
al

 d
ep

re
ci

at
io

n
 1

95
 5

62
 2

24
 5

73
 1

42
 7

94
 1

48
 7

80
 5

2 
25

7
 2

1 
38

2
 1

5 
07

5
 2

3 
27

4
 8

23
 6

97
U

se
r c

os
t o

f c
ap

ita
l

1 
02

5 
20

2
 7

21
 5

56
 7

98
 3

79
 4

39
 3

99
 1

53
 0

26
 5

3 
19

6
 4

4 
40

4
 4

5 
25

3
3 

28
0 

41
4

20
05

-0
6

To
ta

l a
ss

et
s 

(g
ro

ss
)

20
 9

10
 3

83
10

 0
00

 9
21

14
 8

34
 8

10
5 

91
6 

94
5

3 
90

2 
80

6
 7

45
 4

44
 6

22
 9

27
 8

08
 2

15
57

 7
42

 4
51

Le
ss

 a
cc

um
ul

at
ed

 d
ep

re
ci

at
io

n
7 

85
9 

89
2

 8
43

 2
79

4 
31

8 
42

1
 5

16
 3

77
1 

94
6 

75
9

 3
6 

41
6

 1
01

 9
56

 2
59

 5
18

15
 8

82
 6

18
To

ta
l a

ss
et

s 
(W

D
V)

 (c
)

12
 9

68
 5

63
9 

15
7 

64
2

10
 5

16
 3

89
5 

40
0 

56
8

1 
95

6 
04

7
 7

09
 0

28
 5

20
 9

71
 5

48
 6

97
41

 7
77

 9
05

La
nd

5 
63

8 
66

3
4 

48
6 

50
7

3 
31

3 
86

6
1 

79
5 

03
6

 7
90

 4
15

 2
70

 8
28

 4
2 

20
9

 3
7 

80
2

16
 3

75
 3

26
Bu

ild
in

gs
, e

qu
ip

m
en

t a
nd

 o
th

er
7 

41
1 

82
8

4 
67

1 
13

5
7 

20
2 

52
3

3 
60

5 
53

2
1 

16
5 

63
1

 4
38

 2
00

 4
78

 7
62

 5
10

 8
95

25
 4

84
 5

06
An

nu
al

 d
ep

re
ci

at
io

n
 2

25
 1

28
 2

39
 6

77
 1

78
 5

75
 1

25
 8

98
 5

3 
48

5
 2

2 
75

2
 2

3 
29

0
 1

5 
28

9
 8

84
 0

94
U

se
r c

os
t o

f c
ap

ita
l

1 
04

4 
03

9
 7

32
 6

11
 8

41
 3

11
 4

32
 0

45
 1

56
 4

84
 5

6 
72

2
 4

1 
67

8
 4

3 
89

6
3 

34
8 

78
7

(a
)

(b
)

(c
)

(d
)

(e
)

(f)

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
1 

co
nt

ai
ns

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 th

e 
tre

at
m

en
t o

f a
ss

et
s.

As
se

tv
al

ue
s

fo
rN

SW
in

20
00

-0
1

to
20

02
-0

3
ar

e
in

w
rit

te
n

do
w

n
va

lu
es

(n
et

of
ac

cu
m

ul
at

ed
de

pr
ec

ia
tio

n)
to

al
ig

n
w

ith
M

C
EE

TY
A

tre
at

m
en

t.
Th

e
ch

an
ge

in
W

D
V

of
as

se
ts

in
20

01
-0

2
is

du
e

to
a

re
va

lu
at

io
n

of
al

la
ss

et
s

by
N

SW
D

ep
ar

tm
en

to
fE

du
ca

tio
n

an
d

Tr
ai

ni
ng

in
th

at
ye

ar
an

d
th

e
al

ig
nm

en
to

fW
D

V
nu

m
be

rs
w

ith
M

C
EE

TY
A.

W
rii

te
n

D
ow

n
Va

lu
e

of
as

se
ts

re
po

rte
d

do
no

ti
nc

lu
de

$8
1.

92
8

m
illi

on
of

Pu
bl

ic
Pr

iv
at

e
Fi

na
nc

ia
lL

ea
se

Pr
oj

ec
ts

.T
he

va
lu

e
of

th
es

e 
fin

an
ce

 le
as

e 
as

se
ts

 a
re

 n
ot

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 th

e 
ca

lc
ul

at
io

n 
of

 U
C

C
 c

ha
rg

es
 in

 ta
bl

e 
4A

.9
.

Th
e 

va
lu

e 
of

 c
ap

ita
l s

to
ck

 is
 c

on
si

st
en

t w
ith

 th
e 

w
rit

te
n 

do
w

n 
va

lu
e 

tre
at

m
en

t o
f c

ap
ita

l a
ss

et
s 

fro
m

 2
00

0.
Th

e
w

rit
te

n
do

w
n

va
lu

e
(W

D
V)

of
ca

pi
ta

la
ss

et
s

=
gr

os
s

va
lu

e
of

ca
pi

ta
la

ss
et

s
le

ss
ac

cu
m

ul
at

ed
de

pr
ec

ia
tio

n.
(L

es
s

Pu
bl

ic
Pr

iv
at

e
Le

as
eh

ol
ds

fo
rN

SW
on

ly
).

D
ep

re
ci

at
io

n 
co

st
s 

al
ig

n 
w

ith
 M

C
EE

TY
A 

tre
at

m
en

t.

Pu
bl

ic
Pr

iv
at

e
Fi

na
nc

ia
lL

ea
se

Pr
oj

ec
ts

ar
e

sh
ow

n
se

pa
ra

te
ly

fo
r

N
SW

.I
ti

s
no

ti
nc

lu
de

d
in

th
e

ca
lc

ul
at

io
n

of
U

C
C

ch
ar

ge
s

in
th

e
M

C
EE

TY
A

Fi
na

nc
ia

l
Ta

bl
es

 a
nd

 in
 ta

bl
e 

4A
.9

.
R

EP
O

R
T 

O
N

G
O

VE
R

N
M

EN
T

SE
R

VI
C

ES
 2

00
8

SC
H

O
O

L 
E

D
U

C
A

TI
O

N



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
0

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
0

N
S

W
 (e

), 
(f)

V
ic

 (g
)

Q
ld

 (
h)

W
A

S
A

Ta
s

A
C

T
N

T
A

us
t

Va
lu

e 
of

 c
ap

ita
l s

to
ck

, g
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ch
oo

ls
 ($

’0
00

) (
a)

, (
b)

, (
c)

, (
d)

(g
)

(h
)

S
ou

rc
e

: M
C

EE
TY

A 
N

SS
C

 (u
np

ub
lis

he
d)

; S
ta

te
 a

nd
 T

er
rit

or
y 

go
ve

rn
m

en
ts

 (u
np

ub
lis

he
d)

.

Fr
om

20
02

-0
3

on
w

ar
ds

Q
ue

en
sl

an
d

da
ta

in
cl

ud
e

in
ta

ng
ib

le
as

se
ts

,a
ta

gr
os

s
va

lu
e

of
$3

8.
9

m
illi

on
(in

20
02

-0
3)

an
d

re
la

te
d

ac
cu

m
ul

at
ed

am
or

tis
at

io
n

of
$1

9.
2 

m
illi

on
 (i

n 
20

02
-0

3)
.

na
 N

ot
 a

va
ila

bl
e.

In
Vi

ct
or

ia
,h

er
ita

ge
an

d
cu

ltu
ra

lc
om

po
ne

nt
s

ar
e

no
tc

on
si

de
re

d
as

va
lu

at
io

ns
ar

e
on

th
e

ba
si

s
of

re
pl

ac
em

en
tv

al
ue

.T
he

an
nu

al
de

pr
ec

ia
tio

n
ch

ar
ge

co
ns

is
ts

 o
f d

ep
re

ci
at

io
n 

on
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 a
nd

 le
as

eh
ol

d 
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
, p

la
nt

 a
nd

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t.

R
EP

O
R

T 
O

N
G

O
VE

R
N

M
EN

T
SE

R
VI

C
ES

 2
00

8
SC

H
O

O
L 

E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
1

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
1

Tr
ea

tm
en

t o
f a

ss
et

s 
by

 s
ch

oo
l e

du
ca

tio
n 

ag
en

ci
es

 (a
), 

(b
), 

(c
)

N
S

W
V

ic
Q

ld
W

A
S

A
Ta

s
A

C
T

N
T

D
ep

re
ci

ab
le

 a
ss

et
s

St
ra

ig
ht

 li
ne

St
ra

ig
ht

 li
ne

St
ra

ig
ht

 li
ne

St
ra

ig
ht

 li
ne

St
ra

ig
ht

 li
ne

St
ra

ig
ht

 li
ne

St
ra

ig
ht

 li
ne

St
ra

ig
ht

 li
ne

R
ev

al
ua

tio
n 

m
et

ho
d 

La
nd

Fa
ir 

va
lu

e
Fa

ir 
va

lu
e

Fa
ir 

va
lu

e
Fa

ir 
va

lu
e

Fa
ir 

va
lu

e
Fa

ir 
va

lu
e

C
os

t a
s 

at
 1

 
Ju

ly
 2

00
2

Fa
ir 

va
lu

e

Bu
ild

in
gs

Fa
ir 

va
lu

e
Fa

ir 
va

lu
e

Fa
ir 

va
lu

e
Fa

ir 
va

lu
e

Fa
ir 

va
lu

e
Fa

ir 
va

lu
e

C
os

t a
s 

at
 1

 
Ju

ly
 2

00
2

Fa
ir 

va
lu

e

O
th

er
 a

ss
et

s
Fa

ir 
va

lu
e

na
Fa

ir 
va

lu
e/

 
hi

st
or

ic
 c

os
t

C
os

t
Fa

ir 
va

lu
e/

 
hi

st
or

ic
 c

os
t

H
is

to
ric

 c
os

t
C

os
t a

s 
at

 1
 

Ju
ly

 2
00

2
na

La
nd

, b
ui

ld
in

gs
5 

ye
ar

s
5 

ye
ar

s
5 

ye
ar

s
3 

ye
ar

s
La

nd
 a

nn
ua

l/ 
bu

ild
in

gs
 2

 
ye

ar
s

An
nu

al
na

5 
ye

ar
s

O
th

er
 a

ss
et

s
N

ot
 re

va
lu

ed
na

na
As

 re
qu

ire
d

3 
ye

ar
s

na
na

na

Bu
ild

in
gs

50
 y

ea
rs

60
 y

ea
rs

32
-8

0 
ye

ar
s

40
 y

ea
rs

25
 to

 1
06

 
ye

ar
s 

(in
cl

 
pa

vi
ng

 a
nd

 
po

ol
s)

5-
80

 y
ea

rs
50

 y
ea

rs
50

 y
ea

rs

Sp
ec

ia
lis

t e
qu

ip
m

en
t

3-
30

 y
ea

rs
na

5-
20

 y
ea

rs
8-

12
.5

 y
ea

rs
na

na
5-

20
 y

ea
rs

na

IT
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t
3-

15
 y

ea
rs

3-
5 

ye
ar

s
5 

ye
ar

s
4-

5 
ye

ar
s

3-
5 

ye
ar

s
3-

10
 y

ea
rs

3-
8 

ye
ar

s
na

O
th

er
 v

eh
ic

le
s

5-
15

 y
ea

rs
na

5-
10

 y
ea

rs
5 

ye
ar

s
12

-2
0 

ye
ar

s
3-

10
 y

ea
rs

6 
ye

ar
s

4-
10

 y
ea

rs
O

ffi
ce

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t (

d)
3-

30
 y

ea
rs

5-
10

 y
ea

rs
5-

10
 y

ea
rs

8 
ye

ar
s

10
-1

5 
ye

ar
s

3-
30

 y
ea

rs
5-

10
 y

ea
rs

4-
10

 y
ea

rs
O

th
er

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t (

e)
3-

30
 y

ea
rs

5-
10

 y
ea

rs
5-

10
 y

ea
rs

8-
12

.5
 y

ea
rs

7-
10

 y
ea

rs
3-

30
 y

ea
rs

na
na

Bu
ild

in
gs

 5
0 

00
0

 1
 0

00
 5

 0
00

 5
 0

00
 5

 0
00

 5
 0

00
 2

 0
00

 5
 0

00
IT

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t

 5
 0

00
 5

 0
00

 5
 0

00
 5

 0
00

 5
 0

00
 5

 0
00

 2
 0

00
 5

 0
00

O
th

er
 a

ss
et

s
 5

 0
00

 5
 0

00
 5

 0
00

 5
 0

00
 5

 0
00

 5
 0

00
 2

 0
00

 5
 0

00

D
ep

re
ci

at
io

n 
m

et
ho

d

U
se

fu
l a

ss
et

 li
ve

s

Fr
eq

ue
nc

y 
of

 
re

va
lu

at
io

ns

Th
re

sh
ol

d 
ca

pi
ta

lis
at

io
n 

le
ve

ls
 

($
)

R
EP

O
R

T 
O

N
G

O
VE

R
N

M
EN

T
SE

R
VI

C
ES

 2
00

8
SC

H
O

O
L 

E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
1

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
1

Tr
ea

tm
en

t o
f a

ss
et

s 
by

 s
ch

oo
l e

du
ca

tio
n 

ag
en

ci
es

 (a
), 

(b
), 

(c
)

N
S

W
V

ic
Q

ld
W

A
S

A
Ta

s
A

C
T

N
T

(a
)

(b
)

Es
tim

at
ed

 a
s 

1/
de

pr
ec

ia
tio

n 
ra

te
.

(c
)

As
se

t l
iv

es
 fo

r s
om

e 
as

se
ts

 h
av

e 
be

en
 g

ro
up

ed
 w

ith
 o

th
er

 c
la

ss
ifi

ca
tio

ns
.

(d
)

Fo
r s

om
e 

ju
ris

di
ct

io
ns

, o
ffi

ce
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t i
nc

lu
de

s 
fu

rn
itu

re
 a

nd
 fi

tti
ng

s.
(e

)
Fo

r s
om

e 
ju

ris
di

ct
io

ns
, o

th
er

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t i

nc
lu

de
s 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

te
ch

no
lo

gy
.

na
 N

ot
 a

va
ila

bl
e.

   
   

S
ou

rc
e

:
St

at
e 

an
d 

Te
rr

ito
ry

 g
ov

er
nm

en
ts

 (u
np

ub
lis

he
d)

.

M
ar

ke
tv

al
ue

(M
V)

is
th

e
cu

rr
en

t(
ne

t)
va

lu
e

m
ar

ke
ts

el
lin

g
pr

ic
e

or
ex

ch
an

ge
va

lu
e;

de
pr

iv
al

va
lu

e
m

ay
be

ei
th

er
th

e
de

pr
ec

ia
te

d
re

pl
ac

em
en

tc
os

to
fa

n
as

se
t

of
a

si
m

ila
rs

er
vi

ce
po

te
nt

ia
lo

rt
he

st
re

am
of

its
fu

tu
re

ec
on

om
ic

be
ne

fit
s.

D
R

C
=

th
e

de
pr

ec
ia

te
d

re
pl

ac
em

en
tc

os
t;

C
V

=
th

e
cu

rr
en

tv
al

ue
;M

V
=

th
e

cu
rr

en
t

(n
et

)
va

lu
e,

m
ar

ke
ts

el
lin

g
pr

ic
e

or
ex

ch
an

ge
va

lu
e;

an
d

de
pr

iv
al

va
lu

e
m

ay
be

ei
th

er
th

e
D

R
C

of
an

as
se

to
fa

si
m

ila
r

se
rv

ic
e

po
te

nt
ia

lo
r

th
e

st
re

am
of

its
fu

tu
re

 e
co

no
m

ic
 b

en
ef

its
.

R
EP

O
R

T 
O

N
G

O
VE

R
N

M
EN

T
SE

R
VI

C
ES

 2
00

8
SC

H
O

O
L 

E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
2

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
2

C
om

pa
ra

bi
lit

y 
of

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t e

xp
en

di
tu

re
 o

n 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t s
ch

oo
ls

 —
 it

em
s 

in
cl

ud
ed

, 2
00

5-
06

 (a
)

N
S

W
V

ic
 (b

)
Q

ld
 (b

)
W

A
 (c

)
S

A
Ta

s
A

C
T

 (b
), 

(c
)

N
T

 (b
)

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

 Im
pu

te
d

 Im
pu

te
d

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

..
Ac

cr
ua

l
Ac

cr
ua

l
..

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

na
Ac

cr
ua

l
Ac

cr
ua

l
Ac

cr
ua

l
Ac

cr
ua

l
Ac

cr
ua

l
Ac

cr
ua

l
Ac

cr
ua

l
na

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Ac
cr

ua
l

Pe
r F

TE
 

t
d

t
Fo

rm
ul

a
Fo

rm
ul

a
Fo

rm
ul

a
Pe

r s
tu

de
nt

Pe
r F

TE
 

t
d

t
Fo

rm
ul

a
Pe

r s
tu

de
nt

 In
cl

ud
ed

. 
 E

xc
lu

de
d.

 F
TE

 =
 fu

ll 
tim

e 
eq

ui
va

le
nt

. .
. N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

.
(a

)
(b

)

(c
)

S
ou

rc
e

:
St

at
e 

an
d 

Te
rr

ito
ry

 g
ov

er
nm

en
ts

 (u
np

ub
lis

he
d)

.

Ef
fic

ie
nc

y 
in

di
ca

to
rs

 in
 th

is
 c

ha
pt

er
 a

re
 a

dj
us

te
d 

fo
r d

iff
er

en
ce

s 
in

 p
ay

ro
ll 

ta
x 

an
d 

no
tio

na
l U

C
C

. 

Ba
si

s 
of

 e
st

im
at

e

Ba
si

s 
of

 e
st

im
at

e

U
m

br
el

la
 d

ep
ar

tm
en

t c
os

ts

N
ot

io
na

l U
C

C
 (a

)

Sa
la

rie
s

Su
pe

ra
nn

ua
tio

n

W
or

ke
rs

 c
om

pe
ns

at
io

n
Pa

yr
ol

l t
ax

 (a
)

Ba
si

s 
of

 e
st

im
at

e

Ed
uc

at
io

n 
de

pa
rtm

en
ts

 in
 W

A 
an

d 
th

e 
AC

T 
ar

e 
ex

em
pt

 fr
om

 p
ay

ro
ll 

ta
x.

 

Ba
si

s 
of

 e
st

im
at

e
U

til
iti

es

Ba
si

s 
of

 e
st

im
at

e

Ba
si

s 
of

 e
st

im
at

e

Te
rm

in
at

io
n 

an
d 

lo
ng

 s
er

vi
ce

 le
av

e

Si
ck

 le
av

e
D

ep
re

ci
at

io
n

R
en

t U
m

br
el

la
de

pa
rtm

en
tc

os
ts

ar
e

ap
po

rti
on

ed
ac

co
rd

in
g

to
:u

se
(in

cl
ud

in
g

en
ro

lm
en

t)
in

Vi
ct

or
ia

;c
os

td
riv

er
s

(m
ai

nl
y

st
ud

en
tn

um
be

rs
)i

n
Q

ue
en

sl
an

d;
ac

tiv
ity

-
ba

se
d 

co
st

in
g 

in
 th

e 
AC

T;
 a

nd
 p

ro
 ra

ta
 c

os
ts

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
ex

pe
nd

itu
re

 in
 th

e 
N

T.

R
EP

O
R

T 
O

N
G

O
VE

R
N

M
EN

T
SE

R
VI

C
ES

 2
00

8
SC

H
O

O
L 

E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N



Table 4A.13

Table 4A.13 Students-to-staff ratios, 2006 (a)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Government schools
Teaching staff (b)

Primary schools   16.2   15.9   15.5   16.2   15.7   15.8   13.8   13.3   15.8
Secondary schools   12.4   11.9   13.0   12.5   12.5   13.2   11.9   11.2   12.4
All schools   14.4   13.9   14.4   14.7   14.3   14.6   12.8   12.5   14.3

Non-teaching school staff (c), (d)
Primary schools   49.6   53.7   39.7   31.9   37.9   35.6   45.5   30.9   43.5
Secondary schools   45.4   45.0   37.7   31.9   33.2   33.5   45.4   27.7   40.5
All schools   47.7   49.7   38.9   31.9   36.1   34.6   45.5   29.8   42.3

All school staff (e)
Primary schools   12.2   12.2   11.1   10.7   11.1   11.0   10.6   9.3   11.6
Secondary schools   9.8   9.4   9.7   9.0   9.1   9.4   9.4   8.0   9.5
All schools   11.1   10.9   10.5   10.1   10.3   10.3   10.0   8.8   10.7

Non-government schools
Teaching staff (b)

Primary schools   16.9   15.7   15.9   17.0   16.4   17.0   17.5   17.4   16.4
Secondary schools   11.7   11.5   12.4   12.0   11.8   12.2   12.9   10.5   11.8
All schools   13.8   13.2   14.0   14.2   14.1   14.1   14.7   13.7   13.8

Non-teaching school staff (c), (d)
Primary schools   56.2   53.8   33.6   29.8   49.9   39.7   69.6   29.1   44.9
Secondary schools   36.7   29.4   26.2   29.1   30.3   28.1   34.7   18.5   30.8
All schools   44.5   37.6   29.7   29.5   39.2   32.8   45.8   23.5   36.7

All school staff (e)
Primary schools   13.0   12.2   10.8   10.8   12.3   11.9   14.0   10.9   12.0
Secondary schools   8.9   8.3   8.4   8.5   8.5   8.5   9.4   6.7   8.5
All schools   10.5   9.8   9.5   9.6   10.4   9.9   11.2   8.6   10.0

All schools
Teaching staff (b)

Primary schools   16.4   15.8   15.6   16.4   15.9   16.1   15.0   14.0   16.0
Secondary schools   12.1   11.7   12.8   12.3   12.2   12.8   12.3   11.0   12.2
All schools   14.2   13.7   14.3   14.5   14.2   14.4   13.6   12.8   14.1

Non-teaching school staff (c), (d)
Primary schools   51.4   53.7   37.8   31.3   41.0   36.5   52.4   30.5   43.9
Secondary schools   41.7   37.1   32.5   30.7   32.1   31.7   39.9   24.1   36.1
All schools   46.6   44.6   35.5   31.1   37.1   34.1   45.6   28.0   40.2

All school staff (e)
Primary schools   12.4   12.2   11.0   10.8   11.5   11.2   11.7   9.6   11.7
Secondary schools   9.4   8.9   9.2   8.8   8.8   9.1   9.4   7.6   9.1
All schools   10.9   10.5   10.2   9.9   10.3   10.1   10.4   8.8   10.4

(a) FTE students and FTE staff.
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Table 4A.13

Table 4A.13 Students-to-staff ratios, 2006 (a)
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Source : ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006, Cat. no. 4221.0, Canberra.

Teaching staff have teaching duties (that is, they are engaged to impart the school curriculum) and
spend the majority of their time in contact with students, and support students, either by direct class
contact or on an individual basis. Teaching staff include principals, deputy principals and senior
teachers mainly involved in administrative duties, but not specialist support staff (who, although they
may spend the majority of their time in contact with students, are not engaged directly to impart the
school curriculum).
Non-teaching staff generally perform their duties in one or more schools/Australian educational
establishments as specialist support staff; administrative and clerical staff (including teacher aides and
assistants) mainly perfoming general administrative and clerical duties; and building operations, general
maintenance and other staff (including staff providing associated technical services and janitorial staff).

School staff include all teaching staff and those non-teaching staff who spend more than half their time
actively engaged in one or more schools (excluding cleaners and emergency and casual relief staff).

The ratio of ‘FTE students to FTE non-teaching in school staff’ needs to be interpreted with care
because it can be affected by:
• the amount of administrative work undertaken by staff nominally classified as teachers (such as
principals, assistant principals and senior teachers)
• the proportion of administrative work undertaken outside the school (because administrative tasks
such as personnel management are centralised in some jurisdictions but undertaken at the school level
in others)
• the extent to which technology is applied to teaching, learning and school administration 
• the extent to which there are support staff in the classroom setting and whether these staff are
classified as teaching or non-teaching
• the degree to which schools contract out services.
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Table 4A.14

Table 4A.14

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
Primary schools, by size

1–20   8.6   5.1   12.6   3.0   2.3 – –   20.5   7.3
21–35   7.8   5.9   7.7   4.4   5.3   5.0   1.5   13.3   6.7
36–100   15.2   15.9   18.5   13.3   19.8   18.6   10.6   16.9   16.3
101–200   13.5   20.9   10.8   16.3   21.4   23.6   24.2   2.4   16.0
201–300   16.5   18.9   9.2   20.6   24.7   25.7   22.7   19.3   17.2
301–600   30.8   28.0   23.9   37.3   25.6   25.7   40.9   26.5   29.0
601–1000   7.4   5.1   15.5   5.2   0.9   1.4 –   1.2   7.2
1001+   0.1   0.2   1.8 – – – – –   0.4
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Secondary schools, by size
1–20 – –   0.6 – – – – –   0.1
21–35 – – – – – – – – –
36–100 –   2.7   1.7   2.0 – – – –   1.1
101–200   2.2   5.7   6.1   4.1   6.8   2.6 – –   4.2
201–300   4.9   6.8   4.4   9.2   6.8   12.8   9.5   18.2   6.3
301–600   20.8   24.3   21.5   19.4   34.2   38.5   23.8   18.2   23.3
601–1000   49.7   30.4   31.5   45.9   37.0   35.9   66.7   54.5   40.4
1001+   22.4   30.0   34.3   19.4   15.1   10.3 –   9.1   24.5
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Combined primary/secondary schools, by size (c)
1–20 – – – – – – – – –
21–35 –   1.9 –   13.1   6.5   3.8 –   7.7   5.1
36–100   17.9   5.7   19.1   27.3   29.9   11.5 –   46.2   23.3
101–200   29.9   17.0   19.1   18.2   7.8   19.2 –   5.8   16.7
201–300   34.3   30.2   28.1   21.2   26.0   42.3 –   30.8   28.3
301–600   11.9   20.8   16.9   16.2   15.6   19.2   25.0   9.6   15.6
601–1000   1.5   13.2   3.4   3.0   10.4   3.8   75.0 –   5.6
1001+   4.5   11.3   13.5   1.0   3.9 – – –   5.4
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

(a)
(b)
(c)

– Nil or rounded to zero.
Source :  ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2006.

Combined schools comprise both primary and secondary students. The student numbers for
combined schools are estimated as the sums of the midpoints of their respective primary and
secondary categories in the cross tabulated classification of the NSSC.

Distribution of school sizes — government schools, 2006 (per 
cent) (a), (b)

Data are based on full time equivalent students.
Special schools are excluded from the calculations.
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Table 4A.15

Table 4A.15

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
Primary schools, by size

1–20   2.4   2.1   1.7   2.0 – – –   5.9   1.9
21–35   4.5   3.5   5.0   2.6   2.7   3.4   3.7 –   3.9
36–100   15.7   14.2   15.5   23.5   13.4   10.3   7.4   23.5   15.7
101–200   26.4   29.7   25.1   22.9   25.0   44.8   22.2   29.4   27.0
201–300   14.2   23.4   10.9   22.2   27.7   20.7   18.5   17.6   18.3
301–600   32.7   24.4   38.1   23.5   25.9   20.7   44.4   23.5   29.6
601–1000   4.1   2.8   3.8   3.3   5.4 –   3.7 –   3.6
1001+ – – – – – – – – –
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Secondary schools, by size
1–20   2.0   1.0   1.2   2.5   4.8   12.5 – –   1.9
21–35   1.3   1.0   3.5 – – – – –   1.4
36–100   6.6   5.7   11.8   12.5   4.8   25.0 –   50.0   8.8
101–200   1.3   1.0   4.7   10.0   9.5 – –   16.7   3.3
201–300   1.3   5.7   9.4   5.0   4.8 – –   16.7   4.7
301–600   23.7   19.0   31.8   12.5   33.3   12.5 –   16.7   23.0
601–1000   46.7   36.2   30.6   52.5   42.9   37.5   20.0 –   40.0
1001+   17.1   30.5   7.1   5.0 –   12.5   80.0 –   16.8
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Combined primary/secondary schools, by size (c)
1–20 – – – – – – – – –
21–35   1.8   0.7   1.5   5.9 –   3.4 – –   2.0
36–100   7.7   5.0   4.5   20.8   3.1   17.2 –   16.7   8.4
101–200   6.8   8.5   9.7   9.9   3.1   20.7   9.1   8.3   8.4
201–300   16.8   11.3   11.9   9.9   6.2   10.3   18.2   25.0   12.8
301–600   25.0   23.4   17.2   16.8   32.3   17.2   9.1   33.3   22.3
601–1000   24.1   24.8   26.1   13.9   36.9   27.6   9.1   16.7   24.1
1001+   17.7   26.2   29.1   22.8   18.5   3.4   54.5 –   22.0
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

(a)
(b)
(c)

– Nil or rounded to zero.
Source :  ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2006.

Combined schools comprise both primary and secondary students. The student numbers for
combined schools are estimated as the sums of the midpoints of their respective primary and
secondary categories in the cross tabulated classification of the NSSC.

Distribution of school sizes — non-government schools, 2006
(per cent) (a), (b)

Data are based on full time equivalent students.
Special schools are excluded from the calculations.
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Table 4A.16

Table 4A.16
NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Primary schools, by size
1–20   7.2   4.3   10.4   2.7   1.8 – –   18.0   6.0
21–35   7.1   5.3   7.2   4.0   4.8   4.7   2.2   11.0   6.1
36–100   15.3   15.4   17.9   15.7   18.5   17.2   9.7   18.0   16.1
101–200   16.5   23.2   13.7   17.8   22.2   27.2   23.7   7.0   18.5
201–300   15.9   20.1   9.5   21.0   25.3   24.9   21.5   19.0   17.4
301–600   31.3   27.0   26.8   34.1   25.6   24.9   41.9   26.0   29.1
601–1000   6.6   4.5   13.2   4.7   1.8   1.2   1.1   1.0   6.4
1001+   0.1   0.1   1.4 – – – – –   0.3
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Secondary schools, by size
1–20   0.6   0.3   0.8   0.7   1.1   2.1 – –   0.6
21–35   0.4   0.3   1.1 – – – – –   0.4
36–100   1.9   3.5   4.9   5.1   1.1   4.3 –   17.6   3.3
101–200   1.9   4.3   5.6   5.8   7.4   2.1 –   5.9   3.9
201–300   3.8   6.5   6.0   8.0   6.4   10.6   7.7   17.6   5.9
301–600   21.6   22.8   24.8   17.4   34.0   34.0   19.2   17.6   23.2
601–1000   48.9   32.1   31.2   47.8   38.3   36.2   57.7   35.3   40.3
1001+   20.9   30.2   25.6   15.2   11.7   10.6   15.4   5.9   22.3
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

Combined primary/secondary schools, by size (c)
1–20 – – – – – – – – –
21–35   1.4   1.0   0.9   9.5   3.5   3.6 –   6.3   3.2
36–100   10.1   5.2   10.3   24.0   17.6   14.5 –   40.6   14.3
101–200   12.2   10.8   13.5   14.0   5.6   20.0   6.7   6.3   11.7
201–300   20.9   16.5   18.4   15.5   16.9   25.5   13.3   29.7   18.9
301–600   22.0   22.7   17.0   16.5   23.2   18.2   13.3   14.1   19.7
601–1000   18.8   21.6   17.0   8.5   22.5   16.4   26.7   3.1   16.8
1001+   14.6   22.2   22.9   12.0   10.6   1.8   40.0 –   15.4
Total   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0   100.0

(a)
(b)
(c)

– Nil or rounded to zero.
Source :  ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2006.

Combined schools comprise both primary and secondary students. The student numbers for
combined schools are estimated as the sums of the midpoints of their respective primary and
secondary categories in the cross tabulated classification of the NSSC.

Data are based on full time equivalent students.

Distribution of school sizes — all schools, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b)

Special schools are excluded from the calculations.
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Table 4A.18

Table 4A.18

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
2002–06 overall change

Schools
Government schools -0.2 -1.1 -1.0 -0.5 -1.0 -1.4 – 0.7 -0.7
Non-government schools 0.9 -0.4 6.0 3.9 0.5 1.5 2.3 6.1 1.8
All schools 0.1 -0.9 0.8 0.7 -0.6 -0.7 0.7 1.6 –

Students
Government schools -1.9 0.5 3.4 -1.3 -3.5 -2.4 -5.9 1.1 -0.4
Non-government schools 5.3 4.5 12.5 10.8 9.3 7.7 5.0 7.5 7.2
All schools 0.4 1.9 6.1 2.4 0.5 0.1 -1.7 2.5 2.0

2002–06 average annual change
Schools

Government schools – -0.3 -0.3 -0.1 -0.2 -0.4 – 0.2 -0.2
Non-government schools 0.2 -0.1 1.5 1.0 0.1 0.4 0.6 1.5 0.4
All schools – -0.2 0.2 0.2 -0.2 -0.2 0.2 0.4 –

Students
Government schools -0.5 0.1 0.8 -0.3 -0.9 -0.6 -1.5 0.3 -0.1
Non-government schools 1.3 1.1 3.0 2.6 2.2 1.9 1.2 1.8 1.8
All schools 0.1 0.5 1.5 0.6 0.1 – -0.4 0.6 0.5

(a)
– Nil or rounded to zero.

Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. 
no. 4221.0.

Change in number of schools and number of students, 2002–06
(per cent) (a)

Student numbers are full time students, not FTE students.
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Table 4A.20

Table 4A.20

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
Government schools

1996 23.4 23.5 12.1 17.1 15.2 5.8 21.9 32.8
2001 23.6 22.0 11.0 15.3 13.0 4.7 20.5 33.1
2006 23.6 21.3 11.7 14.1 12.7 4.7 19.7 26.1

Non-government schools
1996 na na na na na na na na
2001 29.9 31.5 14.6 24.1 20.0 9.1 21.4 27.5
2006 27.9 28.6 14.9 21.5 18.3 9.3 18.6 24.9

All schools
1996 26.1 27.3 13.4 20.2 17.9 7.2 22.4 33.0
2001 25.6 25.3 12.2 18.0 15.2 5.9 20.9 31.8
2006 25.0 23.9 12.7 16.5 14.6 6.0 19.2 25.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

na Not available.
Source : DEST (unpublished) based on the ABS (1996, 2001, 2006) Census of Population and Housing.

The DEST definition of students from a non-English speaking background is one used for allocating an
element of Australian Government targeted program funds. It may not be the same as definitions
adopted by individual jurisdictions. Further allocation of Commonwealth LBOTE funding will not be
necessarily based on the 2006 data shown in this table.

Students from language backgrounds other than English as a
proportion of all students (per cent) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e)

There have been some changes to the data collected in the 1996 and 2001 Censuses. Data may not be
strictly comparable between these two years.

The number of students from a language background other than English in each state/territory in
government schools, in non-government schools and in total, as a percentage of the total number of
students in each state/territory in government schools, in non-government schools and in total. The
2006 data excludes students counted in the external territories.
Based on the numbers of students who fall into categories related to: home language (non-English or
English); country of birth of student (non-English or English speaking country); and country of birth of
one or both parents (non-English speaking country). Data include Indigenous students whose home
language is not English.

Number of LBOTE students and number of all students. Absolute numbers of LBOTE students are
sourced from the 2006 Census of Population and Housing, whilst data on all full time students are
sourced from the ABS Schools Australia collection.
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Table 4A.22

Table 4A.22

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
2002

LBOTE (a) 23.6 22.0 11.0 15.3 13.0 4.7 20.5 33.1
Indigenous students 4.4 1.1 6.6 6.9 3.8 7.0 2.3 38.5
Students with disabilities (b) 4.4 3.9 3.3 3.1 7.0 4.8 3.8 16.0
Seniority profile (c) 10.6 11.7 12.2 12.2 11.1 12.4 16.0 8.8

68.2 65.5 71.0 69.7 68.3 74.7 61.5 77.0

2003
LBOTE (a) 23.6 22.0 11.0 15.3 13.0 4.7 20.5 33.1
Indigenous students 4.5 1.1 6.9 7.2 3.9 7.2 2.3 40.0
Students with disabilities (b) 4.8 4.0 3.4 3.1 7.5 4.8 4.2 16.0
Seniority profile (c) 10.6 11.7 12.0 11.7 11.2 11.0 16.0 9.1

67.7 65.4 70.7 68.9 67.5 74.2 60.8 76.9

2004
LBOTE (a) 23.6 22.0 11.0 15.3 13.0 4.7 20.5 33.1
Indigenous students 4.7 1.2 7.0 7.4 4.1 7.4 2.5 40.2
Students with disabilities (b) 5.0 4.3 3.5 3.2 7.8 4.8 4.5 15.0
Seniority profile (c) 10.5 11.7 11.9 11.7 11.2 9.8 15.7 9.9

67.2 65.2 70.2 68.4 66.7 73.9 59.9 76.5

2005
LBOTE (a) 23.6 22.0 11.0 15.3 13.0 4.7 20.5 33.1
Indigenous students 4.9 1.3 7.3 7.6 4.2 7.6 2.6 41.2
Students with disabilities (b) 5.2 4.6 3.8 3.1 8.3 4.9 4.7 12.6
Seniority profile (c) 10.4 11.7 11.9 5.6 11.5 10.7 15.8 9.6

66.8 65.0 69.7 67.6 66.0 73.5 59.3 76.4

2006
LBOTE (a) 23.6 21.3 11.7 14.1 12.7 4.7 19.7 26.1
Indigenous students 5.0 1.3 7.6 8.0 4.4 7.6 2.6 42.0
Students with disabilities (b) 5.5 5.2 4.0 3.3 8.8 5.0 4.8 12.6
Seniority profile (c) 10.5 11.6 12.2 12.1 11.7 10.8 16.2 10.4

66.7 64.6 69.3 67.2 65.6 72.8 58.9 75.9

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Refer to footnotes for table 4A.20.
Refer to footnotes for table 4A.21.
Proportion of students in years 11 and 12.

Government students as % of 
all students (d)

Proportion relates to full time students only and does not include the impact of part time enrolments.

Government students as % of 
all students (d)

Student body mix, government schools (per cent)

Government students as % of 
all students (d)

Government students as % of 
all students (d)

Government students as % of 
all students (d)
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Table 4A.22

Table 4A.22

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT

Student body mix, government schools (per cent)

Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat.
no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia
2005 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; DEST (unpublished).
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Table 4A.23

Table 4A.23

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
2002

LBOTE (a) 29.9 31.5 14.6 24.1 20.0 9.1 21.4 27.5
Indigenous students 0.9 0.2 2.4 3.4 0.8 2.5 0.8 26.7
Students with disabilities (b) 2.6 1.9 1.3 1.3 3.2 1.5 1.1 2.0
Seniority profile (c) 13.6 15.6 18.2 16.3 15.5 14.2 14.0 7.5

31.8 34.5 29.0 30.3 31.7 25.3 38.5 23.0

2003
LBOTE (a) 29.9 31.5 14.6 24.1 20.0 9.1 21.4 27.5
Indigenous students 1.0 0.2 2.5 3.3 0.8 2.4 0.8 27.2
Students with disabilities (b) 2.7 2.0 1.4 1.4 3.1 1.5 1.3 1.7
Seniority profile (c) 13.7 15.7 18.1 16.4 15.1 14.0 24.9 7.3

32.3 34.6 29.3 31.1 32.5 25.8 39.2 23.1

2004
LBOTE (a) 29.9 31.5 14.6 24.1 20 9.1 21.4 27.5
Indigenous students 1.0 0.2 2.5 3.2 0.9 2.5 0.9 27.3
Students with disabilities (b) 2.8 2.2 1.5 1.5 3.1 1.5 1.3 1.9
Seniority profile (c) 13.7 15.8 17.9 16.7 14.9 13.4 13.4 8.0

32.8 34.8 29.8 31.6 33.3 26.1 40.1 23.5

2005
LBOTE (a) 29.9 31.5 14.6 24.1 20 9.1 21.4 27.5
Indigenous students 1.1 0.3 2.6 3.3 1.0 2.6 0.7 28.3
Students with disabilities (b) 2.9 2.4 1.6 1.6 3.0 1.6 1.3 2.0
Seniority profile (c) 14.0 15.9 17.7 16.8 15.2 13.0 14.0 8.1

33.2 35.0 30.3 32.4 34.0 26.5 40.7 23.6

2006
LBOTE (a) 27.9 28.6 14.9 21.5 18.3 9.3 18.6 24.9
Indigenous students 1.2 0.3 2.6 3.2 1.0 2.7 0.9 29.3
Students with disabilities (b) 3.1 2.4 1.8 1.7 3.0 1.7 1.4 2.4
Seniority profile (c) 14.3 15.9 17.4 16.8 15.6 13.0 13.8 8.3

33.3 35.4 30.7 32.8 34.4 27.2 41.1 24.1

(a)
(b)
(c)
Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat.

no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia
2005 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 200 6, Cat. no. 4221.0; DEST
(unpublished).

Student body mix, non-government schools (per cent)

Refer to footnotes for table 4A.20.
Refer to footnotes for table 4A.21.
Proportion of students in years 11 and 12.

Non-government students as 
% of all students

Non-government students as 
% of all students

Non-government students as 
% of all students

Non-government students as 
% of all students

Non-government students as 
% of all students
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Table 4A.24

Table 4A.24

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT
2002

LBOTE (a) 25.6 25.3 12.2 18.0 15.2 5.9 20.9 31.8
Indigenous students 3.3 0.8 5.4 5.8 2.8 5.9 1.7 35.8
Students with disabilities (b) 3.8 3.2 2.7 2.6 5.8 4.0 2.8 12.8
Seniority profile (c) 11.5 13.0 14.0 13.4 12.5 12.8 15.3 8.5

2003
LBOTE (a) 25.6 25.3 12.2 18.0 15.2 5.9 20.9 31.8
Indigenous students 3.4 0.8 5.6 6.0 2.9 6.0 1.7 37.1
Students with disabilities (b) 4.1 3.3 2.8 2.6 6.1 4.0 3.0 12.7
Seniority profile (c) 11.6 13.1 13.8 13.2 12.5 11.8 19.5 8.7

2004
LBOTE (a) 25.6 25.3 12.2 18.0 15.2 5.9 20.9 31.8
Indigenous students 3.5 0.9 5.7 6.1 3.0 6.1 1.8 37.2
Students with disabilities (b) 4.3 3.6 2.9 2.6 6.2 4.0 3.2 11.9
Seniority profile (c) 11.6 13.1 13.7 13.2 12.5 10.8 14.8 9.5

2005
LBOTE (a) 25.6 25.3 12.2 18 15.2 5.9 20.9 31.8
Indigenous students 3.6 0.9 5.9 6.2 3.1 6.3 1.8 38.1
Students with disabilities (b) 4.4 3.8 3.1 2.6 6.5 4.0 3.3 10.1
Seniority profile (c) 11.6 13.2 13.7 9.2 12.8 11.3 15.1 9.2

2006
LBOTE (a) 25.0 23.9 12.7 16.5 14.6 6.0 19.2 25.8
Indigenous students 3.7 1.0 6.1 6.5 3.2 6.3 1.9 38.9
Students with disabilities (b) 4.7 4.2 3.3 2.7 6.8 4.1 3.4 10.1
Seniority profile (c) 11.8 13.1 13.8 13.7 13.0 11.4 15.2 9.9

(a)
(b)
(c)
Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat.

no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia
2005 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; DEST
(unpublished).

Student body mix, all schools (per cent)

Refer to footnotes for table 4A.20.
Refer to footnotes for table 4A.21.
Proportion of students in years 11 and 12.
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Table 4A.25

Table 4A.25

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
Metropolitan zone

Primary
Government schools   73.7   72.0   64.6   67.9   66.3   38.3   99.7 ..   68.5
Non-government schools   76.6   78.6   73.9   76.9   78.6   52.1   100.0 ..   76.1
All schools   74.6   74.1   67.2   70.5   70.3   41.6   99.8 ..   70.8

Secondary
Government schools   71.5   71.6   65.4   68.5   68.6   41.9   100.0 ..   68.8
Non-government schools   80.4   79.6   77.0   83.6   83.9   56.1   100.0 ..   79.5
All schools   74.8   74.8   69.6   74.5   74.3   46.3   100.0 ..   72.9

All school levels
Government schools   72.8   71.8   64.9   68.2   67.1   39.9   99.8 ..   68.6
Non-government schools   78.5   79.1   75.3   80.0   80.8   54.2   100.0 ..   77.7
All schools   74.7   74.4   68.1   72.1   71.8   43.7   99.9 ..   71.7

Provincial zone
Primary

Government schools   25.6   27.9   30.8   21.8   28.1   59.8   0.3   50.5   27.9
Non-government schools   22.8   21.4   24.1   18.3   19.8   46.6 –   54.7   22.3
All schools   24.8   25.8   29.0   20.8   25.5   56.7   0.2   51.4   26.3

Secondary
Government schools   27.9   28.2   31.8   24.1   27.2   56.9 –   61.8   29.0
Non-government schools   19.6   20.4   22.6   14.5   14.9   43.9 –   59.6   19.9
All schools   24.8   25.1   28.5   20.3   22.6   52.9 –   61.1   25.5

All school levels
Government schools   26.6   28.0   31.2   22.6   27.8   58.6   0.2   54.0   28.4
Non-government schools   21.2   20.9   23.4   16.5   17.7   45.2 –   56.8   21.1
All schools   24.8   25.5   28.8   20.6   24.4   55.0   0.1   54.7   26.0

Remote zone
Remote areas

Primary
Government schools   0.6   0.1   2.5   6.5   4.3   1.2 ..   18.2   2.1
Non-government schools   0.5 –   1.4   2.6   1.3   1.2 ..   32.0   1.1
All schools   0.5   0.1   2.2   5.4   3.3   1.2 ..   21.1   1.8

Secondary
Government schools   0.5   0.2   1.7   4.8   3.4   0.7 ..   17.4   1.4
Non-government schools – –   0.4   1.5   1.1 – ..   31.7   0.5
All schools   0.3   0.1   1.2   3.5   2.5   0.5 ..   21.6   1.1

All school levels
Government schools   0.6   0.1   2.2   5.9   4.0   1.0 ..   18.0   1.8
Non-government schools   0.2 –   0.9   2.1   1.2   0.6 ..   31.9   0.8
All schools   0.5   0.1   1.8   4.6   3.0   0.9 ..   21.3   1.5

Proportion of students attending schools in metropolitan,
provincial and remote zones, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)
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Table 4A.25

Table 4A.25

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

Proportion of students attending schools in metropolitan,
provincial and remote zones, 2006 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Very remote areas
Primary

Government schools   0.1 ..   2.0   3.8   1.2   0.6 ..   31.3   1.5
Non-government schools   0.1 ..   0.6   2.3   0.3 – ..   13.3   0.5
All schools   0.1 ..   1.6   3.3   0.9   0.5 ..   27.5   1.2

Secondary
Government schools   0.1 ..   1.2   2.6   0.8   0.4 ..   20.9   0.8
Non-government schools – .. –   0.5   0.1 – ..   8.6   0.1
All schools   0.1 ..   0.7   1.7   0.5   0.3 ..   17.3   0.5

All school levels
Government schools   0.1 ..   1.7   3.3   1.1   0.5 ..   28.1   1.2
Non-government schools   0.1 ..   0.3   1.4   0.2 – ..   11.4   0.3
All schools   0.1 ..   1.3   2.7   0.8   0.4 ..   24.1   0.9

(a)

(b)

(c)
.. Not applicable. – Nil or rounded to zero. 

Source : DEST (unpublished).

FTE students.

Geographic categorisation is based on the agreed MCEETYA Geographic Location Classification. See
section 4.6 of the chapter for definitions.

Calculated as the number of students attending a particular type of school (such as government primary
school) in a particular geographic classification (such as metropolitan zone), divided by the total number
of students attending that type of school.
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Table 4A.26

Table 4A.26

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.1 ± 1.8 90.0 ± 2.4 94.1 ± 1.6 78.2 ± 4.5 91.1 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 92.0 ± 1.9 90.4 ± 2.4 93.7 ± 1.9 77.9 ± 5.4 90.2 ± 2.4
1. 8 years, 11 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 92.6 ± 1.7 91.3 ± 2.1 94.3 ± 1.5 81.8 ± 3.7 90.2 ± 2.1
1. 8 years, 3 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 95.4 ± 1.0 94.3 ± 1.3 96.4 ± 0.9 82.7 ± 3.7 94.4 ± 1.4
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 89.3 ± 1.8 86.9 ± 2.3 91.9 ± 1.7 62.1 ± 5.4 88.4 ± 2.0
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 96.3 ± 0.7 95.3 ± 1.0 97.2 ± 0.7 94.4 ± 2.4 97.5 ± 1.6
1. 9 years, 3 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.7 ± 0.7 94.6 ± 1.0 96.8 ± 0.6 85.2 ± 6.3 93.5 ± 1.5
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 74.2 ± 1.8 71.7 ± 2.5 76.6 ± 2.4 39.9 ± 3.4 37.4 ± 3.8
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.3 ± 1.7 90.6 ± 2.2 94.1 ± 1.5 76.7 ± 4.1 90.2 ± 2.0

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). Table 4A.29 contains details of test populations in all states and
territories.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.30. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred as a result of state equating processes
and may not reflect improvements in student performance.
The typical average age of students at the time of testing (expressed in years and months).
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing (expressed in years
and months).
The methods used to identify Indigenous students and LBOTE students varied across jurisdictions. The
two categories are not mutually exclusive. Definitions can be found at section 4.6. Table 4A.30 contains
more information. 

MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Source :
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Table 4A.27

Table 4A.27

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.3 ± 0.9 90.5 ± 1.2 94.1 ± 0.8 75.4 ± 2.5 90.6 ± 1.0
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 87.3 ± 2.4 84.8 ± 2.9 89.9 ± 2.2 65.9 ± 6.0 83.5 ± 3.0
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 83.0 ± 1.9 80.4 ± 2.3 86.0 ± 1.9 58.5 ± 3.9 77.3 ± 3.0
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 95.1 ± 1.0 93.9 ± 1.3 96.3 ± 0.8 79.2 ± 3.9 93.1 ± 1.5
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 7mths

SA 90.0 ± 0.9 87.7 ± 1.3 92.4 ± 0.6 65.6 ± 4.1 89.1 ± 1.3
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 96.3 ± 0.8 95.2 ± 1.2 97.4 ± 0.7 93.8 ± 2.7 93.4 ± 3.0
1. 11yrs 3mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 92.6 ± 1.0 90.3 ± 1.4 95.1 ± 1.0 86.1 ± 6.1 88.9 ± 2.8
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 79.0 ± 1.7 78.1 ± 2.3 80.4 ± 2.2 46.7 ± 3.5 45.7 ± 3.7
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 89.3 ± 1.4 87.2 ± 1.8 91.5 ± 1.3 68.0 ± 3.5 87.1 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

The typical average age of students at the time of testing (expressed in years and months).

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). Table 4A.29 contains details of test populations in all states and
territories.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.30. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred as a result of state equating processes
and may not reflect improvements in student performance.

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing (expressed in years
and months).
The methods used to identify Indigenous students and LBOTE students varied across jurisdictions. The
two categories are not mutually exclusive. Definitions can be found at section 4.6. Table 4A.30 contains
more information. 

MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Source :
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Table 4A.28

Table 4A.28

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 88.0 ± 0.8 85.7 ± 1.0 90.3 ± 0.8 68.0 ± 2.2 86.2 ± 1.0
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria (g) 88.5 ± 0.9 85.3 ± 1.2 91.9 ± 0.8 64.8 ± 5.3 85.5 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 11mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 90.2 ± 0.5 88.0 ± 0.7 92.9 ± 0.5 69.5 ± 2.0 86.2 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 90.5 ± 0.6 88.3 ± 0.8 92.6 ± 0.6 57.2 ± 2.8 84.4 ± 1.4
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 92.1 ± 0.6 90.4 ± 0.8 93.8 ± 0.7 70.8 ± 5.2 91.4 ± 1.2
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.6 ± 1.1 86.1 ± 1.5 91.3 ± 1.2 77.8 ± 4.6 87.3 ± 3.7
1. 13yrs 2mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 91.1 ± 1.0 89.5 ± 1.4 92.8 ± 1.2 79.8 ± 11.7 79.7 ± 5.2
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 74.9 ± 3.8 73.4 ± 4.3 76.7 ± 4.3 37.9 ± 6.8 39.4 ± 7.3
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 89.1 ± 0.8 86.8 ± 1.0 91.6 ± 0.8 65.3 ± 2.9 85.6 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing (expressed in years
and months).
The methods used to identify Indigenous students and LBOTE students varied across jurisdictions. The
two categories are not mutually exclusive. Definitions can be found at section 4.6. Table 4A.30 contains
more information. 
Victoria assessed a sample of students based on voluntary participation in 2002. Data on exempt
students was not available. Any comparisons should be done so with these factors in mind.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing (expressed in years and months).

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). Table 4A.29 contains details of test populations in all states and
territories.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.30. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred as a result of state equating processes
and may not reflect improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.28

Table 4A.28

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.31

Table 4A.31

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 94.4 ± 1.1 92.7 ± 1.5 96.2 ± 0.8 82.6 ± 3.3 93.4 ± 1.1
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 95.3 ± 1.0 93.8 ± 1.4 96.9 ± 0.7 85.4 ± 3.6 94.6 ± 1.0
1. 8 years, 11 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 86.3 ± 1.5 82.9 ± 2.0 90.3 ± 1.4 70.2 ± 2.7 85.6 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 3 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 86.3 ± 0.8 82.6 ± 3.1 90.1 ± 2.1 57.0 ± 4.7 85.0 ± 2.7
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 93.0 ± 1.1 90.7 ± 1.6 95.2 ± 0.5 66.7 ± 4.5 92.2 ± 1.3
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.8 ± 1.7 89.2 ± 2.3 94.5 ± 1.5 84.2 ± 4.7 94.1 ± 2.7
1. 9 years, 3 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT (g) 91.2 ± 1.6 87.2 ± 2.5 95.0 ± 1.2 76.7 ± 8.7 90.1 ± 2.5
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 72.2 ± 2.6 69.3 ± 3.3 75.2 ± 2.8 38.3 ± 3.8 34.9 ± 4.0
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.6 ± 1.2 91.8 ± 1.8 95.5 ± 1.1 77.1 ± 3.5 95.0 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.35. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

ACT writing data should be interpreted with some caution as a criterion-referenced assesssment
process was not used. This will be changed from 2003.
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Table 4A.31

Table 4A.31

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.
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Table 4A.32

Table 4A.32

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.6 ± 1.1 94.3 ± 1.5 96.9 ± 0.8 84.8 ± 3.5 94.2 ± 1.2
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 94.9 ± 0.5 93.1 ± 0.7 96.8 ± 0.3 83.7 ± 2.8 94.3 ± 0.5
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 92.2 ± 1.7 89.8 ± 2.4 94.9 ± 1.3 80.5 ± 3.8 89.9 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 88.9 ± 1.5 85.1 ± 2.1 92.9 ± 1.2 61.8 ± 4.2 85.3 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 7mths

SA 94.5 ± 1.0 93.0 ± 1.4 96.0 ± 0.9 75.5 ± 5.2 93.0 ± 1.3
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 92.5 ± 1.3 89.4 ± 2.0 95.6 ± 1.0 86.5 ± 3.9 89.4 ± 3.9
1. 11yrs 3mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT  (g) 87.2 ± 2.3 82.0 ± 3.4 92.7 ± 1.0 67.2 ± 10.3 86.1 ± 3.6
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 75.6 ± 2.0 73.8 ± 2.6 77.8 ± 2.4 37.5 ± 3.6 35.4 ± 3.7
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 93.6 ± 1.1 91.5 ± 1.6 95.7 ± 0.9 76.4 ± 3.8 92.1 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.35. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

ACT writing data should be interpreted with some caution as a criterion-referenced assessment
process was not used. This will be changed from 2003.
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Table 4A.32

Table 4A.32

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 .
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Table 4A.33

Table 4A.33

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 90.9 ± 2.6 87.8 ± 3.5 94.0 ± 2.0 75.4 ± 5.9 90.0 ± 2.9
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria (g) 92.3 ± 1.2 88.5 ± 1.8 96.1 ± 0.7 76.5 ± 5.3 92.4 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 11mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 93.9 ± 1.0 91.7 ± 1.5 96.5 ± 0.6 82.2 ± 3.0 91.4 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 87.5 ± 1.6 83.2 ± 2.2 91.8 ± 1.3 56.2 ± 3.9 83.3 ± 1.9
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 84.9 ± 0.6 80.0 ± 3.6 89.4 ± 2.4 61.8 ± 5.9 84.3 ± 3.2
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 86.1 ± 1.8 81.5 ± 2.4 91.0 ± 1.8 75.2 ± 5.4 85.6 ± 4.2
1. 13yrs 2mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT (h) 91.3 ± 1.9 87.7 ± 2.9 94.8 ± 1.3 79.3 ± 11.8 80.6 ± 5.3
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 75.8 ± 3.7 71.4 ± 4.4 80.2 ± 4.1 37.2 ± 6.3 39.9 ± 7.1
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 90.7 ± 1.7 87.3 ± 2.6 94.1 ± 1.4 71.6 ± 4.8 89.0 ± 2.4

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

Victoria assessed a sample of students based on voluntary participation. Data on exempt students was
not available. Any comparisons should be done so with these factors in mind.

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in as shown in table 4A.35. Readers are urged to be cautious
when comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.33

Table 4A.33

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

(h)

Source : MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

ACT writing data should be interpreted with some caution as a criterion-referenced assessment process
was not used. This will be changed from 2003.
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Table 4A.36

Table 4A.36

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.3 ± 0.7 94.7 ± 0.8 95.9 ± 0.7 85.3 ± 2.2 94.1 ± 0.7
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 92.0 ± 1.7 91.8 ± 1.7 92.1 ± 1.9 76.8 ± 4.8 89.8 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 11 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 91.8 ± 1.5 92.0 ± 1.6 92.0 ± 1.8 76.6 ± 3.9 89.4 ± 2.0
1. 8 years, 3 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 88.6 ± 2.3 88.5 ± 2.4 88.5 ± 2.6 64.9 ± 5.2 85.8 ± 2.6
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 91.2 ± 1.2 90.4 ± 1.3 92.0 ± 1.3 66.0 ± 4.5 89.5 ± 1.5
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 94.1 ± 1.2 93.7 ± 1.4 94.5 ± 1.5 90.6 ± 3.4 95.6 ± 2.2
1. 9 years, 3 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.4 ± 0.8 94.6 ± 1.0 96.2 ± 0.9 84.9 ± 6.5 92.4 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 89.1 ± 1.8 87.8 ± 2.2 90.5 ± 1.9 73.1 ± 4.2 70.4 ± 4.6
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.8 ± 1.3 92.5 ± 1.4 93.1 ± 1.5 77.6 ± 3.6 91.3 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing were not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.40. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.
Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3 and 5. 
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Table 4A.37

Table 4A.37

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 91.2 ± 0.9 91.0 ± 1.0 91.4 ± 1.1 72.4 ± 2.7 89.5 ± 1.1
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 93.2 ± 1.1 92.7 ± 1.2 93.7 ± 1.3 78.6 ± 4.3 91.7 ± 1.4
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 88.7 ± 1.9 89.3 ± 1.9 88.5 ± 2.1 68.9 ± 4.0 85.1 ± 2.5
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 86.2 ± 1.7 85.8 ± 1.7 86.6 ± 1.9 52.2 ± 4.2 81.5 ± 2.1
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 7mths

SA 85.5 ± 1.3 85.7 ± 1.4 85.3 ± 1.6 52.2 ± 4.5 83.5 ± 1.7
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 89.1 ± 1.7 88.2 ± 2.0 90.0 ± 2.0 80.9 ± 4.6 81.6 ± 5.1
1. 11yrs 3mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 91.3 ± 1.1 90.8 ± 1.3 91.8 ± 1.3 75.0 ± 8.4 88.0 ± 2.7
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 75.6 ± 2.2 75.7 ± 2.7 75.8 ± 2.7 39.3 ± 4.0 40.4 ± 4.1
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 90.0 ± 1.3 89.9 ± 1.4 90.2 ± 1.5 65.6 ± 3.7 87.9 ± 1.5
(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.40. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 .

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT
SERVICES 2008

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION



Table 4A.38

Table 4A.38

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW (g) 78.2 ± 0.7 77.4 ± 0.8 78.9 ± 0.9 46.0 ± 1.9 76.4 ± 0.9
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria (h) 87.1 ± 1.0 87.3 ± 1.0 87.0 ± 1.1 58.7 ± 5.6 84.5 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 11mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 88.3 ± 0.8 88.2 ± 0.8 88.7 ± 0.9 61.6 ± 2.2 85.3 ± 1.4
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 85.0 ± 0.9 84.7 ± 1.0 85.2 ± 1.1 49.1 ± 3.0 79.2 ± 1.5
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 85.6 ± 0.8 85.8 ± 1.1 85.5 ± 1.0 57.9 ± 4.9 84.5 ± 1.5
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 84.0 ± 1.1 83.5 ± 1.4 84.5 ± 1.5 72.3 ± 4.7 83.2 ± 4.2
1. 13yrs 2mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 86.9 ± 1.2 88.0 ± 1.4 85.8 ± 1.7 61.8 ± 14.0 79.6 ± 5.5
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 68.1 ± 3.8 68.2 ± 4.4 68.2 ± 4.7 27.4 ± 6.4 31.7 ± 6.9
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 83.5 ± 0.9 83.3 ± 0.9 83.8 ± 1.0 51.9 ± 3.0 79.2 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.40. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.38

Table 4A.38

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2002 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

(h)

Source :

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks

National benchmarks represent the minimum standard of performance a student must achieve to be
able to progress through his/her schooling. The national benchmark results show that NSW students in
years 3 and 5 are consistently performing at or above the national average for reading, writing and
numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading and writing are also fairly consistent with the national
average.

Victoria assessed a sample of students based on voluntary participation. Data on exempt students was
not available. Any comparisons should be done so with these factors in mind.

MCEETYA 2005a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2002: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.
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Table 4A.41

Table 4A.41

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.0 ± 1.6 91.3 ± 1.9 94.9 ± 1.3 81.5 ± 4.2 92.6 ± 1.6
1. 8yrs 9mths
2. 3yrs 7mths

Victoria 90.4 ± 2.1 88.3 ± 2.5 92.8 ± 1.8 76.9 ± 5.0 87.0 ± 2.7
1. 9yrs 0mths
2. 3yrs 7mths

Queensland 93.8 ± 1.6 92.7 ± 2.1 95.3 ± 1.4 84.9 ± 4.0 91.5 ± 2.1
1. 8yrs 3mths
2. 2yrs 8mths

WA 95.2 ± 1.4 94.1 ± 1.6 96.3 ± 1.1 82.3 ± 4.5 94.4 ± 1.6
1. 8yrs 2mths
2. 2yrs 7mths

SA 89.7 ± 1.6 87.6 ± 1.8 91.9 ± 1.5 66.3 ± 4.8 85.9 ± 2.2
1. 8yrs 6mths
2. 3yrs 3mths

Tasmania 96.4 ± 0.8 95.3 ± 1.1 97.6 ± 0.7 95.3 ± 2.7 97.6 ± 1.7
1. 9yrs 1mth
2. 3yrs 7mths

ACT 96.2 ± 0.9 95.4 ± 1.2 97.1 ± 0.8 93.5 ± 5.0 91.7 ± 1.9
1. 8yrs 10mths
2. 3yrs 6mths

NT 71.5 ± 2.6 70.2 ± 3.3 72.8 ± 2.7 36.2 ± 5.3 31.1 ± 5.6
1. 8yrs 8mths
2. 3yrs 3mths

Australia 92.4 ± 1.7 90.8 ± 2.0 94.3 ± 1.4 78.8 ± 6.9 90.0 ± 2.0

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.46. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.
Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English 
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.42

Table 4A.42

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 91.7 ± 1.2 89.7 ± 1.3 93.9 ± 1.0 76.5 ± 3.2 90.5 ± 1.3
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 89.6 ± 1.2 87.0 ± 1.5 92.2 ± 1.1 72.0 ± 4.5 85.5 ± 1.6
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 81.4 ± 2.5 78.4 ± 2.9 84.8 ± 2.5 55.5 ± 4.3 77.5 ± 3.6
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 93.4 ± 1.3 92.1 ± 1.6 94.8 ± 1.1 76.5 ± 4.7 91.0 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 3mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 88.6 ± 1.4 86.5 ± 1.6 90.7 ± 1.3 62.6 ± 4.6 82.7 ± 2.1
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 95.2 ± 0.9 93.9 ± 1.3 96.6 ± 1.0 92.7 ± 3.1 95.3 ± 2.5
1. 11yrs 0mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 96.1 ± 1.1 95.1 ± 1.7 97.1 ± 1.3 89.5 ± 12.9 91.1 ± 3.6
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 78.8 ± 1.9 76.5 ± 2.6 81.2 ± 2.1 49.4 ± 4.7 43.3 ± 5.4
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 89.0 ± 1.5 86.8 ± 1.8 91.6 ± 1.4 67.7 ± 4.1 88.7 ± 1.6

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source : MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.46. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 
The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.43

Table 4A.43

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 88.9 ± 0.8 86.1 ± 1.0 91.9 ± 0.7 68.1 ± 2.4 87.9 ± 1.0
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 90.3 ± 0.6 87.8 ± 0.8 92.8 ± 0.5 72.7 ± 3.7 87.8 ± 0.9
1. 12yrs 11mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 89.3 ± 1.1 87.6 ± 1.3 91.5 ± 1.0 68.3 ± 2.8 84.5 ± 2.0
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 88.9 ± 1.2 86.9 ± 1.4 90.9 ± 1.1 59.1 ± 3.8 83.1 ± 2.0
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 92.9 ± 0.6 91.4 ± 0.8 94.5 ± 0.6 75.3 ± 4.2 88.2 ± 1.8
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.3 ± 1.1 86.0 ± 1.4 90.7 ± 1.4 80.3 ± 4.6 85.7 ± 3.9
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 91.4 ± 1.1 89.4 ± 1.6 93.5 ± 1.0 78.0 ± 12.1 84.8 ± 5.3
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 77.7 ± 1.8 76.9 ± 2.4 82.8 ± 2.4 44.8 ± 4.7 39.1 ± 4.8
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 89.4 ± 0.9 87.1 ± 1.1 91.9 ± 0.8 66.4 ± 3.1 86.4 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.46. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
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Table 4A.47

Table 4A.47

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.4 ± 0.9 93.9 ± 1.2 97.1 ± 0.6 85.5 ± 2.9 94.6 ± 1.0
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 96.1 ± 0.9 94.8 ± 1.3 97.6 ± 0.6 88.1 ± 2.6 94.6 ± 0.9
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 88.0 ± 2.4 84.7 ± 3.2 91.8 ± 2.0 73.7 ± 4.7 88.3 ± 2.6
1. 8 years, 3 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 84.6 ± 3.1 80.7 ± 3.7 88.8 ± 2.6 57.8 ± 5.5 83.4 ± 3.2
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 89.3 ± 1.5 86.0 ± 1.8 92.9 ± 1.2 69.8 ± 5.1 87.4 ± 2.2
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 89.9 ± 2.0 86.5 ± 2.4 93.5 ± 1.7 82.2 ± 6.0 91.0 ± 4.0
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 94.4 ± 1.0 92.9 ± 1.4 96.1 ± 0.7 87.2 ± 5.9 89.8 ± 2.3
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 73.8 ± 2.2 71.7 ± 2.9 76.3 ± 2.7 43.9 ± 4.5 41.6 ± 4.6
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.2 ± 1.5 89.9 ± 2.0 94.7 ± 1.2 75.2 ± 4.1 92.3 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.52. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.
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Table 4A.48

Table 4A.48

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.7 ± 1.2 94.3 ± 1.6 97.2 ± 0.8 86.2 ± 3.6 94.6 ± 1.3
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 95.6 ± 0.2 93.9 ± 0.3 97.3 ± 0.2 87.5 ± 2.5 93.7 ± 0.3
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 94.0 ± 1.7 92.2 ± 2.4 96.3 ± 1.3 85.5 ± 3.6 92.1 ± 2.1
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 87.3 ± 1.8 83.2 ± 2.3 91.5 ± 1.4 58.3 ± 4.9 85.1 ± 2.4
1. 10yrs 3mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 94.6 ± 0.6 93.2 ± 0.8 96.1 ± 0.5 83.2 ± 3.6 89.8 ± 1.5
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 90.0 ± 1.7 86.2 ± 2.4 94.0 ± 1.3 84.7 ± 4.4 91.3 ± 3.3
1. 11yrs 0mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 94.0 ± 1.9 92.3 ± 2.5 95.7 ± 1.5 87.0 ± 8.6 89.7 ± 3.0
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 78.1 ± 2.1 73.7 ± 3.0 82.7 ± 2.4 45.1 ± 4.5 38.3 ± 4.7
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 94.1 ± 1.1 92.1 ± 1.5 96.1 ± 1.1 79.6 ± 3.8 92.5 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing benchmark,
2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.52. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.49

Table 4A.49

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.2 ± 2.2 89.7 ± 2.8 94.9 ± 1.6 75.2 ± 5.4 91.4 ± 2.6
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 94.3 ± 1.2 91.5 ± 1.8 97.2 ± 0.7 85.6 ± 4.1 94.6 ± 1.2
1. 12yrs 11mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 94.4 ± 1.0 92.3 ± 1.5 97.0 ± 0.7 84.8 ± 2.7 92.7 ± 1.4
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 87.1 ± 1.4 82.5 ± 1.8 91.7 ± 1.1 58.1 ± 3.9 83.1 ± 2.1
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 88.8 ± 2.3 85.1 ± 3.0 92.7 ± 1.7 67.7 ± 6.2 87.0 ± 2.6
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 83.1 ± 2.3 77.0 ± 2.8 89.4 ± 2.0 72.6 ± 6.1 84.8 ± 4.0
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 93.1 ± 2.3 90.1 ± 3.2 96.2 ± 1.5 83.7 ± 15.6 87.1 ± 4.8
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 81.3 ± 1.8 79.7 ± 2.5 83.1 ± 2.2 46.0 ± 4.4 39.5 ± 4.6
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 92.1 ± 1.7 89.2 ± 2.2 95.2 ± 1.2 74.4 ± 4.4 91.0 ± 2.1

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.52. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Terriotory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.53

Table 4A.53

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 96.7 ± 0.6 96.3 ± 0.6 97.1 ± 0.6 91.4 ± 1.9 95.9 ± 0.6
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 95.8 ± 0.5 95.2 ± 0.5 96.6 ± 0.6 86.7 ± 2.2 93.9 ± 0.7
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 92.1 ± 1.6 92.0 ± 1.6 92.7 ± 1.8 78.3 ± 3.7 90.0 ± 2.0
1. 8 years, 3 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 89.7 ± 2.7 89.7 ± 2.6 89.7 ± 2.8 67.2 ± 6.6 87.6 ± 3.3
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 90.1 ± 1.7 89.3 ± 1.7 90.8 ± 1.9 67.5 ± 5.2 86.0 ± 2.4
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 93.9 ± 1.4 93.9 ± 1.4 94.1 ± 1.7 90.2 ± 4.0 94.7 ± 3.3
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.2 ± 1.1 94.7 ± 1.1 95.8 ± 1.2 88.2 ± 7.7 89.5 ± 2.6
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 86.4 ± 2.4 85.8 ± 2.8 87.1 ± 2.6 65.5 ± 5.4 64.1 ± 5.4
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 94.2 ± 1.1 93.8 ± 1.1 94.7 ± 1.2 80.5 ± 3.7 93.3 ± 1.1

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students with a language background other than English
(LBOTE) varied between jurisdictions, as outlined in the explanatory notes.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7. 

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing were not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.58. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.54

Table 4A.54

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 91.3 ± 1.1 90.4 ± 1.1 92.2 ± 1.1 73.9 ± 3.0 90.8 ± 1.1
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 94.7 ± 0.7 94.3 ± 0.7 95.2 ± 0.8 83.7 ± 3.3 92.2 ± 0.8
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 86.3 ± 1.6 86.6 ± 1.7 86.4 ± 1.9 62.6 ± 3.4 83.7 ± 2.2
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 90.4 ± 2.0 90.0 ± 2.1 90.8 ± 2.1 66.2 ± 5.5 87.2 ± 3.0
1. 10yrs 3mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 90.7 ± 1.2 90.1 ± 1.3 91.3 ± 1.3 66.1 ± 4.9 85.8 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 92.4 ± 1.2 91.6 ± 1.4 93.3 ± 1.3 87.8 ± 4.1 93.4 ± 3.1
1. 11yrs 0mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 91.9 ± 1.7 91.7 ± 1.9 92.1 ± 1.9 71.6 ± 12.4 86.6 ± 3.2
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 76.1 ± 2.6 74.6 ± 3.0 77.6 ± 3.2 43.3 ± 4.9 39.1 ± 5.2
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 90.8 ± 1.2 90.3 ± 1.3 91.4 ± 1.3 67.6 ± 3.9 89.3 ± 1.4
(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7. 

The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.58. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.
Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.
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Table 4A.55

Table 4A.55

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW (g) 73.9 ± 0.8 72.9 ± 0.9 75.1 ± 0.9 41.1 ± 2.1 72.7 ± 1.0
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 85.8 ± 0.7 86.3 ± 0.8 85.4 ± 0.9 64.1 ± 4.4 83.1 ± 1.0
1. 12yrs 11mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 85.2 ± 0.6 85.5 ± 0.7 85.1 ± 0.7 56.9 ± 2.0 81.7 ± 1.4
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.3 ± 0.7 84.2 ± 0.8 84.5 ± 0.9 49.9 ± 3.3 78.8 ± 1.6
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 85.2 ± 0.8 84.9 ± 1.0 85.5 ± 1.0 54.1 ± 6.3 80.0 ± 2.6
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 80.6 ± 1.1 80.4 ± 1.4 80.7 ± 1.6 66.5 ± 5.4 75.5 ± 4.5
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 86.4 ± 1.6 86.3 ± 1.8 86.5 ± 1.9 61.6 ± 12.8 81.0 ± 5.6
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 68.7 ± 2.1 69.0 ± 2.7 68.3 ± 2.9 30.0 ± 3.6 27.2 ± 3.9
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 81.3 ± 0.8 81.0 ± 0.9 81.6 ± 0.9 49.3 ± 2.9 76.6 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c) 

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Some of the movements in the results over time may have occurred because of State/Territory
equating processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals, for
example, 80 per cent ± 2.7 per cent.

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classifed as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
considerably across juridictions as shown in table 4A.58. Readers are urged to be cautious when
comparing results.

NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months.
The typical average time that students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years
and months. 

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and language background other than English
(LBOTE) students varied across jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.55

Table 4A.55

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2003 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source :

National benchmarks represent the minimum standard of performance a student must achieve to be
able to progress through his/her schooling. The national benchmark results show that NSW students in
years 3 and 5 are consistently performing at or above the national average for reading, writing and
numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading and writing are also fairly consistent with the national
average.

MCEETYA 2005b, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2003: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7. 

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks
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Table 4A.59

Table 4A.59

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.2 ± 1.8 90.6 ± 2.1 93.9 ± 1.4 80.4 ± 4.4 91.7 ± 1.7
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 90.5 ± 1.9 88.2 ± 2.3 92.8 ± 1.6 76.6 ± 5.2 86.7 ± 2.5
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 97.0 ± 0.5 96.3 ± 0.6 97.7 ± 0.4 94.6 ± 1.3 94.2 ± 0.5
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 95.6 ± 1.4 94.8 ± 1.7 96.4 ± 1.3 84.1 ± 5.0 95.0 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 90.9 ± 1.7 88.9 ± 2.0 92.9 ± 1.5 73.3 ± 6.4 89.4 ± 2.1
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 96.5 ± 0.7 95.8 ± 0.9 97.1 ± 0.7 93.7 ± 3.0 91.5 ± 2.5
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.2 ± 0.9 94.0 ± 1.4 96.4 ± 0.8 94.6 ± 5.3 88.1 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 76.0 ± 3.0 73.7 ± 3.7 78.4 ± 3.2 44.7 ± 4.9 46.9 ± 4.9
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.0 ± 1.5 91.5 ± 1.8 94.6 ± 1.2 82.9 ± 3.6 90.0 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.64. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.60

Table 4A.60

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 90.9 ± 1.0 88.6 ± 1.2 93.3 ± 0.8 75.7 ± 2.8 89.3 ± 1.2
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 87.6 ± 2.1 85.3 ± 2.4 89.9 ± 1.8 71.4 ± 5.6 83.1 ± 2.7
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 83.4 ± 2.3 81.4 ± 2.5 85.6 ± 2.1 65.0 ± 4.2 80.1 ± 2.8
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 93.7 ± 1.0 92.4 ± 1.2 95.0 ± 0.9 74.2 ± 3.9 91.7 ± 1.8
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 90.0 ± 1.2 87.8 ± 1.5 92.2 ± 1.1 60.3 ± 5.2 86.6 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 94.0 ± 1.0 92.9 ± 1.3 95.2 ± 0.9 88.1 ± 3.9 88.3 ± 3.7
1. 11yrs 1mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 96.5 ± 0.6 95.6 ± 0.9 97.3 ± 0.7 86.7 ± 7.0 92.0 ± 2.5
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 77.2 ± 2.5 74.1 ± 3.3 80.5 ± 2.9 47.1 ± 4.5 44.8 ± 4.6
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 88.7 ± 1.6 86.6 ± 1.8 90.9 ± 1.4 69.4 ± 3.8 86.2 ± 1.9

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source : MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.64. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.61

Table 4A.61

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 88.1 ± 0.8 85.7 ± 0.9 90.6 ± 0.7 68.5 ± 2.1 86.2 ± 1.0
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 93.1 ± 0.5 91.5 ± 0.6 94.8 ± 0.5 77.0 ± 4.1 89.8 ± 0.9
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 94.5 ± 0.7 93.1 ± 0.8 95.9 ± 0.6 85.5 ± 2.1 92.0 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 88.9 ± 1.1 86.6 ± 1.4 91.4 ± 1.1 57.6 ± 3.9 84.1 ± 2.0
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 92.5 ± 0.6 91.0 ± 0.8 94.0 ± 0.6 69.2 ± 4.2 89.1 ± 1.4
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.9 ± 1.0 85.7 ± 1.5 92.2 ± 1.1 75.7 ± 5.7 80.1 ± 5.3
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 95.0 ± 0.7 93.4 ± 1.1 96.7 ± 0.9 81.6 ± 7.8 85.0 ± 4.9
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 73.9 ± 1.9 72.1 ± 2.7 75.7 ± 2.7 38.8 ± 4.3 39.7 ± 4.0
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 91.0 ± 0.7 89.1 ± 0.9 93.0 ± 0.7 71.0 ± 2.8 86.9 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.64. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.65

Table 4A.65

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.8 ± 0.8 94.5 ± 1.1 97.1 ± 0.6 86.9 ± 2.7 94.8 ± 0.9
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 97.1 ± 0.1 96.3 ± 0.2 98.1 ± 0.1 93.5 ± 1.2 94.5 ± 0.1
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 88.4 ± 3.2 85.1 ± 3.9 92.0 ± 2.5 75.0 ± 5.7 87.0 ± 3.2
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 85.5 ± 2.9 81.9 ± 3.4 89.3 ± 2.5 56.9 ± 5.4 84.5 ± 3.2
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 90.0 ± 2.3 87.1 ± 2.7 93.0 ± 1.9 62.1 ± 6.0 86.4 ± 2.5
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.4 ± 1.5 88.3 ± 2.0 94.7 ± 1.4 86.2 ± 3.9 89.5 ± 3.1
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.5 ± 0.9 94.6 ± 1.3 96.5 ± 0.9 95.9 ± 4.6 88.4 ± 2.2
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 83.8 ± 2.5 81.7 ± 3.7 86.1 ± 2.6 56.7 ± 5.3 58.5 ± 5.2
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.9 ± 1.5 90.9 ± 1.8 95.0 ± 1.2 76.8 ± 4.3 92.5 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.70. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.66

Table 4A.66

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.9 ± 1.4 94.6 ± 1.9 97.3 ± 1.0 87.4 ± 4.2 94.9 ± 1.4
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 93.4 ± 0.7 91.1 ± 0.9 95.9 ± 0.5 82.2 ± 4.2 92.3 ± 0.7
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 97.1 ± 0.4 96.2 ± 0.5 98.1 ± 0.2 92.6 ± 1.4 94.3 ± 0.4
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 87.4 ± 1.9 83.5 ± 2.4 91.4 ± 1.5 59.2 ± 4.6 86.0 ± 2.3
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 92.7 ± 1.4 90.3 ± 1.8 95.3 ± 1.1 69.7 ± 5.8 90.1 ± 1.7
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 91.6 ± 1.6 88.6 ± 2.2 94.9 ± 1.4 83.0 ± 4.7 86.6 ± 4.4
1. 11yrs 1mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 92.8 ± 2.4 90.8 ± 3.3 94.7 ± 1.9 78.7 ± 9.4 88.1 ± 3.5
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 81.1 ± 1.9 77.8 ± 2.8 84.4 ± 2.2 49.5 ± 4.2 47.1 ± 4.3
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 94.2 ± 1.1 92.3 ± 1.4 96.2 ± 0.8 81.7 ± 3.5 92.6 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.70. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.67

Table 4A.67

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.7 ± 2.0 91.8 ± 2.5 95.8 ± 1.5 81.8 ± 4.9 93.2 ± 2.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 96.0 ± 0.7 94.2 ± 1.1 97.9 ± 0.4 87.1 ± 3.4 95.7 ± 0.8
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 97.3 ± 0.4 96.4 ± 0.6 98.3 ± 0.2 92.3 ± 1.7 95.4 ± 0.5
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 86.6 ± 1.4 81.8 ± 1.9 91.7 ± 1.2 58.2 ± 3.9 84.2 ± 2.2
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 88.0 ± 2.1 84.1 ± 2.7 92.1 ± 1.7 59.4 ± 6.3 85.7 ± 2.4
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 86.5 ± 1.9 80.2 ± 2.6 92.7 ± 1.5 75.2 ± 6.2 82.6 ± 6.5
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 93.1 ± 2.1 90.4 ± 3.0 96.0 ± 1.4 79.7 ± 9.4 81.2 ± 5.2
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 79.4 ± 1.9 76.3 ± 2.6 82.7 ± 2.5 42.4 ± 4.2 43.0 ± 4.4
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 93.6 ± 1.3 91.3 ± 1.7 95.9 ± 0.9 78.8 ± 3.8 92.3 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies across
jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.70. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.71

Table 4A.71

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.8 ± 0.8 95.4 ± 0.8 96.2 ± 0.7 89.5 ± 2.4 94.7 ± 0.8
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 96.0 ± 0.5 95.4 ± 0.4 96.6 ± 0.6 88.2 ± 2.5 92.8 ± 0.7
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 90.5 ± 1.9 90.6 ± 1.7 90.5 ± 2.1 74.3 ± 4.2 87.2 ± 2.3
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 89.9 ± 2.6 89.5 ± 2.6 90.3 ± 2.8 68.1 ± 6.8 88.7 ± 2.9
1. 8 years, 2 months
2. 2 years, 7 months

SA 91.5 ± 1.8 90.6 ± 1.8 92.4 ± 1.9 68.0 ± 6.4 87.5 ± 2.4
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

Tasmania 93.7 ± 1.4 93.0 ± 1.7 94.5 ± 1.4 89.1 ± 4.4 87.4 ± 4.8
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 95.3 ± 1.2 94.9 ± 1.6 95.8 ± 1.3 91.8 ± 7.7 88.3 ± 2.2
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 88.0 ± 2.5 88.0 ± 2.8 88.0 ± 2.8 69.0 ± 5.7 69.4 ± 5.7
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 93.7 ± 1.2 93.3 ± 1.2 94.1 ± 1.3 79.2 ± 4.1 92.3 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.76. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.72

Table 4A.72

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.2 ± 1.2 91.9 ± 1.1 92.5 ± 1.3 77.0 ± 3.6 91.0 ± 1.2
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 94.7 ± 0.7 94.3 ± 0.7 95.2 ± 0.8 85.8 ± 3.4 92.4 ± 0.9
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 89.3 ± 1.6 89.3 ± 1.5 89.2 ± 1.7 71.7 ± 3.6 86.2 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 87.1 ± 1.6 86.9 ± 1.7 87.3 ± 1.6 56.6 ± 4.2 82.8 ± 2.2
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 90.0 ± 1.3 89.6 ± 1.3 90.5 ± 1.4 62.4 ± 5.4 87.6 ± 2.1
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 89.2 ± 1.5 89.2 ± 1.7 89.2 ± 1.8 81.9 ± 5.0 82.0 ± 5.1
1. 11yrs 1mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 92.1 ± 1.2 91.6 ± 1.5 92.6 ± 1.5 72.0 ± 10.6 85.3 ± 3.0
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 71.5 ± 2.5 70.5 ± 3.0 72.6 ± 3.1 38.8 ± 3.8 36.5 ± 4.0
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 91.2 ± 1.2 91.0 ± 1.2 91.5 ± 1.3 69.4 ± 3.9 89.3 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.76. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 
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Table 4A.73

Table 4A.73

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW (g) 76.1 ± 0.9 75.5 ± 1.0 76.8 ± 1.0 46.6 ± 2.1 75.8 ± 1.1
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 85.8 ± 0.7 86.1 ± 0.7 85.5 ± 0.8 62.9 ± 4.5 82.0 ± 1.1
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 84.6 ± 0.6 84.9 ± 0.6 84.3 ± 0.7 60.6 ± 2.1 82.3 ± 1.3
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.6 ± 0.8 83.7 ± 1.0 85.6 ± 0.8 47.8 ± 2.8 79.4 ± 1.7
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 87.3 ± 1.0 87.6 ± 1.2 87.1 ± 1.1 59.1 ± 5.6 84.6 ± 1.9
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 80.9 ± 1.3 79.1 ± 1.7 82.6 ± 1.6 67.9 ± 5.0 70.6 ± 6.1
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 87.7 ± 1.1 87.0 ± 1.6 88.5 ± 1.5 65.0 ± 10.8 76.3 ± 5.7
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 66.1 ± 2.1 66.6 ± 3.0 65.5 ± 2.7 26.8 ± 3.7 30.9 ± 4.0
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 82.1 ± 0.8 81.9 ± 0.9 82.3 ± 0.9 51.9 ± 2.8 77.9 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.76. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.73

Table 4A.73

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2004 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source :

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks

The national benchmark results show that NSW students in years 3 and 5 are consistently performing
at or above the national average for reading writing and numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading
and writing are also fairly consistent with the national average.

MCEETYA 2006a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.
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Table 4A.77

Table 4A.77

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.3 ± 1.6 92.0 ± 1.8 94.7 ± 1.3 81.8 ± 3.9 92.7 ± 1.5
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 91.7 ± 1.9 90.0 ± 2.3 93.7 ± 1.6 83.6 ± 5.1 93.3 ± 2.2
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 93.7 ± 1.2 92.1 ± 1.5 95.5 ± 1.0 83.2 ± 3.9 91.2 ± 1.3
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 93.6 ± 1.7 92.3 ± 2.0 95.0 ± 1.5 73.8 ± 6.6 91.4 ± 2.4
1. 8 years, 5 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 91.1 ± 1.6 89.2 ± 1.8 93.1 ± 1.4 71.0 ± 4.8 93.8 ± 2.1
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 94.9 ± 1.5 93.5 ± 1.9 96.3 ± 1.3 87.4 ± 5.0 93.5 ± 2.8
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 96.3 ± 0.8 95.2 ± 1.1 97.4 ± 0.7 95.3 ± 4.5 93.6 ± 1.3
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 70.4 ± 2.7 67.3 ± 3.5 73.6 ± 3.1 40.1 ± 4.4 41.5 ± 4.4
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.7 ± 1.6 91.2 ± 1.9 94.4 ± 1.3 78.0 ± 4.3 92.0 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.82. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.78

Table 4A.78

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 89.7 ± 1.6 87.9 ± 1.8 91.5 ± 1.5 72.3 ± 3.5 87.2 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 88.7 ± 1.8 86.4 ± 2.0 91.2 ± 1.6 73.7 ± 5.5 89.3 ± 2.1
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 79.7 ± 2.4 75.7 ± 2.6 83.9 ± 2.1 52.2 ± 4.2 74.8 ± 2.9
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 91.6 ± 1.5 89.6 ± 1.8 93.7 ± 1.3 64.7 ± 4.8 89.3 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 89.0 ± 1.2 86.7 ± 1.5 91.4 ± 1.1 63.9 ± 4.7 87.1 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 92.8 ± 1.1 90.9 ± 1.5 94.9 ± 1.0 87.3 ± 3.7 87.3 ± 3.1
1. 11yrs 1mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 94.9 ± 0.8 93.8 ± 1.2 96.2 ± 0.9 85.2 ± 6.5 92.9 ± 1.6
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 73.1 ± 2.0 71.2 ± 2.6 75.2 ± 2.5 40.7 ± 3.7 40.0 ± 3.8
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 87.5 ± 1.8 85.1 ± 2.0 90.1 ± 1.6 62.8 ± 4.1 86.2 ± 2.1

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source : MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.82. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.79

Table 4A.79

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 88.1 ± 0.8 85.4 ± 0.9 91.0 ± 0.8 69.4 ± 2.2 86.8 ± 1.1
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria 95.1 ± 0.5 93.8 ± 0.6 96.5 ± 0.4 85.0 ± 3.3 94.3 ± 0.8
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 88.1 ± 1.1 85.6 ± 1.3 90.9 ± 0.9 64.9 ± 2.9 83.2 ± 1.7
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 85.6 ± 0.8 83.3 ± 1.0 88.0 ± 0.9 46.8 ± 3.0 81.4 ± 1.9
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 93.8 ± 0.6 92.4 ± 0.8 95.2 ± 0.7 69.4 ± 4.7 90.5 ± 1.5
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 88.3 ± 0.9 85.4 ± 1.3 91.2 ± 1.2 78.0 ± 4.2 80.0 ± 4.6
1. 13yrs 1mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 93.5 ± 0.8 92.4 ± 1.3 94.7 ± 0.9 76.9 ± 10.6 89.0 ± 2.4
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 71.6 ± 1.9 66.7 ± 2.8 76.5 ± 2.6 36.8 ± 3.4 36.0 ± 3.5
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 89.8 ± 0.8 87.6 ± 1.0 92.2 ± 0.8 63.8 ± 2.9 87.9 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the reading
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.82. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
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Table 4A.83

Table 4A.83

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 93.6 ± 1.9 91.7 ± 2.3 95.6 ± 1.4 80.6 ± 4.9 92.5 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria (g) 97.5 ± 0.1 97.1 ± 0.1 98.2 ± 0.0 98.6 ± 0.4 99.5 ± 0.1
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 89.3 ± 2.6 85.7 ± 3.3 93.1 ± 2.0 74.6 ± 5.0 88.4 ± 2.3
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 86.8 ± 1.6 82.9 ± 2.0 91.1 ± 1.3 56.1 ± 4.4 84.6 ± 2.5
1. 8 years, 5 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 91.8 ± 2.7 89.5 ± 3.2 94.3 ± 2.3 71.7 ± 6.8 94.9 ± 3.1
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.9 ± 1.4 88.8 ± 1.9 95.2 ± 1.1 85.5 ± 5.1 91.9 ± 2.7
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 94.0 ± 1.4 91.8 ± 2.0 96.3 ± 1.0 87.6 ± 11.3 92.0 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 73.5 ± 2.6 70.2 ± 3.4 77.0 ± 3.0 40.3 ± 4.3 40.4 ± 4.2
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 92.8 ± 1.6 90.7 ± 2.0 95.1 ± 1.3 74.0 ± 4.7 93.4 ± 1.5

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.88. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Victoria has advised that the increase in 2005 (and in 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the 
Writing benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions. See MCEEYTA (2007a) 
p.6 for further information.
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Table 4A.83

Table 4A.83

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.84

Table 4A.84

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 94.3 ± 1.9 92.6 ± 2.4 96.0 ± 1.4 81.5 ± 5.5 93.0 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria (g) 97.4 ± 0.1 96.7 ± 0.1 98.4 ± 0.1 95.8 ± 1.6 99.0 ± 0.1
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 92.0 ± 1.5 89.3 ± 1.9 94.8 ± 1.1 79.0 ± 3.4 88.9 ± 1.5
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 86.8 ± 1.7 83.1 ± 2.2 90.6 ± 1.3 56.4 ± 4.0 85.7 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 92.1 ± 1.4 89.8 ± 1.8 94.6 ± 1.1 73.2 ± 4.8 93.7 ± 1.8
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 90.1 ± 1.4 86.4 ± 1.9 94.0 ± 1.3 82.0 ± 4.3 87.0 ± 2.9
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 92.6 ± 2.3 90.5 ± 2.9 94.9 ± 1.9 80.4 ± 9.9 91.0 ± 3.1
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 72.4 ± 2.3 69.4 ± 3.2 75.8 ± 2.5 36.1 ± 3.7 35.5 ± 3.8
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 93.3 ± 1.3 91.3 ± 1.7 95.4 ± 1.0 74.3 ± 4.3 93.1 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

Victoria has advised that the increase in 2005 (and in 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the 
Writing benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions. See MCEEYTA (2007a) 
p.15 for further information.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.88. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.84

Table 4A.84

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the writing
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.85

Table 4A.85

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 92.1 ± 2.2 89.3 ± 2.9 95.0 ± 1.6 75.3 ± 5.6 92.1 ± 2.4
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 7yrs 2mths

Victoria (g) 94.7 ± 0.5 92.1 ± 0.8 97.4 ± 0.3 83.9 ± 3.6 95.7 ± 0.6
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 95.0 ± 0.6 93.1 ± 0.9 97.1 ± 0.4 83.8 ± 2.1 92.1 ± 0.9
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 87.7 ± 1.6 83.7 ± 2.0 91.9 ± 1.2 56.7 ± 4.9 86.3 ± 2.1
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 87.7 ± 2.9 84.1 ± 3.6 91.5 ± 2.2 60.3 ± 6.3 85.8 ± 3.2
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 83.6 ± 2.2 77.4 ± 2.9 89.8 ± 1.8 74.6 ± 5.5 76.5 ± 5.2
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 92.1 ± 2.7 89.5 ± 3.6 94.9 ± 2.0 78.9 ± 12.7 89.6 ± 4.0
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 72.6 ± 2.0 67.3 ± 2.9 78.0 ± 2.6 34.6 ± 3.6 32.2 ± 3.9
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 92.2 ± 1.5 89.3 ± 2.0 95.2 ± 1.1 72.3 ± 4.3 91.6 ± 1.8

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are not
included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies across
jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.88. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across jurisdictions.

Victoria has advised that the increase in 2005 (and in 2004) in the percentage of students reaching the 
Writing benchmark in Victoria was due to changes in the marking instructions. See MCEEYTA (2007a) 
p.24 for further information.
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Table 4A.85

Table 4A.85

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the writing benchmark, 
2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source : MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 
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Table 4A.89

Table 4A.89

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 95.4 ± 0.9 94.9 ± 1.0 95.9 ± 0.9 87.6 ± 2.6 94.2 ± 1.0
1. 8 years, 9 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Victoria 95.5 ± 0.6 95.1 ± 0.6 96.1 ± 0.6 91.8 ± 3.0 97.3 ± 0.7
1. 9 years, 0 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

Queensland 92.7 ± 1.4 92.1 ± 1.4 93.4 ± 1.5 78.9 ± 3.9 89.5 ± 1.8
1. 8 years, 4 months
2. 2 years, 8 months

WA 90.2 ± 2.0 89.6 ± 2.1 91.0 ± 2.1 64.8 ± 5.7 86.6 ± 3.0
1. 8 years, 5 months
2. 3 years, 7 months

SA 92.6 ± 0.9 91.7 ± 0.9 93.4 ± 1.0 74.5 ± 4.1 95.4 ± 1.6
1. 8 years, 6 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Tasmania 91.2 ± 2.0 90.0 ± 2.2 92.5 ± 2.0 82.4 ± 5.1 86.8 ± 4.1
1. 9 years, 1 month
2. 3 years, 7 months

ACT 94.6 ± 1.2 93.5 ± 1.4 95.7 ± 1.2 92.8 ± 6.5 91.8 ± 1.9
1. 8 years, 10 months
2. 3 years, 6 months

NT 86.2 ± 2.5 85.5 ± 2.9 87.2 ± 2.8 68.0 ± 5.6 66.7 ± 5.5
1. 8 years, 8 months
2. 3 years, 3 months

Australia 94.1 ± 1.1 93.5 ± 1.1 94.7 ± 1.1 80.4 ± 3.8 94.0 ± 1.2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

Proportion of year 3 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.94. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.
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Table 4A.90

Table 4A.90

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW 91.7 ± 1.1 91.1 ± 1.1 92.3 ± 1.1 75.4 ± 3.1 90.1 ± 1.2
1. 10yrs 9mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Victoria 95.4 ± 0.7 94.8 ± 0.7 96.1 ± 0.7 89.5 ± 3.3 96.3 ± 0.9
1. 10yrs 11mths
2. 5yrs 7mths

Queensland 88.1 ± 1.9 88.0 ± 1.9 88.4 ± 2.0 65.8 ± 4.3 84.0 ± 2.3
1. 10yrs 4mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

WA 85.9 ± 1.8 86.4 ± 1.8 85.4 ± 2.0 51.6 ± 4.7 83.4 ± 2.4
1. 10yrs 2mths
2. 4yrs 8mths

SA 90.1 ± 1.3 90.5 ± 1.3 89.7 ± 1.5 69.8 ± 5.2 89.1 ± 2.0
1. 10yrs 6mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Tasmania 89.1 ± 1.5 89.1 ± 1.6 89.1 ± 1.7 78.7 ± 4.8 84.0 ± 3.7
1. 11yrs 1mth
2. 5yrs 7mths

ACT 93.2 ± 1.2 92.9 ± 1.4 93.4 ± 1.5 81.4 ± 8.2 91.7 ± 1.9
1. 10yrs 10mths
2. 5yrs 6mths

NT 69.6 ± 2.4 69.8 ± 2.9 69.4 ± 2.9 35.1 ± 3.6 35.2 ± 3.6
1. 10yrs 8mths
2. 5yrs 3mths

Australia 90.8 ± 1.3 90.5 ± 1.3 91.2 ± 1.4 66.5 ± 3.9 90.0 ± 1.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Source :

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

Proportion of year 5 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.94. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 
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Table 4A.91

Table 4A.91

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

NSW (g) 75.8 ± 1.1 75.7 ± 1.2 75.9 ± 1.2 44.5 ± 2.3 75.2 ± 1.2
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 4mths

Victoria 86.9 ± 0.6 86.6 ± 0.6 87.3 ± 0.8 66.5 ± 4.5 85.9 ± 0.9
1. 13yrs 0mths
2. 7yrs 7mths

Queensland 83.2 ± 0.6 82.7 ± 0.7 83.9 ± 0.7 54.5 ± 2.4 79.8 ± 1.6
1. 12yrs 4mths
2. 6yrs 8mths

WA 84.3 ± 0.8 84.9 ± 0.8 83.6 ± 1.0 46.8 ± 2.9 81.8 ± 1.6
1. 12yrs 2mths
2. 6yrs 7mths

SA 85.7 ± 1.2 86.6 ± 1.2 84.9 ± 1.3 55.8 ± 5.3 82.5 ± 1.9
1. 12yrs 6mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Tasmania 80.5 ± 1.2 80.4 ± 1.6 80.5 ± 1.7 66.4 ± 4.9 75.4 ± 5.8
1. 13yrs 1mth
2. 7yrs 7mths

ACT 88.1 ± 1.2 88.0 ± 1.5 88.3 ± 1.8 62.6 ± 11.4 84.4 ± 2.6
1. 12yrs 10mths
2. 7yrs 6mths

NT 64.8 ± 2.0 62.7 ± 2.8 66.9 ± 2.6 24.9 ± 3.3 24.8 ± 3.2
1. 12yrs 8mths
2. 7yrs 3mths

Australia 81.8 ± 0.9 81.6 ± 0.9 82.0 ± 1.0 48.8 ± 2.9 78.8 ± 1.3

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

Some movements in the results over time might have occurred because of State/Territory equating
processes, and may not reflect actual improvements in student performance.

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent). 

Students who were absent or withdrawn from testing are not classified as assessed students and are
not included in the benchmark calculations. The proportion of absent and withdrawn students varies
across jurisdictions, as shown in table 4A.94. Readers are urged to be cautious when comparing
results.

NSW considers that the year 7 results for NSW are anomalous. The national numeracy benchmark
results show that:

The typical average age of students at the time of testing, expressed in years and months. 
The typical average time students had spent in schooling at the time of testing, expressed in years and
months.

The methods used to identify Indigenous students and students with a LBOTE varied across
jurisdictions.
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Table 4A.91

Table 4A.91

1 Average age  (d) Male Female Indigenous LBOTE
2 Years of schooling  (e) All students students students students  (f) students  (f)

Proportion of year 7 students who achieved the numeracy
benchmark, 2005 (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Source :

The national benchmark results show that NSW students in years 3 and 5 are consistently performing
at or above the national average for reading writing and numeracy. The NSW results for year 7 reading
and writing are also fairly consistent with the national average.

MCEETYA 2007a, National Report on Schooling in Australia 2005: Preliminary Paper National
Benchmark Results Reading, Writing and Numeracy Years 3, 5 and 7 . 

(ii) a lower proprtion of students are meeting the numeracy benchmark in year 7 than in year 3 and year
5.

(i) a lower proportion of year 7 students are meeting the minimum numeracy benchmark than are
meeting the reading and writing benchmarks
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Table 4A.97

Table 4A.97

Aust
Male students 59.1 ± 1.3
Female students 57.4 ± 1.2
Indigenous students 29.8 ± 4.5
LBOTE students 48.1 ± 3.0

(a)  

(b)  

Source : MCEETYA 2004, National Year 6 Science Assessment Report 2003 , Melbourne.

Proportion of year 6 students achieving at or above the proficient
standard in science literacy, by equity group, 2003 (per cent) (a),
(b)

The achievement percentages reported in this table include 95 per cent confidence intervals (for
example, 80.0 per cent ± 2.7 per cent).

Minimum standards like the benchmarks in literacy and numeracy have not been set for scientific
literacy. The standard for science literacy is set at proficiency level 3.2 (of levels 1 to 4 or above) a
reasonably challenging level of performance, with students needing to demonstrate more than minimal
or elementary skills to be regarded as reaching it. Data represent the proportion of students at or above
the proficient standard.

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT
SERVICES 2008

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.9
8

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.9
8

N
S

W
V

ic
Q

ld
W

A
S

A
Ta

s
A

C
T

N
T

A
us

t
Ye

ar
 6

1 
or

 a
bo

ve
91

.7
 ±

 3
.3

93
.0

 ±
 2

.8
85

.1
 ±

 3
.4

83
.3

 ±
 4

.0
85

.2
 ±

 5
.2

87
.3

 ±
 4

.5
92

.0
 ±

 2
.3

80
.8

 ±
 5

.2
89

.2
 ±

 1
.6

2 
or

 a
bo

ve
 (a

)
56

.6
 ±

 6
.6

57
.7

 ±
 5

.3
37

.3
 ±

 6
.4

38
.5

 ±
 5

.7
43

.0
 ±

 6
.7

48
.1

 ±
 6

.6
60

.5
 ±

 4
.7

40
.6

 ±
 7

.1
50

.0
 ±

 3
.0

3 
or

 a
bo

ve
12

.1
 ±

 4
.0

9.
2 

± 
2.

4
2.

9 
± 

1.
7

4.
7 

± 
1.

9
4.

7 
± 

2.
1

7.
3 

± 
2.

5
11

.8
 ±

 3
.5

4.
8 

± 
2.

5
8.

1 
± 

1.
5

4 
or

 a
bo

ve
0.

1 
± 

0.
2

0.
1 

± 
0.

2
0.

1 
± 

0.
1

0.
1 

± 
0.

0
–

0.
1 

± 
0.

2
0.

2 
± 

0.
3

0.
1 

± 
0.

2
0.

1 
± 

0.
1

Ye
ar

 1
0

1 
or

 a
bo

ve
97

.9
 ±

 1
.2

95
.5

 ±
 2

.0
94

.0
 ±

 2
.7

94
.7

 ±
 2

.7
92

.7
 ±

 3
.6

95
.0

 ±
 2

.8
96

.5
 ±

 2
.5

95
.7

 ±
 3

.9
95

.7
 ±

 0
.9

2 
or

 a
bo

ve
86

.6
 ±

 2
.3

79
.3

 ±
 5

.3
73

.9
 ±

 5
.8

78
.7

 ±
 4

.6
74

.1
 ±

 5
.5

78
.9

 ±
 5

.6
84

.8
 ±

 5
.4

78
.8

 ±
 9

.0
80

.4
 ±

 1
.9

3 
or

 a
bo

ve
 (a

)
47

.5
 ±

 4
.9

39
.6

 ±
 7

.4
29

.7
 ±

 5
.5

36
.3

 ±
 6

.1
29

.2
 ±

 4
.8

37
.1

 ±
  4

.7
48

.0
 ±

 7
.6

35
.9

 ±
 1

4.
6

39
.3

 ±
 2

.8
4 

or
 a

bo
ve

7.
0 

± 
2.

4
5.

1 
± 

2.
4

2.
3 

± 
1.

2
3.

8 
± 

2.
1

1.
4 

± 
1.

0
4.

0 
± 

2.
1

8.
0 

± 
3.

4
5.

0 
± 

4.
4

4.
8 

± 
1.

1
5 

or
 a

bo
ve

0.
3 

± 
0.

3
0.

1 
± 

0.
0

–
0.

1 
± 

0.
1

0.
0 

± 
0.

1
0.

1 
± 

0.
0

0.
3 

± 
0.

5
0.

2 
± 

0.
1

0.
1 

± 
0.

1

(a
)  

(b
)  

– 
N

il 
or

 ro
un

de
d 

to
 z

er
o.

S
ou

rc
e

: 
M

C
EE

TY
A 

20
06

b,
 N

at
io

na
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t P
ro

gr
am

 C
iv

ic
s 

an
d 

C
iti

ze
ns

hi
p 

Y
ea

rs
 6

 a
nd

 1
0 

R
ep

or
t 2

00
4,

 M
el

bo
ur

ne
.

Pr
op

or
tio

n
of

ye
ar

s
6

an
d

10
st

ud
en

ts
ac

hi
ev

in
g

at
or

ab
ov

e
th

e
pr

of
ic

ie
nt

st
an

da
rd

in
ci

vi
cs

an
d

ci
tiz

en
sh

ip
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
, 2

00
4 

(p
er

 c
en

t) 
(a

), 
(b

)

Th
e 

ac
hi

ev
em

en
t p

er
ce

nt
ag

es
 re

po
rte

d 
in

 th
is

 ta
bl

e 
in

cl
ud

e 
95

 p
er

 c
en

t c
on

fid
en

ce
 in

te
rv

al
s 

(fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e,

 8
0.

0 
pe

r c
en

t ±
 2

.7
 p

er
 c

en
t).

M
in

im
um

st
an

da
rd

s
lik

e
th

e
be

nc
hm

ar
ks

in
lit

er
ac

y
an

d
nu

m
er

ac
y

ha
ve

no
t

be
en

se
t

fo
r

ci
vi

cs
an

d
ci

tiz
en

sh
ip

pe
rfo

rm
an

ce
.

Th
e

st
an

da
rd

fo
r

ci
vi

cs
an

d
ci

tiz
en

sh
ip

pe
rfo

rm
an

ce
is

se
ta

tp
ro

fic
ie

nc
y

le
ve

l2
fo

ry
ea

r6
an

d
le

ve
l3

fo
ry

ea
r1

0
(o

fl
ev

el
s

1
to

5
or

ab
ov

e)
a

re
as

on
ab

ly
ch

al
le

ng
in

g
le

ve
lo

fp
er

fo
rm

an
ce

,
w

ith
st

ud
en

ts
ne

ed
in

g
to

de
m

on
st

ra
te

m
or

e
th

an
m

in
im

al
or

el
em

en
ta

ry
sk

ills
ex

pe
ct

ed
at

th
at

ye
ar

le
ve

lt
o

be
re

ga
rd

ed
as

re
ac

hi
ng

it.
D

at
a

re
pr

es
en

tt
he

pr
op

or
tio

n 
of

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
at

 o
r a

bo
ve

 th
e 

pr
of

ic
ie

nt
 s

ta
nd

ar
d.

 

R
EP

O
R

T 
O

N
G

O
VE

R
N

M
EN

T
SE

R
VI

C
ES

 2
00

8
SC

H
O

O
L 

E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.9
9

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.9
9

1 
or

 a
bo

ve
2 

or
 a

bo
ve

 (
a)

3 
or

 a
bo

ve
 (

a)
4 

or
 a

bo
ve

5 
or

 a
bo

ve
Ye

ar
 6

M
et

ro
po

lit
an

90
.5

 ±
 1

.8
53

.5
 ±

 1
.9

9.
4 

± 
1.

0
0.

1 
± 

0.
1

..
Pr

ov
in

ci
al

86
.6

 ±
 3

.3
42

.3
 ±

 2
.4

5.
2 

± 
0.

8
0.

1 
± 

0.
1

..
R

em
ot

e
85

.2
 ±

 1
0.

9
42

.2
 ±

 1
0.

9
5.

4 
± 

2.
7

0.
1 

± 
0.

1
..

Al
l l

oc
at

io
ns

89
.2

 ±
 1

.6
50

.0
 ±

 3
.0

8.
1 

± 
1.

5
0.

1 
± 

0.
1

..
Ye

ar
 1

0
M

et
ro

po
lit

an
95

.6
 ±

 1
.1

80
.4

 ±
 1

.3
40

.2
 ±

 1
.9

5.
1 

± 
0.

7
0.

1 
± 

0.
1

Pr
ov

in
ci

al
96

.3
 ±

 1
.6

80
.9

 ±
 1

.9
37

.4
 ±

 2
.8

4.
0 

± 
0.

8
0.

1 
± 

0.
1

R
em

ot
e

93
.7

 ±
 1

0.
6

69
.6

 ±
 1

5.
5

25
.6

 ±
 1

0.
9

2.
0 

± 
1.

6
0.

1 
± 

0.
1

Al
l l

oc
at

io
ns

95
.7

 ±
 0

.9
80

.4
 ±

 1
.9

39
.3

 ±
 2

.8
4.

8 
± 

1.
1

0.
1 

± 
0.

1

(a
)  

(b
)  

(c
)  

.. 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

.
S

ou
rc

e
: 

M
C

EE
TY

A 
20

06
b,

 N
at

io
na

l A
ss

es
sm

en
t P

ro
gr

am
 C

iv
ic

s 
an

d 
C

iti
ze

ns
hi

p 
Y

ea
rs

 6
 a

nd
 1

0 
R

ep
or

t 2
00

4
, M

el
bo

ur
ne

.

G
eo

lo
ca

tio
n 

da
ta

 a
re

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
M

C
EE

TY
A 

Sc
ho

ol
s 

G
eo

gr
ap

hi
c 

Lo
ca

tio
n 

C
la

ss
ifi

ca
tio

n 
an

d 
re

pr
es

en
t s

ch
oo

l l
oc

at
io

n.

Pr
op

or
tio

n
of

ye
ar

s
6

an
d

10
st

ud
en

ts
ac

hi
ev

in
g

at
or

ab
ov

e
th

e
pr

of
ic

ie
nt

st
an

da
rd

in
ci

vi
cs

an
d

ci
tiz

en
sh

ip
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
, b

y 
ge

ol
oc

at
io

n,
 A

us
tr

al
ia

, 2
00

4 
(p

er
 c

en
t) 

(a
), 

(b
)

Th
e 

ac
hi

ev
em

en
t p

er
ce

nt
ag

es
 re

po
rte

d 
in

 th
is

 ta
bl

e 
in

cl
ud

e 
95

 p
er

 c
en

t c
on

fid
en

ce
 in

te
rv

al
s 

(fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e,

 8
0.

0 
pe

r c
en

t ±
 2

.7
 p

er
 c

en
t).

M
in

im
um

st
an

da
rd

s
lik

e
th

e
be

nc
hm

ar
ks

in
lit

er
ac

y
an

d
nu

m
er

ac
y

ha
ve

no
tb

ee
n

se
tf

or
ci

vi
cs

an
d

ci
tiz

en
sh

ip
pe

rfo
rm

an
ce

.T
he

st
an

da
rd

fo
r

ci
vi

cs
an

d
ci

tiz
en

sh
ip

pe
rfo

rm
an

ce
is

se
t

at
pr

of
ic

ie
nc

y
le

ve
l2

fo
r

ye
ar

6
an

d
le

ve
l3

fo
r

ye
ar

10
(o

f
le

ve
ls

1
to

5
or

ab
ov

e)
a

re
as

on
ab

ly
ch

al
le

ng
in

g
le

ve
l

of
pe

rfo
rm

an
ce

,w
ith

st
ud

en
ts

ne
ed

in
g

to
de

m
on

st
ra

te
m

or
e

th
an

m
in

im
al

or
el

em
en

ta
ry

sk
ills

ex
pe

ct
ed

at
th

at
ye

ar
le

ve
lt

o
be

re
ga

rd
ed

as
re

ac
hi

ng
it.

D
at

a
re

pr
es

en
t t

he
 p

ro
po

rti
on

 o
f s

tu
de

nt
s 

at
 o

r a
bo

ve
 th

e 
pr

of
ic

ie
nt

 s
ta

nd
ar

d.

R
EP

O
R

T 
O

N
G

O
VE

R
N

M
EN

T
SE

R
VI

C
ES

 2
00

8
SC

H
O

O
L 

E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N



Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
00

Ta
bl

e 
4A

.1
00

1 
or

 a
bo

ve
2 

or
 a

bo
ve

 (
a)

3 
or

 a
bo

ve
 (

a)
4 

or
 a

bo
ve

5 
or

 a
bo

ve
Ye

ar
 6

M
al

e 
st

ud
en

ts
87

.2
 ±

 1
.8

46
.5

 ±
 3

.5
6.

7 
± 

1.
6

0.
1 

± 
0.

1
..

Fe
m

al
e 

st
ud

en
ts

91
.2

 ±
 2

.2
53

.4
 ±

 3
.3

9.
5 

± 
2.

0
0.

1 
± 

0.
1

..
In

di
ge

no
us

 s
tu

de
nt

s
72

.7
 ±

 6
.6

23
.8

 ±
 6

.7
1.

7 
± 

2.
0

–
..

LB
O

TE
 s

tu
de

nt
s

88
.3

 ±
 2

.5
47

.1
 ±

 5
.0

6.
0 

± 
5.

0
0.

1 
± 

5.
0

..
Al

l s
tu

de
nt

s
89

.2
 ±

 1
.6

50
.0

 ±
 3

.0
8.

1 
± 

1.
5

0.
1 

± 
0.

1
..

Ye
ar

 1
0

M
al

e 
st

ud
en

ts
94

.2
 ±

 1
.5

75
.7

 ±
 2

.9
34

.7
 ±

 3
.2

3.
7 

± 
1.

1
0.

1 
± 

0.
1

Fe
m

al
e 

st
ud

en
ts

97
.3

 ±
 0

.7
84

.8
 ±

 2
.2

43
.7

 ±
 3

.9
5.

9 
± 

1.
9

0.
1 

± 
0.

2
In

di
ge

no
us

 s
tu

de
nt

s
86

.5
 ±

 6
.0

57
.8

 ±
 8

.9
22

.4
 ±

 8
.2

1.
8 

± 
2.

8
0.

2 
± 

0.
4

LB
O

TE
 s

tu
de

nt
s

94
.8

 ±
 1

.6
77

.2
 ±

 3
.2

36
.1

 ±
 3

.2
4.

3 
± 

3.
2

0.
1 

± 
0.

3
Al

l s
tu

de
nt

s
95

.7
 ±

 0
.9

80
.4

 ±
 1

.9
39

.3
 ±

 2
.8

4.
8 

± 
1.

1
0.

1 
± 

0.
1

(a
)  

(b
)  

(c
)  

.. 
N

ot
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

. –
 N

il 
or

 ro
un

de
d 

to
 z

er
o.

S
ou

rc
e

: 
M

C
EE

TY
A 

20
06

b,
 N

at
io

na
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t P
ro

gr
am

 C
iv

ic
s 

an
d 

C
iti

ze
ns

hi
p 

Y
ea

rs
 6

 a
nd

 1
0 

R
ep

or
t 2

00
4

, M
el

bo
ur

ne
.

Pr
op

or
tio

n
of

ye
ar

s
6

an
d

10
st

ud
en

ts
ac

hi
ev

in
g

at
or

ab
ov

e
th

e
pr

of
ic

ie
nt

st
an

da
rd

in
ci

vi
cs

an
d

ci
tiz

en
sh

ip
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
, b

y 
eq

ui
ty

 g
ro

up
, A

us
tr

al
ia

, 2
00

4 
(p

er
 c

en
t) 

(a
), 

(b
)

Th
e 

ac
hi

ev
em

en
t p

er
ce

nt
ag

es
 re

po
rte

d 
in

 th
is

 ta
bl

e 
in

cl
ud

e 
95

 p
er

 c
en

t c
on

fid
en

ce
 in

te
rv

al
s 

(fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e,

 8
0.

0 
pe

r c
en

t ±
 2

.7
 p

er
 c

en
t).

M
in

im
um

st
an

da
rd

s
lik

e
th

e
be

nc
hm

ar
ks

in
lit

er
ac

y
an

d
nu

m
er

ac
y

ha
ve

no
tb

ee
n

se
tf

or
ci

vi
cs

an
d

ci
tiz

en
sh

ip
pe

rfo
rm

an
ce

.T
he

st
an

da
rd

fo
r

ci
vi

cs
an

d
ci

tiz
en

sh
ip

pe
rfo

rm
an

ce
is

se
t

at
pr

of
ic

ie
nc

y
le

ve
l2

fo
r

ye
ar

6
an

d
le

ve
l3

fo
r

ye
ar

10
(o

f
le

ve
ls

1
to

5
or

ab
ov

e)
a

re
as

on
ab

ly
ch

al
le

ng
in

g
le

ve
l

of
pe

rfo
rm

an
ce

,w
ith

st
ud

en
ts

ne
ed

in
g

to
de

m
on

st
ra

te
m

or
e

th
an

m
in

im
al

or
el

em
en

ta
ry

sk
ills

ex
pe

ct
ed

at
th

at
ye

ar
le

ve
lt

o
be

re
ga

rd
ed

as
re

ac
hi

ng
it.

D
at

a
re

pr
es

en
t t

he
 p

ro
po

rti
on

 o
f s

tu
de

nt
s 

at
 o

r a
bo

ve
 th

e 
pr

of
ic

ie
nt

 s
ta

nd
ar

d.

G
eo

lo
ca

tio
n 

da
ta

 a
re

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
M

C
EE

TY
A 

Sc
ho

ol
s 

G
eo

gr
ap

hi
c 

Lo
ca

tio
n 

C
la

ss
ifi

ca
tio

n 
an

d 
re

pr
es

en
t s

ch
oo

l l
oc

at
io

n.

R
EP

O
R

T 
O

N
G

O
VE

R
N

M
EN

T
SE

R
VI

C
ES

 2
00

8
SC

H
O

O
L 

E
D

U
C

A
TI

O
N



Table 4A.101

Table 4A.101

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust OECD 
average

2000
All students 73.5 63.9 65.8 70.6 72.1 65.7 77.9 56.3 69.0 60.5

Standard error 2.5 2.8 3.1 3.5 2.7 3.9 2.1 2.9 1.2 0.2
2003

All students 71.6 66.8 65.4 77.2 73.7 63.3 78.5 58.0 69.9 58.3
Standard error 1.5 2.1 3.6 1.7 1.9 2.9 1.9 3.7 1.0 0.2

2006
All students 66.8 63.0 64.4 70.7 66.1 58.8 74.6 48.4 65.6 55.2

Standard error 1.8 2.0 1.5 2.8 2.1 2.3 2.1 2.1 0.9 0.3

(a)  

(b)  

Source : ACER (unpublished).

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA). PISA 2000 involved sample assessment of approximately 2.3 per cent of 15
year old Australian secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2000, see Lokan et
al. (2001). PISA 2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old
Australian secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2003, see Thomson et al.
(2004a). PISA 2006 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.0 per cent of 15 year old
Australian Secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2006, see Thomson and De
Bortoli (2007).
The standard errors in this table are shown in corresponding charts as 95 per cent confidence
intervals by multiplying them by 1.96. A standard error of 2.7 in the table, for example, becomes a
confidence interval of plus or minus 5.3 in the corresponding chart.

Proportion of students achieving level 3 or above in the overall
reading literacy scale (per cent) (a), (b)
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Table 4A.102

Table 4A.102

Aust
2000

All students 69.0
Standard error 1.2

Male students 63.2
Standard error 1.7

Female students 75.8
Standard error 1.5

Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 54.3
Standard error 1.8

Indigenous students 38.0
Standard error 3.4

Geographically remote students (d) 47.9
Standard error 8.8

2003
All students 69.9

Standard error 1.0
Male students 62.3

Standard error 1.3
Female students 77.8

Standard error 1.1
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 56.2

Standard error 1.4
Indigenous students   38.1

Standard error 3.9
Geographically remote students (d) 53.5

Standard error 4.6
2006

All students 65.6
Standard error 0.9

Male students 58.0
Standard error 1.2

Female students 73.5
Standard error 1.0

Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 47.8
Standard error 1.1

Indigenous students   33.5
Standard error 2.5

Geographically remote students (d) 48.9
Standard error 8.0

Proportion of students achieving level 3 or above in the overall
reading literacy scale, by equity group (per cent) (a), (b)
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Table 4A.102

Table 4A.102

Aust

Proportion of students achieving level 3 or above in the overall
reading literacy scale, by equity group (per cent) (a), (b)

(a)  

(b)  

(c)

(d)  

Source : ACER (unpublished).

The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students.

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2000 involved sample assessment of approximately 2.3 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2000, see Lokan et al. (2001). PISA 2003
involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian secondary school
students. For further information on PISA 2003, see Thomson et al. (2004a). PISA 2006 involved
sample assessment of approximately 6.0 per cent of 15 year old Australian Secondary school students.
For further information on PISA 2006, see Thomson and De Bortoli (2007).

The standard errors in this table are shown in corresponding charts as 95 per cent confidence intervals
by multiplying them by 1.96. A standard error of 2.7 in the table, for example, becomes a confidence
interval of plus or minus 5.3 in the corresponding chart.

Two measures are used by the OECD to represent elements of socioeconomic background. One is the
highest level of the father’s and mother’s occupation (known as HISEI), which is coded in accordance
with the International Standard Classification of Occupations. The other measure is the index of
economic, social and cultural status (ESCS), which was created to capture the wider aspects of a
student’s family and home background. The ESCS is based on students’ responses on their parents’
occupations; the highest level of education of the father and mother converted into years of schooling;
the number of books in the home; and access to home educational and cultural resources.
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Table 4A.103

Table 4A.103

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust OECD 
average

2003
All students 66.7 62.6 65.8 75.8 72.7 61.1 76.0 57.3 67.1 57.3

Standard error 1.6 2.2 2.7 1.8 2.5 4.2 1.8 2.8 0.9 0.3
2006

All students 67.0 64.2 66.6 71.5 67.1 58.3 74.3 51.5 66.5 56.8
Standard error 1.8 2.0 1.9 3.0 2.3 2.3 2.5 2.2 0.9 0.3

(a)  

(b)  

Source : ACER (unpublished).

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA). PISA 2000 involved sample assessment of approximately 2.3 per cent of 15
year old Australian secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2000, see Lokan et
al. (2001). PISA 2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old
Australian secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2003, see Thomson et al.
(2004a). PISA 2006 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.0 per cent of 15 year old
Australian Secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2006, see Thomson and De
Bortoli (2007).
The standard errors in this table are shown in corresponding charts as 95 per cent confidence
intervals by multiplying them by 1.96. A standard error of 2.7 in the table, for example, becomes a
confidence interval of plus or minus 5.3 in the corresponding chart.

Proportion of students achieving level 3 or above in the overall
mathematical literacy scale (per cent) (a), (b)
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Table 4A.104

Table 4A.104

Aust
2003

All students 67.1
Standard error 0.9

Male students 67.3
Standard error 1.2

Female students 66.8
Standard error 1.3

Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 47.2
Standard error 1.9

Indigenous students 30.1
Standard error 3.2

Geographically remote students (d) 51.5
Standard error 6.5

2006
All students 66.5

Standard error 0.9
Male students 68.6

Standard error 1.2
Female students 64.3

Standard error 1.1
Students from low socioeconomic families (c) 50.2

Standard error 1.2
Indigenous students 32.4

Standard error 2.6
Geographically remote students (d) 44.0

Standard error 5.8

(a)  

(b)  

Proportion of students achieving level 3 or above in the overall
mathematical literacy scale, by equity group (per cent) (a), (b)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2000 involved sample assessment of approximately 2.3 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA 2000, see Lokan et al. (2001). PISA 2003
involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian secondary school
students. For further information on PISA 2003, see Thomson et al. (2004a). PISA 2006 involved
sample assessment of approximately 6.0 per cent of 15 year old Australian Secondary school students.
For further information on PISA 2006, see Thomson and De Bortoli (2007).

The standard errors in this table are shown in corresponding charts as 95 per cent confidence intervals
by multiplying them by 1.96. A standard error of 2.7 in the table, for example, becomes a confidence
interval of plus or minus 5.3 in the corresponding chart.
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Table 4A.104

Table 4A.104

Aust

Proportion of students achieving level 3 or above in the overall
mathematical literacy scale, by equity group (per cent) (a), (b)

(c)

(d)  

Source : ACER (unpublished).

The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students.

Two measures are used by the OECD to represent elements of socioeconomic background. One is the
highest level of the father’s and mother’s occupation (known as HISEI), which is coded in accordance
with the International Standard Classification of Occupations. The other measure is the index of
economic, social and cultural status (ESCS), which was created to capture the wider aspects of a
student’s family and home background. The ESCS is based on students’ responses on their parents’
occupations; the highest level of education of the father and mother converted into years of schooling;
the number of books in the home; and access to home educational and cultural resources.
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Table 4A.105

Table 4A.105

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
All students

At or above OECD mean   64.4   56.0   60.8   67.2   66.0   55.5   71.7   49.3   61.8
Standard error   3.7   4.4   3.5   3.6   3.7   3.9   4.4   5.0   1.9

Male students
At or above OECD mean   63.6   57.6   56.0   66.0   64.8   55.5   75.6   47.4   60.8
Standard error   3.8   5.0   4.2   4.1   5.4   5.2   7.1   6.8   2.0

Female students
At or above OECD mean   65.4   53.9   65.4   68.6   67.2   56.2   68.4   51.2   62.8
Standard error   5.0   6.4   5.1   4.7   4.8   4.9   8.0   6.5   2.5

Students from low socioeconomic families (c)
At or above OECD mean   49.7   49.0   48.2   51.1   48.6   46.8   49.9   25.0   49.0
Standard error   6.0   7.3   4.9   6.6   8.1   5.1   15.1   9.4   3.4

(a)  

(b)  

(c)  

Source : ACER (unpublished).

Proportion of 15 year old secondary students achieving at or
above the OECD mean for scientific literacy, 2000 (per cent) (a), (b)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2000 involved sample assessment of approximately 2.3 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA, see Lokan et al. (2001).

A variable based on parental occupation was used to determine socioeconomic background. Students
in the lowest 25 per cent of this variable were defined as being from a family of low socioeconomic
status. The variable is based on the International Standard Classification of Occupations.

The OECD mean is reported here as a national reporting standard has yet to be developed.
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Table 4A.106

Table 4A.106

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
All students

At or above OECD mean 62.4 55.9 59.0 68.8 66.4 55.0 71.4 51.2 61.2
Standard error 1.7 2.3 2.7 1.6 3.1 4.2 2.1 2.7 0.9

Male students
At or above OECD mean 62.0 57.7 57.3 67.5 67.3 54.4 70.6 48.7 61.0
Standard error 2.5 2.8 3.0 2.4 3.5 4.7 3.8 4.0 1.2

Female students
At or above OECD mean 62.7 54.2 61.1 70.0 65.2 55.7 72.1 53.4 61.4
Standard error 2.2 3.0 3.9 2.3 3.9 4.9 5.2 4.2 1.3

Students from low socioeconomic families (d)
At or above OECD mean 45.3 39.9 46.6 49.9 48.4 39.3 44.9 38.6 44.7
Standard error 2.4 3.8 3.0 3.8 3.4 5.3 8.6 7.8 1.4

(a)  

(b)  

(c)
(d)

Source : ACER (unpublished).

Proportion of 15 year old secondary students achieving at or
above the OECD mean for scientific literacy, 2003 (per cent) (a),
(b), (c)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA, see Thomson et al. (2004a).

The standard errors in this table are shown in corresponding charts as 95 per cent confidence intervals
by multiplying them by 1.96. A standard error of 2.7 in the table, for example, becomes a confidence
interval of plus or minus 5.3 in the corresponding chart.

A variable based on parental occupation was used to determine socioeconomic background. Students
in the lowest 25 per cent of this variable were defined as being from a family of low socioeconomic
status. The variable is based on the International Standard Classification of Occupations.

The OECD mean is reported here as a national reporting standard has yet to be developed.
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Table 4A.107

Table 4A.107

Aust
2000

Indigenous students   29.1
Standard error   4.1

Geographically remote students (c)   51.2
Standard error   7.8

2003
Indigenous students 25.6

Standard error 2.9
Geographically remote students (c) 44.4

Standard error 6.1

(a)  

(b)
(c)  

Source : ACER (unpublished).

The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students. The percentage of students attending school in a geographically remote area is very
small in 2000 (0.9 per cent) and 2003 (0.6 per cent).

Proportion of 15 year old secondary students achieving at or
above the OECD mean for scientific literacy, by equity group (per
cent) (a), (b)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA). PISA 2000 involved sample assessment of approximately 2.3 per cent of 15 year
old Australian secondary school students. For further information on PISA, see Lokan et al. (2001).
PISA 2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA, see Thomson et al. (2004a).

The OECD mean is reported here as a national reporting standard has yet to be developed.
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Table 4A.108

Table 4A.108

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
All students

At or above OECD mean 64.6 59.9 62.6 71.0 69.9 59.5 73.3 53.9 64.2
Standard error 1.5 2.2 3.5 1.9 2.4 3.9 2.2 3.1 0.9

Male students
At or above OECD mean 62.7 61.0 59.1 69.9 67.6 56.9 71.0 48.8 62.7
Standard error 2.3 2.8 3.9 2.3 2.8 4.7 3.7 4.1 1.2

Female students
At or above OECD mean 66.3 58.9 67.0 71.9 72.7 62.5 75.4 58.3 65.8
Standard error 1.8 2.9 3.7 2.3 3.8 4.3 4.0 4.1 1.3

Students from low socioeconomic families (b)
At or above OECD mean 48.7 45.4 50.3 55.6 54.9 42.1 50.0 44.2 49.2
Standard error 2.5 3.6 3.6 4.0 3.5 4.3 7.3 6.2 1.3

(a)  

(b)

Source : ACER (unpublished).

Proportion of 15 year old secondary students achieving at or
above the OECD mean for problem solving, 2003 (per cent) (a)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA). PISA 2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year old Australian
secondary school students. For further information on PISA, see Thomson et al. (2004a).

A variable based on parental occupation was used to determine socioeconomic background. Students
in the lowest 25 per cent of this variable were defined as being from a family of low socioeconomic
status. The variable is based on the International Standard Classification of Occupations.
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Table 4A.109

Table 4A.109

Aust
Indigenous students 30.6

Standard error 3.1
Geographically remote students (b) 50.1

Standard error 5.2

(a)  

(b)  

Source : ACER (unpublished).

The MCEETYA Schools Geographic Location Classification was used to classify the location of the
school. Students from schools in remote and very remote areas were classified as geographically
remote students. The percentage of students attending school in a geographically remote area is very
small (0.6 per cent).

Proportion of 15 year old secondary students achieving at or
above the OECD mean for problem solving, by equity group, 2003
(per cent) (a)

These data are from assessments conducted for the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA). PISA 2003 involved sample assessment of approximately 6.5 per cent of 15 year
old Australian secondary school students.For further information on PISA, see Thomson et al. (2004a).
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Table 4A.110

Table 4A.110

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
At or above intermediate 68.2 68.2 58.1 50.8 58.9 63.7 70.6 54.1 63.8

Standard error 4.8 3.3 3.7 4.0 4.1 7.0 4.8 6.0 2.0
Advanced 6.7 6.1 2.5 1.9 2.5 4.4 10.9 2.1 5.0

Standard error 1.5 1.3 0.7 0.6 0.9 1.4 4.3 1.4 0.6
High 25.0 23.2 16.4 13.5 18.6 22.1 27.0 20.8 21.3

Standard error 2.5 2.5 2.3 1.7 2.4 3.7 3.6 4.4 1.1
Intermediate 36.6 38.8 39.2 35.4 37.8 37.2 32.7 31.2 37.5

Standard error 2.8 1.9 2.5 3.0 3.3 3.2 4.0 4.4 1.3
Low 22.9 21.7 26.7 32.4 26.0 22.3 22.3 26.5 24.5

Standard error 2.7 2.1 2.0 2.3 2.1 2.8 3.5 3.6 1.2
Below low 8.8 10.2 15.3 16.8 15.1 14.1 7.1 19.4 11.8

Standard error 2.6 1.8 2.6 3.5 3.6 5.1 1.9 5.2 1.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(a)  

(b) 

Source : ACER (unpublished).

Proportion of year 4 students achieving at or above the intermediate
international level in mathematics achievement, 2002–03 (per cent)
(a), (b)

These data are from assessments conducted for TIMSS. TIMSS 2002-03 involved sample assessment
of 4675 year 4 Australian school students from 204 schools. For further information on TIMSS, see
Thomson and Fleming (2004a, 2004b).

The presentation of TIMSS data in the 2008 Report differs from that presented elsewhere, including
the selection of "at or above the intermediate international level" as a standard for reporting results.
The MCEETYA national standard for these data is yet to be established.
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Table 4A.111

Table 4A.111

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
At or above intermediate 74.9 61.1 59.2 59.4 61.9 50.5 68.3 34.1 64.9

Standard error 5.0 4.1 3.8 4.0 5.6 6.2 6.4 7.0 2.2
Advanced 13.0 3.6 3.4 1.7 6.4 2.8 2.3 0.2 6.6

Standard error 3.4 1.0 0.8 0.8 3.3 1.4 0.8 0.2 1.2
High 32.4 17.0 17.9 17.0 21.8 15.4 25.1 4.4 22.4

Standard error 4.3 3.1 2.0 2.8 3.4 4.5 6.3 1.6 1.8
Intermediate 29.5 40.5 37.9 40.7 33.8 32.4 40.8 29.4 35.9

Standard error 3.9 2.2 3.0 2.3 3.3 3.1 2.9 6.6 1.5
Low 16.2 29.6 27.8 28.1 27.3 33.7 25.2 44.7 24.6

Standard error 3.0 3.6 2.6 2.9 3.7 3.4 5.7 3.5 1.5
Below low 8.9 9.3 13.0 12.5 10.7 15.7 6.5 21.3 10.5

Standard error 3.5 1.5 2.4 2.7 3.2 4.6 1.2 7.4 1.4
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(a)  

(b) 

Source : ACER (unpublished).

Proportion of year 8 students achieving at or above the intermediate
international level in mathematics achievement, 2002–03 (per cent)
(a), (b)

These data are from assessments conducted for TIMSS. TIMSS 2002-03 involved sample assessment
of 5355 year 8 Australian school students from 210 schools. For further information on TIMSS, see
Thomson and Fleming (2004a, 2004b).

The presentation of TIMSS data in the 2008 Report differs from that presented elsewhere, including
the selection of "at or above the intermediate international level" as a standard for reporting results.
The MCEETYA national standard for these data is yet to be established.
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Table 4A.112

Table 4A.112

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
At or above intermediate 76.1 77.8 70.1 66.9 72.6 73.5 83.0 63.0 74.2

Standard error 4.6 2.9 3.3 3.4 3.9 5.3 2.1 6.9 1.9
Advanced 10.1 9.3 6.7 5.0 7.1 6.9 14.9 6.0 8.5

Standard error 1.8 1.5 1.6 1.1 1.4 1.6 3.9 2.4 0.8
High 31.4 31.4 27.4 23.4 28.3 29.7 36.1 27.6 29.6

Standard error 2.7 2.7 2.8 2.6 3.1 4.3 3.6 4.7 1.3
Intermediate 34.7 37.1 36.1 38.6 37.1 36.8 32.0 29.4 36.1

Standard error 2.2 1.8 2.1 2.5 3.1 2.4 5.4 3.7 1.0
Low 16.1 15.5 21.0 22.3 16.9 17.6 22.3 12.6 17.5

Standard error 2.5 2.3 2.3 2.2 1.7 2.8 4.2 2.1 1.1
Below low 7.7 6.7 8.8 10.8 10.5 8.9 14.6 4.4 8.3

Standard error 2.6 1.3 1.4 2.3 2.8 3.0 4.5 1.1 1.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 99.9 119.9 80.0 100.0

(a)  

(b) 

Source : ACER (unpublished).

Proportion of year 4 students achieving at or above the intermediate
international level in science achievement, 2002-03 (per cent) (a), (b)

These data are from assessments conducted for TIMSS. TIMSS 2002-03 involved sample assessment
of 4675 year 4 Australian school students from 204 schools. For further information on TIMSS, see
Thomson and Fleming (2004a, 2004b).

The presentation of TIMSS data in the 2008 Report differs from that presented elsewhere, including
the selection of "at or above the intermediate international level" as a standard for reporting results.
The MCEETYA national standard for these data is yet to be established.
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Table 4A.113

Table 4A.113

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust
At or above intermediate 82.1 73.8 72.6 76.1 72.3 66.0 83.4 54.9 76.3

Standard error 4.3 2.9 3.0 3.6 5.1 5.6 3.2 6.7 1.8
Advanced 15.1 4.6 5.2 5.4 9.9 5.0 8.5 2.6 8.7

Standard error 3.0 0.7 1.0 1.2 3.3 1.5 2.5 0.9 1.1
High 38.2 26.0 27.7 29.6 28.9 24.5 35.4 12.9 31.0

Standard error 3.4 2.4 2.3 3.0 3.6 4.2 4.0 3.1 1.5
Intermediate 28.7 43.1 39.7 41.0 33.5 36.5 39.5 39.3 36.6

Standard error 3.0 1.8 2.3 2.6 3.2 2.7 3.1 3.9 1.2
Low 13.4 21.0 20.9 18.2 21.2 24.1 14.5 32.9 18.2

Standard error 2.5 2.3 1.8 2.4 3.5 3.1 3.0 3.3 1.2
Below low 4.6 5.2 6.5 5.7 6.6 9.9 2.2 12.2 5.5

Standard error 2.1 0.9 1.9 1.8 2.1 3.5 0.7 4.9 0.8
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(a)  

(b) 

Source : ACER (unpublished).

Proportion of year 8 students achieving at or above the intermediate
international level in science achievement, 2002-03 (per cent) (a), (b)

These data are from assessments conducted for TIMSS. TIMSS 2002-03 involved sample assessment
of 5355 year 8 Australian school students from 210 schools. For further information on TIMSS, see
Thomson and Fleming (2004a, 2004b).

The presentation of TIMSS data in the 2008 Report differs from that presented elsewhere, including
the selection of "at or above the intermediate international level" as a standard for reporting results.
The MCEETYA national standard for these data is yet to be established.
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Table 4A.114

Table 4A.114

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT (c) NT Aust
Participation age 15–19 years

Male   50.7   56.7   44.7   42.8   51.0   53.5   65.4   41.6   50.3
Female   53.0   59.7   46.9   45.4   53.6   58.0   63.1   45.0   52.9
All students   51.8   58.2   45.8   44.0   52.2   55.7   64.3   43.2   51.6

Participation age 15 years
Male   92.7   96.6   90.6   94.3   96.7   97.8   111.6   80.5   93.9
Female   93.5   97.4   93.1   96.0   97.7   100.0   109.2   79.4   95.1
All students   93.1   97.0   91.8   95.1   97.1   98.8   110.4   80.0   94.5

Participation age 16 years
Male   77.9   89.1   77.8   77.5   84.3   83.1   103.8   66.4   81.3
Female   82.7   93.8   85.6   84.2   89.8   89.0   107.9   77.1   87.1
All students   80.2   91.4   81.5   80.7   87.0   85.9   105.8   71.5   84.1

Participation age 17 years
Male   63.6   74.2   46.8   38.7   60.9   58.3   94.7   44.6   60.1
Female   71.5   83.9   48.6   43.1   69.7   67.2   93.2   51.3   66.8
All students   67.5   78.9   47.7   40.8   65.1   62.6   93.9   47.7   63.4

Participation age 18 years
Male   15.7   23.1   5.3   3.8   11.3   22.5   29.0   11.0   14.2
Female   14.1   22.3   4.4   3.4   10.3   27.2   20.7   9.6   13.1
All students   14.9   22.7   4.9   3.6   10.8   24.8   24.9   10.4   13.7

Participation age 19 years
Male   1.7   2.2   0.8   0.8   2.3   2.5   2.3   3.4   1.6
Female   1.5   2.0   0.8   0.6   2.2   2.7   2.1   2.7   1.5
All students   1.6   2.1   0.8   0.7   2.3   2.6   2.2   3.1   1.6

(a)

(b)
(c)

Source : ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2006.

Participation rates in the ACT exceed 100 per cent as a result of NSW residents from surrounding areas
enrolling in ACT schools.

School participation rates by age and sex of students, all schools,
2006 (per cent) (a), (b)

Proportion of the population who were not of compulsory school age in some jurisdictions, but who were
enrolled as full time students in August 2006. 

Refer to p4.5 in Report for information on age structures for schooling.
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Table 4A.115

Table 4A.115

NSW Vic Qld WA  (d) SA Tas ACT (e) NT
2002

Participation age 15–19 years 50.2 55.4 45.9 43.2 48.8 53.3 61.4 40.9
Participation age 15 years 92.2 95.3 91.2 90.8 93.1 98.5 105.9 76.7
Participation age 16 years 77.5 87.3 82.0 76.6 81.9 81.0 102.4 67.6
Participation age 17 years 66.3 76.1 51.1 41.6 60.1 63.1 88.9 43.9
Participation age 18 years 14.7 19.7 6.1 5.4 9.1 15.6 25.2 12.5
Participation age 19 years 1.6 2.3 1.0 1.6 2.0 3.5 2.2 3.1

2003
Participation age 15–19 years 50.8 56.1 45.9 42.6 49.5 53.0 61.5 41.8
Participation age 15 years 92.6 95.8 91.5 91.5 95.7 98.6 106.7 79.2
Participation age 16 years 79.5 88.8 82.5 76.7 83.9 84.5 102.4 67.0
Participation age 17 years 66.3 76.9 50.6 40.7 60.1 62.4 91.8 46.8
Participation age 18 years 14.9 20.6 6.1 4.1 9.6 15.1 23.3 10.4
Participation age 19 years 1.9 2.5 1.2 1.1 2.3 3.3 2.9 2.7

2004
Participation age 15–19 years 51.0 56.7 45.5 42.8 50.1 53.0 62.4 42.5
Participation age 15 years 92.6 95.7 90.8 92.0 96.1 98.4 107.3 82.0
Participation age 16 years 79.4 89.1 81.4 77.2 85.4 85.7 103.7 66.8
Participation age 17 years 67.6 78.5 50.1 41.1 61.4 63.0 92.0 46.7
Participation age 18 years 14.9 21.3 5.9 4.5 9.5 14.9 22.2 14.1
Participation age 19 years 1.9 2.6 1.1 0.9 2.6 2.3 2.6 2.8

2005
Participation age 15–19 years 51.5 57.4 45.5 43.3 51.3 54.7 63.9 43.4
Participation age 15 years 93.8 97.7 91.5 93.2 97.2 99.7 109.9 85.4
Participation age 16 years 79.0 89.3 80.4 77.9 86.1 84.2 104.2 69.3
Participation age 17 years 67.6 78.0 48.9 41.9 64.0 63.0 93.1 44.9
Participation age 18 years 14.8 21.4 5.4 3.9 9.8 22.1 25.3 11.6
Participation age 19 years 1.8 2.3 1.0 0.9 2.2 2.2 2.2 3.5

2006
Participation age 15–19 years   51.8   58.2   45.8   44.0   52.2   55.7   64.3   43.2
Participation age 15 years   93.1   97.0   91.8   95.1   97.1   98.8   110.4   80.0
Participation age 16 years   80.2   91.4   81.5   80.7   87.0   85.9   105.8   71.5
Participation age 17 years   67.5   78.9   47.7   40.8   65.1   62.6   93.9   47.7
Participation age 18 years   14.9   22.7   4.9   3.6   10.8   24.8   24.9   10.4
Participation age 19 years   1.6   2.1   0.8   0.7   2.3   2.6   2.2   3.1

(a)

(b)

(c)

School participation rates by age of students, all
students, all schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

Refer to p4.5 in Report for information on age structures for schooling.

Proportion of the population who were not of compulsory school age in some jurisdictions, but who
were enrolled as full time students in August 2006. 

The estimated resident population (ERP) data from which the rates are derived are primarily based
on population estimates from the five yearly population Censuses. 
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Table 4A.115

Table 4A.115

NSW Vic Qld WA  (d) SA Tas ACT (e) NT

School participation rates by age of students, all
students, all schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c)

(d)

(e)

Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 ,
Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools
Australia 2005 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS
(unpublished) School Australia 2006.

Participation rates in the ACT exceed 100 per cent as a result of NSW residents from surrounding
areas enrolling in ACT schools.

Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.  
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Table 4A.116

NSW Vic Qld WA SA (b) Tas  (b) (c) ACT  (c) NT  (b) Aust
All students

Government schools
To year 10 95.5 96.8 99.4 100.9 98.0 99.3 99.4 90.6 97.5
To year 11 77.3 90.4 86.2 92.1 89.7 75.0 115.4 106.7 85.4
To year 12 (total) 65.1 72.6 71.6 65.1 61.9 63.2 103.2 72.3 68.5
To year 12 (male) 59.4 64.6 66.4 60.0 55.4 54.0 101.9 70.6 62.4
To year 12 (female) 71.1 81.2 77.1 70.8 69.2 72.6 104.5 73.9 75.1

All schools
To year 10 96.4 98.2 100.5 102.0 100.1 99.9 98.7 90.4 98.6
To year 11 80.2 92.9 90.4 93.2 93.8 77.2 98.3 93.3 88.0
To year 12 (total) 70.5 79.9 78.5 71.8 71.5 64.8 88.7 58.4 74.7
To year 12 (male) 65.3 72.9 73.7 66.2 64.6 56.4 89.3 57.3 69.0
To year 12 (female) 75.9 87.2 83.6 77.6 78.8 73.3 88.2 59.5 80.6

Indigenous students (c)
Government schools
   To year 10 80.0 85.6 95.5 92.4 80.3 99.8 87.9 85.1 88.1
   To year 11 46.1 59.9 71.1 73.5 67.9 58.2 86.2 99.3 64.5
   To year 12 (total) 28.7 35.1 50.0 28.5 34.3 38.9 71.4 48.1 37.5
   To year 12 (male) 24.5 24.0 47.0 31.6 28.3 23.4 109.1 49.6 34.3
   To year 12 (female) 33.1 47.7 53.0 24.9 40.4 57.4 40.7 46.8 40.9
All schools
   To year 10 83.7 91.1 96.9 96.6 82.0 100.9 92.6 89.4 91.4
   To year 11 48.4 66.0 74.3 75.9 68.7 59.4 84.1 99.2 67.7
   To year 12 (total) 30.6 38.4 54.2 31.3 37.5 39.9 59.1 40.5 40.1
   To year 12 (male) 26.8 28.9 52.2 34.9 31.7 24.7 80.0 45.0 37.9
   To year 12 (female) 34.5 49.6 56.3 27.3 43.2 58.2 41.7 36.6 42.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

Source : ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2006.

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students to years
10–12, 2006 (per cent) (a)

The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (Tasmania and the ACT) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by sex and school sectors. 

The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who continued to years 10–12 from
respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary schooling. 

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT
SERVICES 2008

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION



Table 4A.117

Table 4A.117

NSW Vic Qld WA SA (c) (d) Tas  (c) (d) ACT NT (c) Aust
Full time secondary students

Government schools   68.2   75.8   72.2   66.0   64.6   64.4   101.1   79.0   70.8
Non-government schools   80.9   91.5   89.4   80.1   86.6   66.4   74.6   42.4   84.9
All schools   73.0   82.1   78.3   71.4   72.7   65.0   88.9   68.0   76.1

Full time Indigenous secondary students
Government schools   35.9   45.0   57.3   32.7   43.1   37.4   66.0   56.1   44.3
Non-government schools   52.9   66.7   70.3   42.6   65.4   36.4   33.3   74.3   59.7
All schools   37.7   47.4   60.1   34.6   45.7   37.3   60.0   58.8   46.7

Full time and part time secondary students (d)
Government schools   70.7   79.0   74.1   68.2   84.5   94.3   101.2   87.8   75.4
Non-government schools   81.2   91.7   89.6   80.1   91.4   66.4   75.0   42.9   85.4
All schools   74.6   84.0   79.5   72.7   87.0   85.8   89.2   74.7   79.2

(a)  

(b)  

(c)  

(d)

Source : ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools Australia 2006.

Apparent retention rates of secondary students from years 10–12,
2006 (per cent) (a), (b)

Inclusion of part-time students in the calculation of apparent retention rates increases the apparent
retention rates in SA and Tasmania due to a significant number of part-time adult learners and other
students recorded as year 12 that were not part of the original year 10 cohort two years prior.

The apparent rate is the percentage of full time students who continued to year 12 from respective
cohort groups in year 10. 

Retention rates are affected by factors that vary across jurisdictions, so variations in apparent retention
rates over time within jurisdictions may be more useful than comparisons across jurisdictions. Retention
rates can exceed 100 per cent for a variety of reasons, including student transfers between government
and non-government schools occurring after the base year. 
The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.
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Table 4A.118

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA  (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT  (c) (d) NT Aust
2002

From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 95.9 96.4 100.3 98.7 92.2 99.4 99.7 79.3 96.9
Indigenous students 81.6 77.2 89.4 85.5 77.4 106.3 122.2 73.4 84.7

From year 10 to year 12
All students 67.4 77.5 76.5 69.7 61.9 75.3 101.0 73.1 na
Indigenous students 36.8 38.6 58.9 24.3 41.7 55.9 75.6 37.7 na

2003
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 96.0 96.2 100.5 98.6 95.8 97.4 100.0 92.5 97.3
Indigenous students 81.0 74.2 91.2 93.2 83.4 105.3 96.1 86.5 87.3

From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.1 77.3 76.4 64.8 61.8 76.4 101.0 78.7 71.9
Indigenous students 36.3 43.8 59.0 25.5 32.9 52.3 88.0 51.7 43.6

2004
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 95.4 95.7 99.2 98.7 95.8 98.0 102.1 91.5 96.8
Indigenous students 79.9 78.0 87.2 87.0 79.7 104.1 108.2 85.7 84.8

From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.6 77.2 75.0 66.7 62.9 76.5 100.8 90.8 72.0
Indigenous students 36.6 43.7 57.4 27.8 40.5 56.6 87.3 56.9 43.6

2005
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 95.1 96.9 98.4 99.2 97.4 99.4 100.0 91.7 97.0
Indigenous students 77.6 77.2 90.6 88.7 86.2 100.8 100.0 81.3 85.2

From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.5 77.0 72.7 66.3 64.4 67.2 99.5 76.2 71.3
Indigenous students 36.3 51.0 55.0 26.1 37.5 43.7 71.4 54.9 42.3

2006
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 95.5 96.8 99.4 100.9 98.0 99.3 99.4 90.6 97.5
Indigenous students 80.0 85.6 95.5 92.4 80.3 99.8 87.9 85.1 88.1

From year 10 to year 12
All students 68.2 75.8 72.2 66.0 64.6 64.4 101.1 79.0 70.8
Indigenous students 35.9 45.0 57.3 32.7 43.1 37.4 66.0 56.1 44.3

(a)

(b)

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students,
government schools (per cent) (a)

The apparent retention rate is from year 8 to year 10 for Queensland, WA, SA and the NT and from year
7 to 10 for all other jurisdictions. The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who
continued to years 10–12 from respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary
schooling. Calculations are based on full time student numbers.
Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.  
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Table 4A.118

Table 4A.118

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA  (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT  (c) (d) NT Aust

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students,
government schools (per cent) (a)

(c)

(d)

Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003 , Cat.
no. 4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia  
2005 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished)
Schools Australia (various years).

na Not available.

The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (Tasmania and the ACT) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by gender and school sectors. 
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Table 4A.119

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA  (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT  (c) (d) NT Aust
2002

From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 99.6 99.9 100.8 102.9 100.8 101.8 100.7 76.7 na
Indigenous students na na na na na na na na na

From year 10 to year 12
All students 82.1 91.5 89.8 82.1 86.9 74.1 75.2 49.8 na
Indigenous students 49.1 63.3 65.5 54.3 61.3 100.0 100.0 50.0 na

2003
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 99.1 100.8 101.4 103.5 102.6 102.4 98.5 72.0 na
Indigenous students 92.7 80.0 113.7 98.7 84.6 109.3 76.5 27.1 na

From year 10 to year 12
All students 81.0 91.8 90.6 81.9 87.9 76.2 76.3 46.5 85.9
Indigenous students 54.7 48.9 67.8 44.4 71.4 60.0 57.9 28.8 55.6

2004
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 98.6 99.9 102.4 103.8 102.7 103.3 97.2 75.1 100.4
Indigenous students 94.5 118.4 103.0 107.0 104.0 141.9 70.6 31.8 92.0

From year 10 to year 12
All students 81.3 91.9 91.5 82.4 87.7 76.0 72.6 43.1 86.1
Indigenous students 48.1 51.1 72.5 40.1 81.1 40.0 31.3 32.2 55.5

2005
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 98.2 99.5 102.6 104.1 102.3 102.0 98.2 99.9 100.4
Indigenous students 104.6 117.3 97.2 113.4 91.4 125.0 105.9 123.8 106.2

From year 10 to year 12
All students 81.3 90.2 91.2 82.3 86.2 69.2 74.5 54.2 85.4
Indigenous students 51.1 87.5 65.3 54.5 61.4 55.3 46.2 93.2 62.1

2006
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 97.8 100.3 102.5 103.8 103.5 101.3 97.9 90.1 100.4
Indigenous students 117.9 140.7 103.3 119.1 96.8 110.2 113.3 104.9 110.8

From year 10 to year 12
All students 80.9 91.5 89.4 80.1 86.6 66.4 74.6 42.4 84.9
Indigenous students 52.9 66.7 70.3 42.6 65.4 36.4 33.3 74.3 59.7

(a)

(b)

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, non-
government schools (per cent) (a)

The apparent retention rate is from year 8 to year 10 for Queensland, WA, SA and the NT and from year
7 to 10 for all other jurisdictions. The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who
continued to years 10–12 from respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary
schooling. Calculations are based on full time student numbers.
Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.  
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Table 4A.119

Table 4A.119

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA  (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT  (c) (d) NT Aust

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, non-
government schools (per cent) (a)

(c)

(d)

Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003, Cat. no.
4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005,
Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006 , Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools
Australia (various years).

na Not available.

The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (the ACT and Tasmania) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by gender and school sectors. 
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Table 4A.120

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT (d) NT  (c) Aust
2002

From year 7or 8 to year 10
All students 97.2 97.8 100.5 100.2 95.0 100.1 100.1 78.4 98.1
Indigenous students 83.7 81.5 93.3 89.8 77.1 108.3 118.3 61.3 86.4

From year 10 to year 12
All students 72.4 82.9 81.1 73.9 70.6 75.0 89.8 66.2 77.0
Indigenous students 38.0 40.9 60.3 29.0 43.3 59.7 78.8 41.1 45.8

2003
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 97.1 98.0 100.8 100.4 98.1 98.9 99.3 85.0 98.5
Indigenous students 82.1 74.8 94.9 94.0 83.5 105.8 91.2 61.0 87.2

From year 10 to year 12
All students 72.7 82.9 81.5 70.6 70.8 76.2 90.3 68.7 76.9
Indigenous students 38.4 44.4 60.8 29.3 36.6 53.1 79.7 44.3 45.7

2004
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 96.6 97.3 100.3 100.5 98.2 99.6 99.8 85.9 98.1
Indigenous students 81.2 81.1 90.2 90.2 81.9 107.0 98.5 68.9 85.8

From year 10 to year 12
All students 73.2 83.0 80.8 72.4 71.6 76.3 88.4 75.2 77.1
Indigenous students 37.8 44.7 60.8 30.1 44.2 54.5 74.6 49.2 45.7

2005
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 96.3 98.0 99.9 101.0 99.1 100.2 99.2 94.2 98.3
Indigenous students 80.2 81.2 91.8 92.8 86.7 103.2 101.2 91.2 88.3

From year 10 to year 12
All students 73.2 82.2 79.3 72.2 72.1 67.8 88.1 69.5 76.5
Indigenous students 37.9 55.4 57.0 30.7 39.9 45.2 66.1 62.2 45.3

2006
From year 7or 8 to year 10

All students 96.4 98.2 100.5 102.0 100.1 99.9 98.7 90.4 98.6
Indigenous students 83.7 91.1 96.9 96.6 82.0 100.9 92.6 89.4 91.4

From year 10 to year 12
All students 73.0 82.1 78.3 71.4 72.7 65.0 88.9 68.0 76.1
Indigenous students 37.7 47.4 60.1 34.6 45.7 37.3 60.0 58.8 46.7

(a)

(b)

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, all
schools (per cent) (a)

The apparent retention rate is from year 8 to year 10 for Queensland, WA, SA and the NT and from year
7 to 10 for all other jurisdictions. The apparent retention rate is the percentage of full time students who
continued to years 10–12 from respective cohort groups at the commencement of their secondary
schooling. Calculations are based on full time student numbers.
Data for WA have been affected by changes in scope and coverage over time.  
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Table 4A.120

Table 4A.120

NSW Vic Qld WA (b) SA (c) Tas (c) (d) ACT (d) NT  (c) Aust

Apparent retention rates of full time secondary students, all
schools (per cent) (a)

(c)

(d)

Source : ABS 2003, Schools Australia 2002, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2004, Schools Australia 2003, Cat. no.
4221.0; ABS 2005, Schools Australia 2004, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2006, Schools Australia 2005,
Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS 2007, Schools Australia 2006, Cat. no. 4221.0; ABS (unpublished) Schools
Australia (various years).

The exclusion of part time students from standard apparent retention rate calculations has particular
implications for the interpretation of results for SA, Tasmania and the NT.

The small number of Indigenous students in some jurisdictions (Tasmania and the ACT) can result in
large fluctuations in the apparent retention rates when disaggregated by gender and school sectors. 
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Table 4A.121

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT (e) NT  (e) Aust
2002

Low socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 57 56 66 47 48 54 np 9 56
Female students 70 72 77 59 66 75 np 16 70
All students 63 64 71 53 57 65 np 12 63

Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 58 58 70 56 58 70 np 34 61
Female students 69 76 77 70 79 87 np 47 73
All students 63 67 73 62 68 78 np 40 67

High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 72 76 75 73 76 84 75 np 74
Female students 77 87 75 79 91 93 81 np 82
All students 75 81 75 76 83 88 78 np 78

Total
Male students 61 64 69 59 61 64 75 23 63
Female students 72 79 76 70 79 82 81 34 75
All students 66 72 73 64 70 73 78 29 69

2003
Low socioeconomic status deciles

Male students 58 58 64 49 47 54 np 11 57
Female students 71 72 75 61 70 67 np 13 70
All students 65 65 69 55 58 60 np 12 63

Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 59 59 70 62 58 62 np 37 62
Female students 69 76 77 69 79 72 np 45 73
All students 64 68 74 65 68 67 np 41 67

High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 73 78 74 73 73 79 79 np 75
Female students 79 89 76 81 92 93 83 np 84
All students 76 83 75 77 83 85 81 np 79

Total
Male students 63 66 69 62 59 61 79 26 64
Female students 73 80 76 71 81 73 83 32 75
All students 68 73 73 66 70 67 81 29 70

2004
Low socioeconomic status deciles

Male students 58 55 55 49 44 39 np 11 53
Female students 69 67 69 58 67 51 np 19 66
All students 64 61 62 53 55 45 np 15 59

Completion rates, year 12, by socioeconomic status and sex, all
schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c), (d)
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Table 4A.121

Table 4A.121

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT (e) NT  (e) Aust

Completion rates, year 12, by socioeconomic status and sex, all
schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c), (d)

Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 60 58 65 60 58 56 np 35 60
Female students 70 73 74 71 81 62 np 48 72
All students 65 65 69 66 69 59 np 41 66

High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 74 78 69 73 72 61 79 np 75
Female students 81 89 73 79 92 70 76 np 83
All students 77 83 71 76 82 65 77 np 79

Total
Male students 63 65 63 61 58 48 79 25 62
Female students 73 78 72 70 80 58 76 36 73
All students 68 71 67 66 69 53 77 30 68

2005
Low socioeconomic status deciles

Male students 56 54 53 48 46 37 np 13 52
Female students 70 67 68 59 65 49 np 18 66
All students 62 60 61 53 56 43 np 15 59

Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 58 55 62 58 57 52 np 40 58
Female students 70 72 75 73 74 64 np 50 72
All students 64 64 68 65 65 58 np 45 65

High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 75 77 74 75 75 69 77 np 76
Female students 81 88 76 81 90 72 83 np 83
All students 78 83 75 78 83 71 80 np 79

Total
Male students 62 63 62 61 60 47 77 29 61
Female students 73 77 73 72 77 58 83 37 73
All students 67 70 67 66 68 52 80 33 67

2006
Low socioeconomic status deciles

Male students 57 50 54 45 47 41 np 10 52
Female students 69 66 69 58 68 59 np 16 66
All students 63 58 62 51 57 50 np 12 59

Medium socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 57 53 60 57 56 53 np 41 57
Female students 69 72 73 70 75 63 np 50 71
All students 63 63 67 63 65 58 np 45 64
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Table 4A.121

Table 4A.121

NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT (e) NT  (e) Aust

Completion rates, year 12, by socioeconomic status and sex, all
schools (per cent) (a), (b), (c), (d)

High socioeconomic status deciles
Male students 76 76 73 70 74 65 73 np 75
Female students 81 86 76 81 88 82 79 np 83
All students 79 81 74 75 81 73 76 np 78

Total
Male students 62 61 60 58 59 49 73 27 60
Female students 72 76 73 70 78 64 79 35 73
All students 67 68 66 64 68 56 76 31 67

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Source : DEST (unpublished).

Completion rates are estimated by calculating the number of students who meet the requirements of a
year 12 certificate or equivalent expressed as a percentage of the potential year 12 population. The
potential year 12 population is an estimate of a single year age group which could have attended year
12 that year, calculated as the estimated resident population aged 15–19 divided by five.
The ABS Index of Disadvantage has been used to calculate socioeconomic status on the basis of
postcode of students’ home addresses. 

The populations in the high socioeconomic deciles of the NT and the low and medium socioeconomic
deciles of the ACT are too small to produce meaningful results. Consequently the high socioeconomic
deciles of the NT have been combined in the medium and the low and medium socioeconomic deciles
of the ACT have been combined in the high.

Low socioeconomic status is the average of the three lowest deciles, medium socioeconomic status is
the average of the four middle deciles and high socioeconomic status is the average of the three highest
deciles.

np Not published.

A common total for socio-economic status and geolocation is selected for reporting all students' rates
and this may mean totals for socioeconomic status differ slightly to those in other publications. 

REPORT ON
GOVERNMENT
SERVICES 2008

SCHOOL 
EDUCATION



Table 4A.122

Table 4A.122

NSW Vic (c) Qld WA SA Tas  (c) ACT (c) (d) NT  (d) Aust
2002

Metropolitan zone
Male students 64 66 70 62 64 75 75 .. 66
Female students 72 79 75 70 79 90 81 .. 75
All students 68 72 72 66 71 82 78 .. 70

Provincial zone
Male students 55 60 69 53 53 56 .. 33 58
Female students 71 80 79 71 77 75 .. 48 75
All students 62 70 74 61 64 66 .. 40 67

Remote
Male students 60 68 67 55 51 44 .. 23 54
Female students 91 np 85 73 94 86 .. 37 77
All students 74 88 75 63 71 64 .. 30 64

Very remote
Male students 56 .. 61 24 27 np .. 6 30
Female students 63 .. 74 35 55 np .. 9 40
All students 59 .. 67 29 39 np .. 7 35

Total
Male students 61 64 69 59 61 64 75 23 63
Female students 72 79 76 70 79 82 81 34 75
All students 66 72 73 64 70 73 78 29 69

2003
Metropolitan zone

Male students 65 69 70 63 62 74 79 .. 67
Female students 73 81 76 71 81 85 83 .. 76
All students 69 75 73 67 71 79 81 .. 71

Provincial zone
Male students 57 58 67 62 52 51 .. 34 59
Female students 71 79 77 72 81 64 .. 43 74
All students 64 68 72 67 66 57 .. 39 66

Remote
Male students 62 47 69 63 54 56 .. 32 58
Female students 80 85 92 76 87 77 .. 41 77
All students 70 64 79 69 69 66 .. 36 67

Very remote
Male students 44 .. 56 29 35 np .. 6 31
Female students 61 .. 77 34 49 np .. 6 38
All students 52 .. 65 31 41 np .. 6 34

Completion rates, year 12, by locality and sex, all schools (per
cent) (a), (b)
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Table 4A.122

Table 4A.122

NSW Vic (c) Qld WA SA Tas  (c) ACT (c) (d) NT  (d) Aust

Completion rates, year 12, by locality and sex, all schools (per
cent) (a), (b)

Total
Male students 63 66 69 62 59 61 79 26 64
Female students 73 80 76 71 81 73 83 32 75
All students 68 73 73 66 70 67 81 29 70

2004
Metropolitan zone

Male students 66 68 64 63 62 56 79 .. 65
Female students 74 79 71 71 80 64 76 .. 75
All students 70 73 67 67 71 60 77 .. 70

Provincial zone
Male students 56 57 60 56 48 42 .. 32 55
Female students 68 73 74 68 81 53 .. 50 70
All students 62 64 67 62 63 47 .. 41 63

Remote
Male students 55 61 62 67 58 29 .. 31 57
Female students 88 74 79 82 92 59 .. 37 75
All students 71 67 70 74 74 43 .. 34 65

Very remote
Male students 41 .. 60 28 41 np .. 7 32
Female students 62 .. 76 40 68 np .. 11 43
All students 51 .. 67 33 53 np .. 9 37

Total
Male students 63 65 63 61 58 48 79 25 62
Female students 73 78 72 70 80 58 76 36 73
All students 68 71 67 66 69 53 77 30 68

2005
Metropolitan zone

Male students 65 67 63 63 63 57 77 .. 65
Female students 74 78 72 72 77 65 83 .. 75
All students 69 72 68 68 70 61 80 .. 70

Provincial zone
Male students 53 52 59 54 50 39 .. 38 53
Female students 69 73 74 71 77 52 .. 47 70
All students 61 62 66 62 63 46 .. 42 61

Remote
Male students 51 53 58 66 50 47 .. 28 53
Female students 86 80 82 80 81 51 .. 42 75
All students 68 66 69 73 65 49 .. 35 63
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Table 4A.122

Table 4A.122

NSW Vic (c) Qld WA SA Tas  (c) ACT (c) (d) NT  (d) Aust

Completion rates, year 12, by locality and sex, all schools (per
cent) (a), (b)

Very remote
Male students 66 .. 47 32 46 np .. 11 33
Female students 58 .. 68 43 61 np .. 15 42
All students 62 .. 57 37 52 np .. 13 37

Total
Male students 62 63 62 61 60 47 77 29 61
Female students 73 77 73 72 77 58 83 37 73
All students 67 70 67 66 68 52 80 33 67

2006
Metropolitan zone

Male students 65 64 62 59 62 55 73 .. 64
Female students 73 77 71 71 77 71 79 .. 74
All students 69 70 67 65 69 63 76 .. 69

Provincial zone
Male students 53 52 57 55 52 44 .. 35 53
Female students 69 74 76 71 78 59 .. 47 72
All students 61 63 66 63 64 51 .. 41 62

Remote
Male students 51 55 53 61 58 48 .. 37 53
Female students 86 89 77 77 93 65 .. 45 75
All students 67 71 64 69 74 56 .. 41 63

Very remote
Male students 61 .. 54 28 36 np .. 8 30
Female students 77 .. 75 35 61 np .. 11 40
All students 69 .. 64 31 48 np .. 9 35

Total
Male students 62 61 60 58 59 49 73 27 60
Female students 72 76 73 70 78 64 79 35 73
All students 67 68 66 64 68 56 76 31 67

(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)

Source : DEST (unpublished).

Completion rates are estimated by calculating the number of students who meet the requirements of a
year 12 certificate or equivalent expressed as a percentage of the potential year 12 population. The
potential year 12 population is an estimate of a single year age group which could have attended year
12 that year, calculated as the estimated resident population aged 15–19 divided by five. 
Definitions are based on the agreed MCEETYA Geographic Location Classification. 

The ACT is included in the metropolitan zone. Darwin is included in the provincial zone.
.. Not applicable. np Not published.

There are no very remote areas in Victoria and the ACT. The very remote population in Tasmania is too
small to give meaningful results and has been combined with the remote.
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Table 4A.124

Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

VET in Schools students

no. ('000) 1.2 4.2 5.9 0.9 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.1 13.0

no. ('000) 59.6 31.8 40.6 16.4 12.8 2.6 4.4 1.8 170.0
no. ('000) 60.8 36.0 46.4 17.4 13.3 2.7 4.4 1.9 182.9

no. ('000) 139.6 140.5 86.0 46.7 51.4 11.0 9.0 5.0 489.2

% 0.9 3.0 6.8 2.0 1.0 0.8 0.7 1.0 2.6

% 42.7 22.6 47.2 35.2 24.9 23.9 48.5 36.7 34.7

% 43.6 25.6 53.9 37.3 25.9 24.5 48.7 38.2 37.4
(a)

(b)

Source :

Participation in VET in Schools, with apprenticeships and 
traineeships disaggregated, 2005 (a)

School-based 
apprentices and 
trainees (b)

Other VET in 
schools students
Total

School students undertaking a senior secondary school 
certificate

Total

School-based 
apprentices and 
trainees

Other VET in 
schools students

Proportion of school students undertaking a senior secondary school 
certificate who undertook VET in schools

As a result of collecting AVETMISS compliant data for the first time, the 2005 MCEETYA VET in
Schools statistics are subject to some data quality problems. These fall into one of four kinds: the
number of student records provided to NCVER may be incomplete; there may be some fields that are
intended to be used in producing the tables where no data is reported because, for example, it is not
captured in school enrolment processes; the use of secondary data sources to determine some
measures — for example, data to be obtained on the number of school students undertaking a senior
secondary certificate — may not be sufficiently reliable or comparable to the AVETMISS compliant
data; and, differences in definitional and compilation practices used by states and territories to
populate some fields, for example the nominal hours field, resulting in anomalies between states and
territories.
Students who undertook at least one unit of competency/module in a school-based apprenticeship or 
traineeship during 2005.

National Centre for Vocational and Education Research (NCVER) (2007) 2005 VET in Schools 
preliminary data .

Total



Table 4A.125
Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

VET in Schools students (b)

no. ('000) 44.5 23.6 31.8 13.3 9.2 2.3 3.4 1.5 129.6

no. ('000) 16.2 10.8 14.3 4.0 4.2 0.4 1.1 0.4 51.3
no. ('000) 60.8 36.0 46.4 17.4 13.3 2.7 4.4 1.9 182.9

no. ('000)
81.9 76.7 51.7 27.8 32.4 8.0 5.8 4.1 288.5

no. ('000) 54.7 60.6 34.2 18.2 19.0 3.0 3.2 0.8 193.6
no. ('000) 139.6 140.5 86.0 46.7 51.4 11.0 9.0 5.0 489.2

% 54.4 30.8 61.5 47.9 28.2 29.0 57.8 35.8 44.9

% 29.6 17.8 41.9 22.1 22.0 13.0 33.2 47.4 26.5
% 43.6 25.6 54.0 37.2 25.9 24.7 49.2 37.7 37.4

(a)

(b)
(c)

Source : NCVER (2007) 2005 VET in Schools preliminary data .

Total (c)

Government 
schools

Non-government 
schools

Total includes other providers such as TAFE, community education and private providers, however due 
to small numbers these are not presented separately.

As a result of collecting AVETMISS compliant data for the first time, the 2005 MCEETYA VET in
Schools statistics are subject to some data quality problems. These fall into one of four kinds: the
number of student records provided to NCVER may be incomplete; there may be some fields that are
intended to be used in producing the tables where no data is reported because, for example, it is not
captured in school enrolment processes; the use of secondary data sources to determine some
measures — for example, data to be obtained on the number of school students undertaking a senior
secondary certificate — may not be sufficiently reliable or comparable to the AVETMISS compliant data;
and, differences in definitional and compilation practices used by states and territories to populate some
fields, for example the nominal hours field, resulting in anomalies between states and territories.

Students who undertook at least one unit of competency/module in VET in schools during 2005.

Total (c)

Government 
schools

Non-government 
schools

School students undertaking a senior secondary school 
certificate

Proportion of school students undertaking a senior secondary 
school certificate who undertook VET in schools

Participation in VET in Schools, by school sector, 2005 (a)

Government 
schools

Non-government 
schools
Total (c)



Table 4A.126
Unit NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT Aust

VET in Schools students (b)

no. ('000) 33.0 21.5 17.0 10.4 8.6 2.0 2.6 1.3 96.3

no. ('000) 12.9 10.3 8.1 3.8 4.1 0.4 1.0 0.4 41.0
no. ('000) 46.0 33.1 25.3 14.2 12.7 2.4 3.5 1.7 139.0

no. ('000)
81.9 76.7 51.7 27.8 32.4 8.0 5.8 4.1 288.5

no. ('000) 54.7 60.6 34.2 18.2 19.0 3.0 3.2 0.8 193.6
no. ('000) 139.6 140.5 86.0 46.7 51.4 11.0 9.0 5.0 489.2

% 40.3 28.0 32.9 37.4 26.4 25.4 43.9 32.1 33.4

% 23.6 17.0 23.7 20.8 21.8 12.3 30.3 47.1 21.2
% 33.0 23.6 29.5 30.4 24.7 21.9 39.2 34.6 28.4

(a)

(b)

(c)

Source:

Proportion of school students undertaking a senior secondary 
school certificate who successfully completed VET in schools

As a result of collecting AVETMISS compliant data for the first time, the 2005 MCEETYA VET in
Schools statistics are subject to some data quality problems. These fall into one of four kinds: the
number of student records provided to NCVER may be incomplete; there may be some fields that are
intended to be used in producing the tables where no data is reported because, for example, it is not
captured in school enrolment processes; the use of secondary data sources to determine some
measures — for example, data to be obtained on the number of school students undertaking a senior
secondary certificate — may not be sufficiently reliable or comparable to the AVETMISS compliant data;
and, differences in definitional and compilation practices used by states and territories to populate some
fields, for example the nominal hours field, resulting in anomalies between states and territories.

Students who successfully completed at least one unit of competency/module in VET in schools during 
2005.

Total (c)

Government 
schools

Non-government 
schools

NCVER (2007) 2005 VET in Schools preliminary data .

Total (c)

Attainment in VET in Schools, by school sector, 2005 (a)

Government 
schools

Non-government 
schools
Total (c)

Government 
schools

Non-government 
schools

Total includes other providers such as TAFE, community education and private providers, however due 
to small numbers these are not presented separately.

School students undertaking a senior secondary school 
certificate


